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Y Virtne of an Order of the Honſe of Commons 
this Day made, I do appoint Richard William- 
lon and William Bowyer 10 print this Report, with 
the Appendix, and that no other Perſon do preſume to 
print the ſame, | 


An'. OnsLow, Speaker, 
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THE 


REPORT 


FROM THE 


COMMITTEE 


OF 1K 5 


Houle of Commons, 


Appointed to enquire into the 


FRAUDS and ABUSES 


CUSIOMS 


TU THR 


Prejudice of TRADE, and Diminu- 
tion of the REVENUE. 


HE Committee, appointed to enquire into the Frauds and 
Abuſes in the Cuſtoms, to the Prejudice of Trade, and Di- 
minution of the Revenue, have proceeded with the utmoſt 


Diligence in the ſaid Enquiry : But, it is with Concern they 
obſerve, that the Frauds and Abuſes in the Cuſtoms are, as appears by 
the ſeveral Papers and Accounts laid before them, and the ſeveral Infor- 
mations they have received, ſo very extenſive, and in ſo many Branches 
of the Revenue, that your Committee are ſenſible, the Shortneſs of the 
Seſſion will not allow them to lay before this Houſe ſo compleat a Re- 
port, as they might otherwiſe have done; however, they thought it their 


Duty 


2 


— — 


(4) 


Duty to acquaint the Houſe with their Proceedings, as far as they have 


been able to go. 1 7 8 | 

Your Committee found it neceſſary, to avoid Confuſion, to proceed 
in the Examination of the Frauds committed in each Branch of the Re- 
venue ſingly ; and on examining the ſeveral Papers referr*d to them by 
the Houſe, they obſerved, they chiefly related to the Frauds committed 
in the Tobacco Trade, and therefore determined to proceed, in the firſt 
place, on that Branch; to which they had likewiſe other Inducements, 
ariſing from the great Im nce of this Trade te the Nation, the 
Greatneſs of the Loſs to the Revenue by the Extenſivefleſs of the Frauds, 
and the Complaints of the Planters in Viginia of the Hardſlips they 
labour under, even to the Hazard of theif utter Ruin, and confequent- 
ly of the entire Loſs of this Commerce, ſo highly beneficial to this 
Kingdom. | 

In order to make the following Report more intelligible to the 
Houſe, your Committee think it neceſſary to give a particular Account 
in what Manner the preſent Duti& on Tobacco 755 collected, and how 
the Ships are guarded, from their Atrivat in Port till they arò-&f. 
charged at the Key. 

The preſent Duty on Tobacco, as ſettled by the Act qe Geo. I. 
Cap. 21. Intitled, An Act for enabling His Majeſty to put the 
« Cuſtoms of Great Britain under the Management of one or more 
«« Commiſfons;, and for better ſechring, any aſcertgining thè Duties on 
« Tobaccb, ind 46 prevent Frauds in Exporting Tbbatcb, ant other 
«© Goods or Merchandiſes, or carrying the ſame Coaſtways,” is 64, + 
of a Penny per Pound, 14. whereof being the old Subſidy, is to be 
paid down in Money at Importation, deducting 25 per Cent. on ſuch 
Payment, 15 per Cent. thereof in Lieu of all former Allowances, and 


Append. No. I. 10 per Cent. for prompt Payment: The tefndining Duties ef 54. 


| $ 


of a Penny, may be either pad in feady Mohey, or ſecured by Bond, 
at the Option of the Importer ; if paid down in ready Money, 25 per 
Cent. is deducted as on the old Subſidy, but if ſecured by Bond, only 
15 per Cent. But, in Caſe any Hogſheads of Tobacco have received 
Damage in the Voyage, ſuch darfiaged Tobacco, dt thè Requeſfdof the 
Importer, may be cut off, and pays no Duty; and the Importer Is al- 
lowed a Half-penny per Pound for the fame, ſuch Aflowan&Hot to 
exceed Thirty Shillings on one Hogſhead, 

All which ſaid Duties are drawn back, and Bonds diſcharged on 
Exportation, according to the Regulations herein after-mentioned under 
that Head. JT 4 1 r 
In Order to prevent any Tobacco being landed in the Port of Lon- 
don, without paying or ſecuring the ſaid Duties, the Ships ate guarded 
by Sloops and Boats, appointed at proper Stations for that Purpoſe, 
from Rye through the Downs to Graveſend, and in their Paſſage are 
boarded by the Tide Surveyors, at Deal and Ramſgate: At Gratend 
the Tide Surveyors board them, and place four Tideſmen, at leM, on 
each Ship, and in their Paſſage up the River, they are viſited Ny the 
ſeveral Officers ſtationed for that Purpoſe, and by the Tide Sur Kyors, 
who take an Account of the Ship and Maſter's Name, the Loading, 


and from whence ſhe came; all thefe Officers are to fearch for any looſe 


Tobacco, in order to ſeize it. 
When a Ship comes to her Moorings, which is uſually at a Diſtance 


from the Key, on Account of the great Burthen of a Tobaeco Ship, 
the Maſter declares on Oath, before the proper Officers of the Cuſtoms, 


the 


a 
9 


(3 


the Contents of his Loading, and to whom conſigned, with other Par: 
ticulars, as in the Form of his Report in the Appendix. 
After the Maſter*s Report is made, the Merchant makes his Entry, 


App. No. II. 


wherein are deſcribed the Package, Marks, and Numbers of the Hogſ- . No. III. 


heads he intends to land, and pays, or gives Bond, for the Duties of 
ſuch a Quantity of Pounds Weight of Tobacco, as he eſtimates thoſe 
Hogſheads may contain; and a Warrant is ſent to the Landwaiters ac- 
cordingly; and when a Number of Hogſheads are landed, of Weight 
equal to the Entry, a Stop is to be put by the Landwaiters to the land- 
ing any more Hogſheads, tho* mentioned in the Warrant, until the Im- 
porter has made a further Entry, and paid or ſecured the Duties as a- 
foreſaid; and fo from Time to Time, till the whole Cargo is landed: 
And if, on the laſt Entry, there ſhould be a ſmall Exceſs of Weight, 
after the uſual Allowances for Draft and Samples, the Importer is ad- 
mitted to make what is called a Poſt-Entry, 

Two of the Landwaiters employed at the Key where the Tobacco 
is to be landed, are appointed to deliver cach Ship, who ſend an Order in 
Writing to the Tideſmen on board, to permit ſuch Hogſheads as the 
Merchant has entered, to be brought up in a L. ighter to the Key, on 
which Lighter one Tideſman 1s always boarded, who brings a Note to 
the Landwaiter from the Tideſman on board the Ship, of the Marks 
and Numbers of ſuch Hogſheads as are ſent in each Lighter, as entered 
in a Book kept by him for that Purpoſe. 

When the Tobacco is landed, each Hogſhead is ſtripp'd, and the To- 
bacco is put into the Scale in order to be weighed by ſworn Weighers, 
who declare the Weights to the Land Waiters attending, which each 
Landwaiter enters in his own Book prepared with different Columns 
for that Purpoſe, containing the Planter's Mark and Number, the new 
Number put on the Hogſhead when landed, and the Weight of each 
Hogſhead and a blank Column is left, in order to enter the Weight of 
any Tobacco which may be cut off as damaged. 

The Surveyors, at their ſeveral Stations, are to ſuperviſe and inſpect 
the Landwaiters at the Delivery of theſe and all other Ships, on each 
Key, and to ſee that there are two Landwaiters, at leaſt, to each Ship, 
and that they do their Duty; and if they ſee Occaſion, they are to cauſe 
the Hogſheads to be re-weighed, and to be careful that no more be land- 
ed than entered. | 

When the Tobacco is landed, the Report of the Maſter, the Entry 
of the Importer, the Book kept by the Tideſmen on board, and the 
Landwaiter's Books, as ſoon as they are made up, are examined and 
compared by the Jerquer. | 

And, by a late Law paſſed in Virginia, the Weights of the Hogſheads 
are to be taken at ſhipping off there, and authentick Duplicates to be 
tranſmitted hither, which are hkewiſe compared by the Jerquer with 
the Entries and Weights at Importation. The like Care is allo taken, 
Mutatis mutandis, in the ſeveral out Ports. 

Norwithſtanding which Methods, your Committee have full Proof, 
that very notorious Frauds have been, and ſtill are committed on the 
Importation of Tobacco. | 

Thoſe Frauds appear to your Committee, in general, from the Obſer- 
vations they have made on the ſeveral Accounts and other Papers re- 
ferr*d to them by this Houſe, by others which they have ſince called for 
from the Cuſtom-Houſe and the Board of Trade, and by the concurring 


Teſtimony of Sir John Randolph, Mr. Gilbert Higginſon, Mr. Edward Aßtenlix, 
Randolph, Mr. Bryan Philpot and Mr. Thomas Hyam; whoſe Examina- No. IV, V. 
tions are annexed in the Appendix: And this general Evidence is fully VLVIL VIII. 


confirmed 
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firmed by particular Inftances which have been diſcoyered, and which 


are undermentioned. 


The principal Fraud committed at Importation is, the ſetting down 


in the Landwaiter's Book, by which the Duty is computed and paid, 


leſs Weights than the ſeveral Hogſheads imported do really weigh ; 
which 1s one of the principal Complaints made by the Merchants at Bri- 


App. No. IX. ſtol in the Year 1721, as appears by a Letter ſent by them to the Com- 


App. No. IV. 


miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, at that Time, relating to the Frauds at 
Glaſgow. This ariſes by the Connivance, or Corruption, of the Officers, 
and which 1t has not hitherto been poſſible to put a Stop to, altho' eve- 
ry Officer has been diſmiſſed, and never reſtored, when any Diſcovery 
has been made, and many of them proſecuted for the Penalty of theit 
Bonds, where ſufficient legal Evidence could be had for that Purpoſe. 
Yet the Advantage to the unfair Traders by this Fraud is ſo great, 
and they are enabled thereby to give ſuch large Gratuities to the Officers 
who are their Confederates, out of their unjuſt Gains from the Revenue, 
as ſeveral of the Officers have not been able to reſiſt, notwithſtanding 
the Hazard they run. | | 

In order to diſcover this Fraud in genera!, your Committee endea- 
voured to find out, in the beſt Manner they could, what the real 
Weights of the Hogſheads uſually have heen, at a Medium for a long 
Courſe of Years, in the Plantations, and what might reaſona- 
bly be allowed for Waſte, in theVoyage, before they came to be weigh- 
ed at the Cuſtom-houſe. Sir John Randolph, who was born in Virginia, 
where he lived the greateſt Part of his Life, and ſince the Year 1720, 
very well acquainted with the Tobacco Trade, and who was lately ſent 
over by the Aſſembly of Virginia, to repreſent the Grievances the Plan- 
ters labour under, being examined, acquainted your Committee, that one 
of the greateſt Complaints they have is, the unaccountable Difference in 
the Weights of the Hogſheads there, and at the Scale in England. 

The Committee inquired of him, what the uſual Weights were.in 
Virginia, and he acquainted them that the uſual Weights were, at preſent, 
from 800 to 950 Pounds, and that he believed they have weighed as 
much or rather more, from the Year 1715 to this Time, for Reaſons 
which appear in his Examination; That the utmoſt Allowance, which 
he ever heard computed, as what might reaſonably be made for Waſte, 
is 8 Pounds on every hundred Weight, but that he does not be- 
lieve it can be ſo much, having lately had an Account of his own 


from Briſtol, where he finds a Waſte of no more than 15 Pounds on 


App. No. X. 


App. No. V. 


a Hogſhead, which on 800 Pounds Weight (which he informed your 
Committee thoſe Hogſheads in that Account weighed one with another) 
is leſs than two Pounds per Hundred; and others who have been exact 
in weighing are of the ſame Opinion; notwithſtanding which he has 
known the Difference in the Factor's Accounts with the Planters, to be 
200 Pounds Weight on a Hogſhead. 

That the Hogſheads weigh upwards of 800 {b. Weight, was fully con- 
firm'd by the Maniteſts received from Virginia ſince May laſt, an Ac- 
count of which 1s hereto annexed, 25 

It was impoſſible for your Committee to have ſo full Evidence, as to 
the Weights of Maryland Tobacco, no Manifeſts of Weights being ſent 
from thence; but it appears ſtrongly by living Witneſſes, and other 
Circumſtances, that the Hogſheads imported from Maryland, do really 
weigh, at a Medium, upwards of 700 l. Weight; which Accounts of the 
ſeveral Weights appear'd to be as above ftated from the Evidence of 
Mr. Higginſon, who has been concern'd ninetcen Years in the Tobacco- 


3 Trade, 
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Trade, ſeven Years as an Apprentice, ard twelve Years in extenfive 
Dealing on his own Account; and who confeſſes himſelf well acquainted 
with the Frauds and Abuſes, both in Importation, and Exportation of 
Tobacco; from the Evidence of Mr. Randolph, who has been concerned 4p. No. VI. 
in this Trade for .twenty-one Years, thirteen of them as a Merchant on 
his own Account, and in very great Buſineſs, who acknowledged him- 
ſelf likewiſe well acquainted with theſe Frauds ; from the Evidence of 
Mr. Philpot, who has been concerned in the Trade for ſome time,» and 4p. No. VII. 
has himſelf diſcovered ſeveral particular Inſtances of theſe Frauds ; from 
ſeveral Bills of Parcels, and trom the Accounts of Sales between the 
Factors and Planters, which have been laid before your Committee; and 
from many Entries in the Landwaiters Books of Cargoes, both from 
Virginia and Maryland, conſigned to Merchants not ſuſpected of any 
Fraud: But on Examination of the Weights, by which the Duties have 
been paid, they appear far ſhort of the Weights above-mention'd, by 
which the Loſs to the Revenue mult. have been very conſiderable, be- 
ſides what has ariſen from the Frauds committed at Exportation ; and 
alſo from all the Quantities of Tobacco which have been relanded, run, 
or any other way procured for Home- Conſumption without Payment of 
Duty. 
The Nature and Extent of the Frauds and Abuſes at Importation, 
are confirmed by particular Inſtances of Frauds, as follows : 
In June 1727, Jobn Midford imported, in the William and Zane, from p;;z Return. 
Virginia, 301 Hogſheads of Tobacco, the Weight of which, as taken of the Com- 
in the Landwaiter's Book by which the Duty was charged, amounted miſlioners of 


to — 2 — — 1 — | I 99,257 46. Wt. 233 
The true Weights, taken by the Huſband (who was N 
Midfurd's Son) on looſe Slips of Paper, paſted into his - -12th of Mar 


private Book, and which are confirmed by the Accounts 1732. 
of Sales between him and the Planter, as appears by Mid- 
ford's Books, now in the Poſſeſſion of the Crown, and 
which have been produced to your Committee, are '— 230,150 lb. g. 
Difference 30, 893 lb. ci. 

The Duty whereof was loſt to the Crown. It likewiſe appeared in his 
Caſh-Book, that Money was paid to the Landwaiters by whom the Ac- 
count was taken, who were both diſmiſſed on this Diſcovery. 

By an Account of Sales, in the Year 1729, delivered to a Planter of 
Maryland, a Copy of which has been laid before your Committee, and 
is mentioned in Mr. Higginſan's Examination, it appears, on comparing , No. V. 
it with the Landwaiter's Book wherein the Entry is made at Importa- 
cion, that the Weights of 17 Hogſheads, as taken in the ſaid Book, 
amount only to — — — — — 8961 1b. col. 
Whereas the real Weights of the ſame Hogſheads, as 
by the Account of Sales, were — — — 12334 1. wt. 


— — 


| Difference 3373 Lb. cl. 
The Duty whereof was loſt to the Crown. 


Your Committee obſerve, that the Medium of 355 Hogſheads, im- 
2 in the fame Ship, and of which theſe 17 were part, is extreamly 
ow, being no more than 521 lb. wt. from whence there is great Reaſon 
to believe, that the like Fraud was commirted in the whole Parcel, tho? 
it is difficult to obtain any Proof thereof. One of the Landwaiters, 
who had the Care of this Ship, 1s dead, and the other has lately been 
diſmiſſed, being concerned in other Frauds in the Importation of Tobacco. 


By 


— — — 
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By another Account of Sales delivered to a Planter of Virginia, a 
Copy of which was lately laid before your Committee by Mr. Higgin/on, 
it appears, that 4 Hogſheads contain'd in the ſaid Account of Sales, 
on comparing them with the Landwaiters Book, were charged in the ſaid 


Book, ayamounting to no more than mt ARMS. 2559 lb, wet. 
Whereas the real Weights, as by the Account of Sales, were 3042 


Difference 483 1b. wt. 


In thoſe 4 Hogſheads, the Duty whereof was loſt to the Crown. 


App. No. VI. 


App. No VII. 


Your Committee obſerve, that moit of the other Hogſheads, con- 
rained in the ſaid Account of Sales, were cut at the Entry, as partly 
damaged, for which no Duty is paid, in order to which Cutting the 
Attendance of other Officers is neceſſarily required, and therefore not ſo 
liable to Fraud. It is further obſervable, that 209 Hogſheads were im- 
ported in this Ship, and entered by the fame Merchant by whom this 
Account was made up; fuch of them as were not cut, as damag'd, ap- 
pear to be entered conſiderably lighter than thoſe which were cut, ad- 
ding the Weight of the damaged Tobacco cut off, to the remaining 


Weights as entered (which corroborates the Evidence given by Mr. Hig- 


ginſon relating to the Account of Sales for the 4 Hogſheads above-men- 
tion'd) and likewiſe very much lighter than the Hogſheads imported by 
another Merchant in the ſame Ship; all which appears on examining 
the Landwaiter's Book; one of the Landwaiters employed in the Deli- 
very of this Ship is ſince dead, and the other has been diſmiſſed for 
being concerned in the like Frauds in the Importation of Tobacco. 

Mr. Randolph acquainted your Committee with a Fraud, fince 1726, 
by ſhort Weights at Entry of 485 Hogſheads of Maryland Tobacco, 
whereby the Merchant got 30 Hogſheads clear of Duty, after diſchar- 
ging all his Bonds for that Entry, which Hogſheads he had in his own 
Warehouſe, and they weighed one with another 700 lb. each. 

It appears by Mr. Philpot's Examination, that another Fraud was 
committed in September 1731, which he having diſcovered, went to the 
Merchant, who gave him a hundred Guineas to conceal it, which he did 
at that Time, which prevented the obtaining ſufficient Proofs for a Pro- 
ſecution ; but ſince that, he has paid the ſaid hundred Guineas to the Col- 
lector of the Cuſtoms, and made this Diſcovery; and on inſpecting the 
Landwaiter's Books, the Weights of this whole Cargoe appear exceeding 
light. 

"On examining ſeveral of the Landwaiter's Books, there appears very 
reat Reaſon to ſuſpe& numerous Frauds of this Nature, by Compariſon 


of the different Weights of the ſame Merchants Tobacco, entered by dif- 
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ferent Landwaiters; and of Cargoes conſigned to different Merchants in 
the ſame Ship, and of different Vears Importations, with the ſame Plan- 
ter's Marks; which your Committee only mention as a Confirmation of 
the Extenſiveneſs of the Fraud, and of the various Methods by which it 
has been committed. 

In order to which, it has been uſual for the unfair Traders, to come to 
an Agreement with particular Landwaiters in whom they could confide, 
either by encouraging them to expect a Gratuity according to the Plea- 
ſure of the Merchant, or by a ſpecifick Agreement for a certain Pro- 
portion of the Daty ſaved by their Means, even to the Amount of one 
Third, or one Half, which often ariſes to a very great Sum : And this 
has been done, as to ſome particular Hogſheads in an Entry, when only 
one of the Landwaiters has been in the Secret, by artful Contrivances 


to call away the other Landwaiter, during the Delivery of the Ship, 


I who 
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who either makes up his Book in Conformity with his Partners, or 
leaves it in the Hands of another who is in Confederacy during his Ab- 
ſence; and Notice is frequently given, to prevent Diſcoveries, on the Ap- 
proach of the Land- ſurveyor to inſpect. And as the Surveyors ſome- 
times cauſe the Hogſheads to be re- weigh'd which have paſs'd the Scale, 
the Landwaiter takes down the real Weights on looſe Papers, in order 
to ſhew to the. Surveyor till the Hogſheads are carried off the Keys 
(which are induſtrioufly hurried away) and then they enter the ſhort 
Weight in their Books, on which Entry the Payment of the Duty en- 
tirely depends. | 
Some of the Weighers have been likewiſe concerned in this Fraud at Atþ. No. . 
Importation, by calling out ſhort Weights; but this can only be to a VI 
ſmall Degree, without the Connivance of the Landwaiters, ſince it is 
part of their Duty to examine the Weights in the Scale. 

At the taking the Weights, the Merchant's Agent uſually attends, 
Who is called the Huſband of the Ship, and keeps a Book of the ſame u, Cory of 
Nature with the Landwaiters: He and the Landwaiters met together Mig Bool 
in order to make their Books correſpond, and any Difference is adjuſted in the Return 
by the Agreement of any two Accounts, which is another Artifice, made © uf e, 

* 8 7 f : r 5 — | 1732. above 

uſe of where but one Landwaiter is concerned in the Fraud; and when nientioncd 
a Landwaiter is cautious for his own Sake, and unwilling to truſt an 4. Nv. V, 
Agent or Huſband of the Merchant, the Merchant ſometimes acts as VI, 
Huſband himſelf, and ſometimes leaves the Delivery of the Ship ſolely ng 
to the Landwaiter in whom he confides. 

The Traders concerned in theſe Frauds among other Arts, often ſuffered 4p. No. VI. 
their Ships to lie ſeveral Days without making an Entry, till' the Land- 
waiters they rely on happened to be ſtationed at the Key where they in- 
tended to unload. 

Before your Committee enter upon the Particulars of the Frauds 
committed at Exportation, they think it neceſſary to give a ſhort Ac- 
count of the Methods uſed in order to obtain a Debenture for the 
Drawback of the Duty paid, and Diſcharge of the Bonds given at Im- 
portation. : 

Firſt the Importer, or his Agent, brings a Note expreſſing the Num- 
ber of Pounds intended to be ſhipped, ſpecifying the Time when, in 
what Ship, and from whence imported; upon which the Collector In- 
wards gives him a Certificate of the paying or ſecuring the Dutics, 4pp. No. XI. 
which is likewiſe ſworn to by the Merchant or his Agent; on produ- 
cing ſuch Certificate ſo ſworn to, the Collector Outwards gives him a 4, No. x11. 
Cocquet or Warrant for Shipping, on the Back of which Cocquet the 
Merchant is to endorſe the Weight of each Hogſhead intended to be 
exported, 

When the Tobacco is brought to be ſhipped, the Cocquet is deli- 
vered by the Merchant to the Searchers, whoſe Duty it is to ſee that 
the Endorſements are right, and in cafe they appear otherwiſe the 
Tobacco is forfeited: But your Committee obſerve the Practice has 
been to weigh a few Hogſheads only, on each Exportation, and in 
caſe the Weights of thoſe appear to be right, to ſufter the Remainder 
to be ſhipped according to the Endorſement ; which Practice has been 
introduced in eaſe of the Merchant and Diſpatch of Buſineſs, but has 
given Opportunity tor conſiderable Frauds. After the Tobacco is ſhipped, 4,,.no. XIII. 
a Debenture is made out in purſuance of the former Certificate, for ſuch a 
Quantity as the Searchers certify thereon to have been put on board, to 
the Payment whereof the Exporter is entitled, within a Month after the 
Ship is failed, 
| C Some 


ln | 
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Some of the Frauds at Exportation, in order to obtain Debentures 
which the Exporters are not legally entitled unto are, by ſhipping cor- 
rupt or damaged Tobacco, Tobacco mixed with Dirt, Rubbiſh and 
Sand; and by ſhipping Stalks alone ſtripped from the Leaf, which by Act 
of Parliament are to receive no Drawback. g 

The Particulars of theſe Frauds your Committee forbear to mention, 

* wanting no Explanation, and will appear in the Returns of the Com- 
Afar. before miſſioners of the Cuſtoms and their Solicitors, which have been laid be- 
mentioned. fore the Houſe, and ſince referred to this Committee, and in the Exa- 


Abb. * minations annex'd. 


Your Committee have likewiſe had a Fraud given in Evidence by 
App. No. XIV. Thomas Parr Eſq; of Datche!, which though it be of to long ſtanding, 
being committed in the Year 1705, yet 1s of ſuch a Nature, that it is 

not improbable to have been ſince practiſed, 

The Fact was as follows: In the Year 1704, or 1705, he had con- 
ſigned to his Care, in Holland, a Quantity of Roll Tobacco, by Mr. 8/y- 
ford and Mr. Taubman then Merchants in Londen, amounting to 8 or 
900 Hogſheads, in cach of which Rolls was contained a Picce of 
Lead of 2 or 3 Inches thick and 6 or 7 Inches long, for which they 
had obtained a Drawback for the Duty as Tobacco. 

The Advantage ariſing to the untair Trader by theſe ſeveral fraudu- 
lent Exportations is, the Giicharging his Bonds given at Importation, 
by which Means there remains in his Hands a Quantity of good Tobac- 
co equal to the Weight of the Traſh and other Materials fo exported, 
which he ſells for Home-Conſumption, without payment of any Duty. 

But one of the greateſt Frauds on Exportation, and which has been 

Arndix, Very detrimental to the Revenue, is by the unfair Trader's endorſing on 

No. XVIII. the Back of their Cocquets conſiderably greater Weights than the Hog- 
ſheads actually contained, and by this Means diſcharging Bonds for more 
than the real Exportation; from whence the like Conſequence muſt fol- 
low, that there will remain in their Hands large Quantities of Tobacco 
for Home- Conſumption, without payment ot Duty, as aforeſaid ; the 
Nature of which Frauds will appear from the following Inſtances. 

Your Committee received an Account from the Cuſtom-houſe, of an 

Entry made the 12/4 of laſt Month, of 8084 . wt. of Roll Tobacco 
Aprndir, for Exportation, the Certificate of Importation and Payment of Duties 
No. XVIII, being in the Name of Mr. 1/iam Black, John Cox being the Exporter : 
XIX. But, on Examination there apprared to be no more than 68251b, «x. 
which is 1259 /. c. lets than the Hndorſement; upon which the whole 
Quantity was ſeized, and is ordered to be proſecuted. 
Ars. No. XIX. Your Committee, on this, ſent for Mr. Black, in order to enquire in- 
to this Fact; who on his I,zamination acquainted your Committee, that 
Mr. Cex, the Manufacturer, came to his Brother to deſire an Entry for this 
Quantity of Tobacco, upon which his Brother gave him one, without 
examining the Bill of Parcels by which the Tobacco was ſold to Cox; 
that he believes his Brother gave him the oideſt Entry that appeared in 
his Book; and that it is the general Practice, on any Exportation, to 
take ſuch oldeſt Entry, in order to diſcharge the Bonds given thereon ; 
and that it is not underſtood to be neceſſary ro export the individual To- 
bacco, neither by the Merchants nor the Officers, ; 

Your Committee think it their Duty to be very particular in the Ac- 
count of the following Fraud mentioned in one of the Sollicitor's Accounts 

3 of Frauds annexed to the Return of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, 
Mar. ber- delivered to the Houſe and ſince reterred to this Committee, which 


mention. might have been inſerted under the Head of Importation: But, as in this 


ſingle 
7 
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ſingle Inſtance are contained, almoſt every conſiucrable Abufe in this 
Branch of the Revenue, they choſe to deter it to this Place, that the 
Houſe may ſee, at one View, in what Manner theſe Frauds are commit- 
ted: The Fact is as follows: 


In September 1732, Mr. John Peele entered in the James and Marv, 2 
from Maryland, 310 Hogſheads of Tobacco, for Which he paid the 49 No. VIII. 
Duty in ready Money; near 200 Hogſheads of which he ſold, in O7-- 
ber following, to Mr. Thomas Hyam tor Exportation, and they were ac- 
cordingly exported immediately on Delivery, It appears on theſe 200 
Hogſheads, that the Duties paid at Importation, according to the 
Weights in the Landwaiters Books, were ſhort of the real Weights by 
13292 U. of Tobacco. It likewiſe appzars on Fxportarion, tliat the 


Certificate ſworn to by Milliam Cameron for Mr. Peels, in Order to ob- Af. N Xx, 


tain Debentures, was to diſcharge Bonds given, on a former Entry, for XXI. 
Virginia Tobacco imported in November 1731; that the Endorſement Tu. 

7 : 4 . | XXIII. 
on the Cocquet, which was made by Mr. Peel- or his Servant, in Order 


to receive the D-bentures, exceeded the real Weights actually ſhipped, 
by $288 65. wt. Tobacco; fo that the Total of the Pounds Weight on 
which the Duty would have been gained by this Fraud, had pot tle 
Diſcharge of the Bonds been ſtopped on this Diſcovery, amounts 10 
21580 lh. wt. Tobacco. 

The ſeveral Facts above mentioned appear to your Committee from 
the following Examination : Your Committee thought it proper to ſend | 
for the ſaid Mr. [[yam, a Merchant of good Credit, and conſiderabiy 449 No. VIII. 
concerned in the Tobacco Trade, who accordingly apprared; anc on 
Fxamination gave your Committee a full Account, as far as his Know- 
I:dge went, of this whole Tranſaction, in the fraudulent Part of Which 
he appeared not to have the leaſt Concern; and being likewiſe exami- 
ned, as to other Particulars relating to the Trade in general, gave your 
8 material Informations, with the greateſt Ingenuity and Can- 

our. | 

He acknowledged the having purchaſed, of Mr. Pecle, the ſaid 2c0' 
Hogſheads of Tobacco, in October laſt ; that he himſelf attended at the 
Scale when delivered to him, and they were ſent directly to the Key; 
and being aſked as to the Weights, he produced his Bill of Parcels, 
which he atteſted to contain the real Weights, and left a Copy thereof 
with the Committee. Being aſked as to the Species of Tobacco, and 
when it was imported, he acquainted your Committee that it was Ms- 
land Tobacco, and of a late Importation, having given a Price for it 
as new Tobacco, which was more than he would have given for old, 
the Difference of which is eaſily diſcerned by Perſons {killed in that 
Trade; that he is fully convinced, that almoſt all the ſaid 200 
Hogſheads were a Part of the 310 imported in the James and Marv. 
as atoreſaid, having compared the Marks and Numbers of thoſe he 
bought, with the Marks and Mumbers in the Landwaiter's Book ta- 
ken at the Delivery of the ſaid James and Mary, which Book was pro- 
duced to him at the Committee; and upon Compariſon of the real 
Weights as bought by him, with the Weights in the ſaid Book, by 
which the Duty was paid, it appeared that many of the Hagſheads were 
entered 1 C, Weight, and upwards, ſhort of their real Weights ; and 
on comparing the real Weights with the Endorſement on the Cocquet at 259. No. XXI. 
Exportation, a Copy of which was likewiſe produced to him by the T 
Committee, it appeared that ſeveral of the Hogſheads were endorſed 
thereon as weighing 2 C. and 3 C. de. and upwards more than the res] 
Weights. The particular Compariion of which Weights, both In- 


Warus 


612) 
* wards and Outwards, are contained in a State oſ the Fact in the Ap- 
pendix. 

It further appeared to the Committee, that he was no Way concern- 
ed in the Entry Outwards, Mr. Peele having (at his own Requeſt) 
acted by Commiſſion from him, which appears by the Oath on the 

App. No. XX, Certificate, and on the Debentures; Copies of both which are hereto an- 
Det nexed; which 1s frequently the Practice, the Seller being to run all Riſques 
till the Tobacco is actually on Board, when ſuch Tobacco is ſold (at 

what is called the ſhort Price) for Exportation. RF: 

Being aſked, whether any of the Hogſheads bought by him were repack- 
ed, which is the only Excuſe that can poſſibly be made ro weaken the Evi- 
dence of the Fraud at Exportation; he aſſured your Committee he was 
confident none of them were, if any of them had, he would not have 
taken them, and ſhould have ſeen it at the Scale, it being eaſily diſ- 
cerned on breaking up the Hogſhead to draw the ſecond Sample, 
which is always done at weighing them off to the Purchaſer. 

On this Diſcovery the Commillioners of the Cuſtoms have ordered a 
Stop to be put to the Diſcharge of the Bonds, and have diſmiſſed the 
1 employed in the Delivery of the James and Mary afore- 

d. 

This Allegation, of the Hogſheads being repacked before Exportati- 
on, is pleaded as an Excuſe for what has appeared to your Commit- 
tee, that the Hogſheads at Exportation are generally heavier than 

App. No. XIX, the Hogſheads at Importation; and Mr. Black on his Examination al- 
VIII. jedged, it was often the Practice to repack; but on examining Mr. 
Hyam, he acquainted your Committee that he thought the contrary 
from his own Experience, particularly as to Oronoko Tobacco; that he 
never repacked any of his own, excepting the packing of the Samples 
he had drawn, or where a ſmall Quantity might be wanting to com- 

pleat an Entry Outwards. | 

That he had the like Reaſon to believe it was not the Practice of 

the Trade in general, having bought great Quantities of other Perſons 
in order for Exportation, which were never repacked, and particularly 
of Mr. Black, none of which were repacked to the beſt of his Memory 
and Belief ; and thinks the Importers do not repack where they export 
themſelves, unleſs in the above mentioned Caſes, and when the Tobac- 
co has received conſiderable Damage, the repacking being prejudicial to 
the Sale, as to the Value of the Tobacco. | 

He likewiſe informed your Committee, that ſome ſmall Alteration in 
the Weights might poſſibly ariſe from the Difference of the Weather, 
either as to Increaſe or Decreaſe, but generally the latter ; and on 2387 
Hogſheads imported by himſelf, within the laſt four Years, the De- 
creaſe had been 11808 1b. wt. and whenever an Increaſe appears 


of 43 C. wt. or upwards, it is almoſt a Demonſtratipn of Fraud, 


and cannot be attributed to any Alteration of Weather, or other 
Accident. | 
The Subſtance of this Evidence, as to the not repacking Oronoko To- 
App. No. V, bacco, is likewiſe confirmed by the Examinations of Mr. Higginſon and 
VII Mr, Pbillpott, to which your Committee refer. 
Having gone through the ſeveral Frauds at Importation and Ex- 
rtation, your Committee think it proper to take Notice of another 
Fraud, which, -though it bears ſome relation to the Exportation, may 
properly be diſtinguiſhed by another Name, viz, Relanding, after ha- 


ving obtained Dehentures for the Drawbacks; which Tobacco Ka re- 
nded 
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landed is ſold for home Conſumption under the Market Price, in Fre- 
judice to the fair Trader. 

The Quantities of Tobacco which appear to be relanded, from the 
Accounts of the Cuſtom-Houſe, being only ſuch as have been actually 
ſeized, or where particular Informations have been given, in Order to 
a Proſecution for the Penalties, do not appear to be very conſiderable; 
notwithſtanding which, your Committee have Reaſon to believe, that 
this Fraud of Relanding has been very extenſive both in Great Britain 
and Jreland, as appears by the following Evidence. 

Firſt, from the Returns of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms deliver- 
ed to the Houſe, and ſince referred to this Committee, containing an Return 12 
Account of the ſeveral Informations they had received of relanding To- _ 4 
bacco, particularly from Dunkirk, and the Iſles of Guernſey, Jerſey, and oned 7 
Man, moſt of which are ſpecified in the Return to an Order of this 
Committee, which is annexed in the Appendix, and to which the 47pndix, 
Committee refer, ä 

In the ſecond Place; from the Evidence of Francis Menetone, who 
lived ſeveral Years in Oftend, and was employed in cutting and ma- 4 
nu facturing of Tobacco imported thither from England, and then 
packing it up in Papers of 1 /b. . each, and in Bags of 100 /b. vt. 
which were again put on Board Engliſh and Iriſh Veſſels; From 
the Evidence of Jobn Howell, who lived many Years in anders, and 
has frequently obſerved ſeveral Quantities of Tobacco imported into Ae. 
Oſtend and Dunkirk, and there repacked in Bales of 100 /b. wt. each, Nu. XVI. 
and then again put on Board Englih and Iriſh Veſſels, who waited 
there for that Purpoſe, and which were employed in relanding it in 
England or Ireland: Particulars of which will appear in his Examina- 
tion hereunto annexed ; and that this Trade is now principally carried 
or Dunkirk, there being no Duties paid there at landing, or export- 
ing, there are at Ofkend, 

Theſe Informations are corroborated by an Account given your 
Committee by Mr. Thomas Hyam abovenamed; that there has lately Appeniix, 
been conſiderable Quantities of ſweet ſcented Tobacco exported to Dun- N. VIII 
kirk (to which Place he deals himſelf) which is not a proper Species 


for that Market; and he has Reaſon to believe is with Deſign to re- 


land it in Great Britain or Ireland; and that he had Information from 
his Correſpondents at Dunkirk about twelve Months ago, of nine Bri- 
tiſh Veſſels at a Time taking in Cargoes of Tobacco there. 
The Veſſels employed in this Smuggling Trade, take out Clearances 
for the Ports of Spain, Portugal, or ſome other foreign Country, in Appendix, 
Order to produce, in Caſe they are met with on the Coaſt of Britain No. — 49 


or Ireland, while they are endeavouring to run their Cargoe. 


Tnis Method, of taking out Clearances for foreign Countries, is like- 
wiſe frequently practiſed in ſeveral of the Northern and Weſtern Parts, Apendix, 


when the Tobacco is intended to be run in Ireland, in Order to obtain Ne. X VII. 


Debentures, which could not be received (if entered for that King- 
dom) without producing a Certificate from the principal Officers of 
the Cuſtoms at the Port where it is landed there; whereas no Certifi- 
cate is, by Law, required of the landing in any foreign Port; and 


though the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms have frequently ſtopt the 


Debentures, on Suſpicion or Information of the Tobacco's being clan- 
deſtinely landed in Ireland, yet this Method has been found ineffectual 
to put a Stop to the Fraud, for want of ſufficient Evidence, which is very 
difficult to be obtained as to the landing there. | 
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There have been likewiſe conſiderable Quantities of Tobacco run 
without Payment of Duty, which have been ſeized and condemned, 
amounting to 958,745 Lb. wt. ſince Chriſtmas 1723; in which Quantity is 
contained the Tobacco relanded after Exportation; and Proſecutions fer 
the Penalties have been carried on for other Quantities, where the Per- 
ſons concerned have been convicted; others have compounded, have 
been made Evidence, died, or abſconded, upon which the Proſecutions 
have been diſcontinued. N 

In the Return of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms to the Houſe, 
ſince referred to this Committee, is contained a Narrative of another 
conſiderable Fraud diſcovered in the Year 1728; which conſiſted in the 
ſtealing and pilfering ſeveral Quantities of Tobacco from on Board the 
Ships in the River of Thames, and at the Time of landing; whic 
Fraud was commonly known by the Name of Socking : For the Parti- 
culars of which your Committee think proper to refer to the faid Re- 
turn, to avoid Prolixity. This was carried on for ſeveral Years, to a 
very great Degree, by the Tideſmen on Board, the Porters on the Keys, 
the Mates, the Boatſwains, and Crews of the ſeveral Ships; by the 
Lightermen, and by the Coopers, and other Perſons in the Merchants 
Service : In Conſequence of this Diſcovery, three Tideſmen, one Cooper, 
and two Lightermen were convicted, and ordered for Tranſportation ; 
one Boatſwain, one Tideſman, and one Porter were convicted, and or- 
dered to be publickly whipped on the Keys ; and about 150 Tideſmen 
and other interior Officers were diſmiſſed. 

The Tobacco ſo ſtolen, was lodged in Houſes on each Side of the 
River, and near the Keys, inhabited by Perſons employed in receiving 
and diſpoſing of the ſame ; in which Houſes were ſeized, at that time, 
twenty Tons of Tobacco, of which Quantity 22,741 10. wt. was 
condemned and forfeited, and the Remainder eſcaped for want of ſuffi- 
cient Proof. It appeared that this Tobacco was ſold by the Receivers 
to ſeveral conſiderable Dealers in Town, many of whom appeared to 
have bought large Quantities, as was acknowledged by ſome of them, 
tho' they denied their knowing it to be run. 

Your Committee having thus gone through the ſeveral Frauds com- 
mitted in this Branch of the Revenue, at Importation and Exportation, 
by relanding, running, and ſtealing or ſocking, think it their Duty to 
make ſome Obſervations on the whole, as the ſeveral Articles relate to 
the Loſs ſuſtained in the publick Revenue, to the Diminution of the 
Ballance of Trade to the Nation, the Prejudice of the Fair Trader, the 
Injury done to the Planters abroad, the Injuſtice to, and frequently the 
Ruin of, the Perſons bound for the Importer, and the fatal Conſequen- 
ces which have often attended the Factors themſelves. 

As to the Firſt, the Loſs to the publick Revenue is apparently very 


great by all theſe Branches of Fraud; the Amount of that Revenue ari- 


{ing entirely from the Duties actually paid for the Tobacco conſumed 
at home, after Deduction of the ſeveral Debentures for Repayment of 
Money and Diſcharge of Bonds: And conſequently the Amount of ſhort 
Weights at Entry, and over Weights at Exportation, are a Diminution 
of the Duties, which muſt otherwiſe be paid for Home-Conſumption ; 
as are likewiſe all ſuch Quantities as are relanded, run, or ſocked as 
aforeſaid z which ſupply the Home-Conſumption without Payment of 
Duty. | 
The great Inducement and Temptation to commit theſe Frauds, both 
at Importation and Exportation, ariſes from the Method of ſecuring 
the Duties by bonding, and diſcharging theſe Bonds at Exportation. 
| . The 


(rs) 


The Abuſe on the Publick ariſing from hence is, the diſcharging Old 4p. No. Xt, 


Bonds by new Importations, contrary to Law, and even contrary to the 
Oath taken by the Importer : And that this 1s too general a Practice, 
appears from the concurrent Evidence of all the Perſons examin'd by 


* 


your Committee; a flagrant Inſtance of which is above ſtated in the 4p. Ne XX. 


Caſe of Mr. Pee/e, who appears to have obtained Debentures to diſ- 
charge Bonds given a Twelvemonth before on an Entry from Virginia, 


XXII. 
XXIII. 


by a new Exportation of Maryland Tobacco. By this Means, the Mer- 4. No. VIII. 


chant is enabled to get into his Hands a conſiderable Sum of Money, 
to be employ'd in Trade, at Intereſt, or in any other manner that he 
thinks proper, to the Hazard of the Revenue; ſelling only one Cargo 
of Tobacco for Home-Conſumption, for which he'gave Bond; on ſuch 
Sale he receives the full Price, as it the Duty were paid; by this means 
he is in Poſſeſſion of a Sum equal to the Duties of the ſaid Tobacco, 
accountable to no body till the Expiration of Eighteen Months, when 
the Bonds will become payable, or, as ſome have inſiſted, of Three 
Years ; and if before that Time there is conſign'd to him a new Cargo, 
equal in Quantizy to the former, by diſcharging his Bonds with this 
new Importation (and ſo from Year to Year) he continues in Poſſeſſion 
of the aforeſaid Sum: And it has often happened, that by adventuring 
this Money in unſucceſsful Undertakings, the Crown has ſuffered, and 
the Bondſmen, and the Merchant himſelf, have been been involved in 


one common Calamity. This Abuſe appears, from the Examination of 4p. No. xIx. 


Mr. Black; and the Nature of it is very amply and diſtinctly ſet forth 
in the Examination of Mr. Hyam, before-mention'd ; as likewiſe in the 
Examination of Mr. Higginſon. 

Another Loſs to the Nation in general, from this Method of Bonding, 
ariſes from the Temptation the Factors are under to export, or ſell for 
Exportation, the Tobaccos entruſted to their Care, without any regard 
to the Price, and merely to diſcharge their Bonds; by which Means the 
Ballance of this profitable Branch of Trade is conſiderably leſſened , by 
clogging and over-loading the Markets in Foreign Countries, and conſe- 
quently depreciating the Commodity: How injurious this muſt likewiſe 
be to the Fair Trader, is too maniteſt to need any Illuſtration ; ſince, by 
this Means, the Commodities he has purchaſed for Exportation muſt 
lie on his Hands abroad, without any Poſſibility of diſpoſing of them 
to Advantage, as he might otherwiſe have done: And by this Means it 
is apparent how greatly the Planter is injured in the Sale, and even 
ſometimes brought in Debt, while the Factor receives his full Commiſ- 
ſion even for the Duty bonded and drawn back, by ſuch haſty Expor- 
tations, which in this- Caſe ſeems to be his principal View. That this 
has been too much practiſed, and has been of long Continuance, fully 


VIII. 


appears by the Memorial of the Council of Virginia, ſent to the Board of Ah. Ne. xXV. 


Trade fo long ſince as the Year 1713, an Extract of which is annexed 


in the Appendix, and is confirmed by the Examination of Mr. Hyam, 44. No VIII. 


and was greatly complained of by Sir John Randolph on behalf of the 
Planters. 
Fhe Method of diſcharging old Bonds by new Importations, is like- 


wiſe very gricvous and injurious to the Sureties bound with the Mer- 


chant to the Crown; ſince, by this Means, they continue ſubject to the 
Debt, long after the Tobacco for the Duties of which they were bound, 
has been either exported, or fold for Home-Conſumption 3 which has 
been the unfortunate Caſe of almoſt all thoſe who were Security for ſuch 
Merchants as died, or broke indebted to the Crown, -many of whom 


have been undone thereby. 
Your 


IV. 
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Your Committee proceeded, in the next place, to. examine into the 
Frauds and Abuſes committed in the Cuſtoms in the Branches of Tea and 
Brandy; which two Commodities ſeem to fall under the ſame Conſide- 
ration, both as they are blended together in the Returns from the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, and as they are uſually carried on by the 
ſame Perſons. 

Theſe Frauds are grown to ſo great a Height, and carried on in ſuch 
a violent and outrageous manner by the Perions concerned in them, as 
ſeems to call very ſtrongly for the Aſſiſtance of the Legiſlature to put 
a Stop to their Progreſs ; the Smugglers being grown to ſuch a Degree 
of Inſolence, as to carry on their wicked Practices by Force and Vio- 
lence, not only in the Country and remote Parts of the Kingdom, but 


Vide Return of even in the City of London itſelf ; going in Gangs, armed with Swords, 


the Commil- 


ſioners of the 
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Piſtols, and other Weapons, even to the Number of Forty or Fifty; 
by which Means they have been too ſtrong not only for the Officers of 
the Revenue, but for the Civil Magiſtrates themſelves, who have not 
been able to put a Stop to theſe pernicious Practices, even by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of ſuch regular Forces as have been ſent to their Aid, and diſ- 

erſed along the Coaſt, at the Requeſt of the Gentlemen of the Country. 

he Sloops and Boats appointed for preventing the running of Goods, 
have been likewiſe 8 beat off by great Numbers of armed Men on 
Board the Smuggling- Veſſels; nor have the larger Ships, which have been 
appointed by the Admiralty at proper Stations, tho? they have made con- 
ſiderable Seizures, been hitherto able to deter them; the Number of Cu- 
ſtom-Houſe Officers who have been beaten, abuſed, and wounded ſince 
Chriſtmas 1723, being no leſs than two Hundred and Fifty, beſides ſix 
others who have been actually murdered, in the Execution of their Duty: 
Nor does there ſeem any thing to have been wanting in the Endeavours 
of the Officers of the Revenue to diſcourage and put a Stop to theſe Prac- 
tices, by Seizures and Proſecutions, as far as the Law would extend, there 
having been no leſs than 251,320 /b. «vt. of Tea, and 652,924 Gal- 
lons of Brandy ſeized and condemned, and upwards of Two Thouſand 
Perſons proſecuted by the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms only, ſince the 
Year 1723, beſides what may have been done at the Exciſe-Office, 
which does not properly fall under the Examination of your Committee. 
Beſides which, there have been condemned in the ſame Time 229 Boats 
and other Veſſels, employed in this clandeſtine Trade, 185 of which 
have been burnt and deſtroyed, and the remaining 44 have been em- 
ployed in the Service of the Crown. The Particulars of all which be- 
ing very voluminous, are contained in the ſeveral Returns of the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, ſince referred to this Committee, which the 
Shortneſs of the Time has not allow'd us to examine or report ſo mi- 
nutely as might otherwiſe have been done. 

Your Committee having received Information, that Gabriel Tomkins, 
now a Priſoner in the County Goal of Surrey, for returning from Tran- 
ſportation, to which he was ſentenced for an Aſſault on the Officers of 
the Cuſtoms in the Year 1722, was willing to declare what he knew of 
the Practice of running Goods, your Committee ordered him to be 
brought to them to be examined; and he delivered to them a Liſt of 
ſeveral Grocers and other Shop-keepers in London, Weſtminſter and 
Southwark, with whom he had had Dealings, about three Years ago, 
for the Quantity of 15 or 20,000 10. wt. of Tea and Coffee in a Year ; 
and acquainted the Committee, that ſince that Time he had employed 
other Perſons to ſell for him; that he uſed to hire Veſſels to go over 
into Zealand to buy Tea and other Goods there, which he and his Con- 

| | federates 
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federates uſed to land on the Coaſt of Kent and Sufſex, in the Night time; 
which Goods they always convey*d to London, in Companies of 10 or 12, 
armed: That they travelled in the Night-time, and generally lodged 
their Goods five or ſix Miles out of Town, in Houſes hired for that pur- 

ſe, and then breught them up by 100 or 200 lb. wt. at a Time, 
in the N igbt, or at breaking up of the Watch, when they 4 of 
them to ſeveral Grocers and Druggiſts, ſometimes at their own Houſes; 
and ſometimes the Grocers met them in Coaches, and took the Goods 
from them; and the ſmaller Quantities were ſent by the Porters employed 
by the Grocers. Among others, he named one Caleb Leigh, who uted 
to receive Goods from him, at the Saracer*:-Head in Carter-Lane; and 
another, whom your Committee have not been able to find: That 
they were generally paid at the Delivery of the Goods, or the next 
Day; the Tea formerly ſelling from 9 to 105. per Pound, and of late 
Years from 5 5. to 6 5: And that he knew of great Quantities of Brandy 
run out of the Colliers, which they take in at Sea, out of Foreign Veſ- 
ſels. He likewiſe informed your Committee, of other Gangs and other 
Particulars, which your Committee forbear to mention, leait the Diſco- 
very might be prejudicial to any Proſecution which may be commenced , 
it being notorious, that the Perſons concerned in theſe wicked Practi- 
ces, frequently procure Evidences ready to ſwear whatever they are in- 
ſtructed; and to model them accordingly, whenever they are apprized of 


the Nature of ſuch Proſecution. This will evidently appear, by the A4ppendir, 
Examination of Mr. Jaac Poulſum, herein after mentioned. Your Com- Ne. XXVII. 


mittee then ſent for Caleb Leigh, whom they likewiſe examined; and, 
on aſking him, whether he knew Tomkins, he abſolutely denied it, and 
perſiſted in his Denial; as likewiſe that he ever received any Tea, or 
other Goods, at the Saracen's-Head in Litile Carter-Lane; though he was 
frequently deſired by your Committee to recollect. He was then ordered 
to withdraw; and being ſome time after called in again, he owned that he 
had two or three Times carried Goods, for one Hood, from the Sara- 
cews-Head (by which Name it appears Tomkins went at that Time); 
which Mood, or his Man, took from him in the Street; which appeared 
to be contrary to Tomkins's Evidence. He likewiſe acquainted the Com- 
mittee with one or two Places where he had carried ſmall Quantities 
but abſolutely denied his dealing for himſelf, or knowing any further 
Particulars, and groſly prevaricated in all his Anſwers ; with which your 
Committee thought it their Duty to acquaint the Houſe : Upon which 
he was taken into Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms. A few Days after, 
being in examined, he acknowledged, that he had carried Goods 
leyeral Times from Mod, at the Saracen's-Head, agreeable to Tomkins's 
Examination; and likewiſe from ſeveral other Places, and from other 
Gangs of Smugglers ; the Particulars of which your Committee forbear 
to mention, for the Reaſons aforeſaid. He likewiſe acknowledged, 
that Thomas Bettomly firſt brought him acquainted with Wood, agrecable 
to the Information of Tomkins ; whom, on confronting, he acknow- 
ledged to be the ſame Perſon. Your Committee likewiſe examined 
Thomas Bottomly, who, on his firſt Examination, abſolutely denied ever 
to have ſeen Tomkins, or Caleb Leigh, at the Saracen's-Head; but being 
confronted by Tomkins, acknowledged, that he had ſeen him there, and 
owned a few Particulars, which Tomtius mentioned, but prevaricated in 
all his Anſwers in a moſt extraordi manner; with which your Com- 
mittee thought it their Duty likewiſe to acquaint the Houſe ; and he 
was ordered alſo to be taken into Cuſtody. Some time after, being a 
ſecond Time examined, he acknowledged the Truth of what had been 
E 


given 
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given in Evidence by Tomkins and Leigh; and that he was acquainted 
with other Gangs of Smugglers, whoſe Faces he knew, but not their 
real Names ; and ſeemed to be really unable to give any material Infor- 
mation to your Committee, which might tend to a further Diſcovery 
than. what been already made by Tomkins and Leigh. 
From the Cuſtom-Houſe Accouuts and theſe Examinations, it is ap 
41pendix, parent how extenſive theſe Frauds are, and of how great a Number of 
No. XXVI. Perſons the ſeveral Gangs conſiſt ; but your Committee forbear menti- 
oning the Names of particular People contained in the Informations. of 
Tomkins and Leigh, not only for the Reaſons above mentioned, but like- 
wiſe to avoid doing any Injury to ſuch, againſt whom there may not 
appear ſufficient Evidence, and alſo to ſuch who may, by this Time, have 
de ſiſted from their evil Practices. 
Return 21 There are likewiſe ſeveral other Inſtances of Frauds and Abuſes com- 
May 1733, mitted in theſe two Branches of the Revenue, as will appear in the Re- 
2 turns from the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms delivered to the Houſe, 
* and ſince referred to this Committee, the Particulars of which your 
Committee have not had Time to examine into. 
Return of the In the next Place your Committee entered upon the Conſideration of 
Commes Cu- the Papers referred to them by the Houſe, which relate to the Frauds 
froms deliver- and Abuſes in the Cuſtoms on Wine, by which they find, that of the 
_ ys 4pri1 Quantities ſeized, and of the Running of which they had been inform- 
1723. ed, no more was condemned ſince Chriſtmas 1723 than 2208 Hog- 
ſheads, or thereabouts ; although the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, in 
the Year 1725, had received Informations upon Oath, that there had 
been run in the three Counties of Hamphire, Dorſetſhire, and Devon- 
ſhire, from Chriſtmas 1723 to Chriſtmas 1725, 4738 Hogſheads; and 
upon Inquiry into theſe Frauds, found Reaſon to diſmiſs thirty Officers. 
Informations were entered againſt four Hundred Perſons concerned in 
running the ſaid Wines, thirty eight of the principal Offenders were taken 
and committed to Gaol, one Hundred and eighteen admitted as Evi- 
dence, and forty five compounded for their Offences. 
Return 2 47, Among the Perſons principally concerned in this clandeſtine Trade 
1733. 1 on the Coaſt of Hampſbire, were Fohn Hatch and David Boyes, who 
mentioned. Were proſecuted, and Judgment obtained againſt them, on which they 
were committed to the Priſon of the Fleet : And your Committee being 
informed that 1/aac Poulſum, who was their Clerk during the Time of 
their carrying on theſe Frauds, and who was inſtrümental in making 
the Diſcoveries at that Time to the Commiſſioners ef the Cuſtoms, could 
give them material Information as to their Manner of carrying them on, 
the Methods by which they eſcaped Diſcovery, and the ſeveral Arts 
uſed to procure Witneſſes and inſtruet them on Tryals, by which 
Iopendixr, Means they feldom loſt the” Cauſe. They proceeded to examine the 
Ne. XXVII. ſaid [aac Poulſum, who informed your Committee, that one of their 
Methods was to buy great Quantities of decayed French Wine, which 
had been condemned ar the Cuſtom-Houſe at Port/mouth and Cows, in 
Order to cover what they run; another Method was, by taking out 
Coaſt Diſpatches for 16 or 20 Hogſheads at a Time, of old four Wine 
or other Mixtures: The Veſſel then failed, met another Ship at a Sta- 
tion appointed, threw away the four Wine, and taking in a freſh 
Cargoe, proceeded to the Port mentioned in the Clearance: This be- 
ing ſuſpected, after they had practiſed it a conſiderable Time, they 
had a new Invention, by Hogſheads with a double Head at one End, 
between which there was good Wine for the Officers to taſte, the Re- 
mainder being filled with Water, or other Liquor of no Value, N 
which 
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which they got the like Diſpatches, and proceeded on the like 
Fraud. 


He likewiſe acquainted the Committee of another Method, by alter- 
ing 


of Coaſt Coquets; and many other Particulars with regard to the 


Manner of Running, as will appear in his Examination annexed ; and 
likewife (among other Inſtances) in an Account from the Cuſtom-Houſe, Return 3 Aris 
of Frauds committed in this Commodity, delivered to the Houſe, and 1733, atove- 


ſince referred to this Committee: | 
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« Poul/1m further informed your Committee, that fevera] Seizures of 
Wine were made from Hatch and Boyes, during the Lime above 
mentioned; but that if they had any Room to conteſt with the Ot- 
ficers in the Court of | Exchequer, they ſeldom failed to get a Ver- 
dict by Means of ſuborned Evidence; that they always had in their 
Service near twenty Boatmen and Labourers, who did little or no- 
thing elſe but aſſiſt them in running their Goods, and ſwearing for 
them on all Occaſions. That whenever they received Notice. of a 
Tryal, eight or ten of theſe Fellows were ſent to London in Order 
to be Witneſſes: That very often they have gone to Londen, on 
thoſe Occaſions, without knowing what they have been to ſwear till 


they got thither: That when any of their Wines have been ſeized, 


either in a Waggon or out of their Warehouſes, though the Hog- 
ſheads were ſtill wet with the Salt Water in running them a Shore, 
Hatch or Boyes, together with one of their Coopers, would imme- 
diately go before a Commiſſioner from the Court of Exchequer for 
taking Affidavits, and make Oath, that they either bought the ſaid 
Wines out of the. Cuſtom-Houſe as condemned, or of ſome Mer- 
chant in a fair Way of Trade, with ſuch other Circumſtances as 
were needful to cover the Fraud : That they uſed to endeavour to 
find out what the Evidence was for the Crown, and then they. would 
be ſure to bring a greater Number of. Witneſſes to contradict ſuch 
Evidence: That if there happened to be but one or two Witneſſes 
for the Crown, which was often the Caſe, they would invalidate 
their Evidence by ſome Story; ſuch as, that they had ſeveral Times 
declared they would loſe no Oppoi tunity to ruin the Defendant ; or 
that they had declared they were to have ſuch a Gratuity, if a Ver- 
dict was given for the Crown on their Evidence; or that they had 
offered ſome of the Defendant's Evidences Sums of Money to change 
Sides, and join with them in ſwearing for the Crown: That before 
any Tryal came on, they uſed to ſummon together ſo many of theſe 
People as they thought they ſhould ſtand in Need of; and to ac- 
quaint them, as far as they could, what Oppoſition they expected 
to meet with: That they then gave every one his Cue, taking Care 
that cach had his Part, according to his Capacity: That if it were 
long or difficult, they commonly gave it them in Writing, that 
they might learn it by Heart, ſo as to be perfect on the Tryal, as 
indeed they commonly were. 7777 2 | 

<< By theſe, and other Methods, they were ſure to ſupport any Fal- 
fities by- ſeveral Witneſſes; by which Means, together with ſome of 
the Jury leaning generally to their Side, they ſeldom or never fail'd 
to obtain a Verdict. 


Theſe Facts will appear to be confirmed by ſeveral particular In- 


ſtances mentioned in his Examination, as likewiſe in the Return from 
the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms; together with ſeveral other Frauds, 
accompanied with Inſults on the Officers of the Revenue, practiſed on 


other 


mentioned. 
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other Parts of the Sea Coaſt, which your Commmittee forbear to men- 
tion particularly, | 

There was likewiſe laid before your Committee, by the Commiſſion- 
ers of the Cuſtoms, an Abſtract of ſeveral Frauds committed by Sir 
Randolph Kaipe deceaſed in Combination with ſeveral Land-waiters, . at 
the landing of Linnens and other Goods from Danlzict, Ruſia, and 
other Places, taken from the Examination of Joſeph Shactell hereunto 


Ne. XXVIIIL annexed; and the faid Foſeph Shackell, being examined before your 


Committee, atteſted the Contents of this Information to be true, part 
of which was likewiſe acknowledged (ſo far as they were concerned) 
by two of the Landwaiters, before the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms. 

There have likewiſe been laid before your Committee, within theſe 
few Days, by the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, the ſeveral Accounts 
following. | 

An Account of the Frauds which have come to the Knowledge of the 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtorſs relating to Linnen, Eaſt-India Goods, 
Concealments, falſe Package, and French Goods, containing, 

1. Particular Inftances of Frauds in Linnen. 

2. Mr. Bonnell's Account of Frauds diſcovered by him, in Eaſt-India 
and other Ships, with the Names of the Perſons concerned therein, and 
of the Officers diſmiſſed on that Occaſion, the Money paid them for 
conniving thereat, and the Money recovered on thoſe Proſecutions. 

3. An Account of the Frauds which have been committed in the 
Importation and Running of Zaſt-India Goods, in the Weſtern Parts 
and London. 

4. The like Account from the Northern Ports. 

5. Seizures of Eaſt India Goods. | 

An Account of Frauds which have been committed in the Exporta- 
tion and relanding Debenture Goods in the Weſtern Ports, and London, 
with the Proceedings which have been had thereupon. 

An Account of Frauds committed by Maſters of Ships making falſe 
Reports, in the Weſtern Ports and London, with the Proceedings which 
have been had thereupon. 

An Account of the Frauds in bribing Officers of the Cuſtoms, in th 
Weſtern Ports and London, with the Proceedings thereupon. ; 

Which, though they are in themſelves of great Importance, yet they 
appeared too voluminous to admit of a particular Examination, ſo as 
to extract them, and make proper Obſervations thereon : Your Com- 
mittee therefore choſe to lay them. betore the Houſe, in the manner they 
received them. | | | 

Your Committee have thus gone through ſuch of the ſeveral Frauds 
and Abuſes, into which they were directed to enquire, as have come to 
their Knowledge, on examining the Accounts and Papers referred to 
them by the Houſe, or fince laid before them purſuant to Orders of 
the Committee, and by the ſeveral Informations they have received 
from living Witneſſes. This they have endeavour'd to do, with the 
greateſt Diligence and Exactneſs: And, if they have not extended 
their Enquiry ſo far, or entered into fo many Particulars as might be 
expected, it ought to be attributed to the Nature, Extent and Variety 
of the Frauds, too many and too great to be minutely examined or 
detected, in fo ſhort a Time as they have had for that purpoſe; the 
artful and intricate Management of ſome of theſe Frauds, and the 
Number of the others, as well as of the Perſons concerned in them, 
having rendered a therough Di: quiſition almoſt impracticable. 
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LisT of Par ERS in the APPENDIX. 


Time to Time, by ſeveral Acts of Parliament 
Form of the Maſters Report —— 
Form of the Merchants Entry — — nr 


"ET H OD of collecting the Duties as altered, 1 5 1 


Sir John Randolph's Examination — — — IV. 
Mr. Gilbert Higginſon's Examination — —— — V. 
Mr. Edward Randolph's Examination — — VI. 
MF. Bryan Phil pot's Examination — — — VII. 
Mr. Thomas Hyam's Examination —— — — VIII. 
Memorial of the Merchants at Briſtol in the Year 1721 — IX, 
Account of the Weights of Vi — Hogſheads ſince the x 

Manifeſts — Fe 
Form of the Collectors Certificate of the Payment of Duty] XI 


 Inwards 
Form of a Cocquet, or Warrant for Shipping Outwards —— XII. 


Form of a Debenture — — — XIII. 
Mr. Parr's Examination — — — — XIV. 
Mr. Francis Menetone's Examination — — XV. 
Mr. Jobn HowelPs Examination — — XVI. 
Particular Inſtances of Frauds in Tobacco XVII. 
Certificate of the Payment of the Duty of 8084 1b. ut. of 2 XVIII 
bacco, imported by Mr. Black, and exported by Mr. Cox \. 
Mr. Black's Examination —— — XIX. 
Certificate of the Payment of the Duty of 160,459 1b. ot. XX 
of Tobacco, imported by Mr. Peele— ——_ | . 
Entry Outwards — 0 8 XXI. 


on ops for the Old Subſidy — — — XX. 
Debenture for the other Duties —— — XIXIII. 


Compariſon of the Weights, Inwards and Outwards, of 201 


Hogſheads bought of Mr. Peele by Mr. Hyam — V. 
Fxtract of a Memorial of the Council of Virginia in 1913 = XXV. 
Narrative of riotous running of Tea and Brandy, Sc. — XXVI. 


Mr. Poulſum*s Examinations 


8 — XXVII. 


Foſeph ShakelPs, Information of Frauds committed by Sir 
Randolph Kniffe = _ | XX VIII. 
3 
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NUMBER l. 


An Account of the various Methods of collecting 
the Duties on Tobacco, as they have been altered 
from Time to Time by the reſpective Acts of Par- 

liament, and the Manner in which they are col- 
lected at preſent. 


The Duty on one Pound of Tobacco 


Ads referr'd to. | Bondable for 
12 Car, II. 1660. Subſidy —— 1d. Diſc. 5 per Cent. | 
Ditto —— —— Add Duty — 14. Diſc. 5 per C. and 7; per C. 9 Months, 
1 Zac. II. 1685. Impoſt — 3 d. Diſc. 10 per C. if paid in 3 Months, 


This 3 Pence was to be paid down 8 in 6 
on Entry by a Retailer, Con- 6 — 9 | 
ſumptioner, or Shop-keeper, but 18 Months. 


a Merchant Importer might 
bond it payable in 18 Months ; 2 — 15 
which Method was altered by 

the 7th and 8'Þ of King William, 

allowing the ſeveral Diſcounts 

abovementioned, and 8 per Cent. 

for Waſte or Shrinkage, if con- 

ſumed in England, and 4 per 

Cent. for Waite and Shrinkage of 

what was Exported, but not to 

be paid where the whole Quan- 

tity entered was Exported. 


9M. III. 1697. Further Subſidy 1d. Diſc. ; per C. and 21 per C. 3 Months. 
2 Anne 1703. + Subſidy + Dilc. 5 per C. and 4+ per C. 9 Months. 


——ů—ů 


Total 6 + 

By an Act 12 Anne, damaged Tobacco was given up to be burnt, and 
the Importer was paid One Penny Half Penny per Pound, in Conſide- 
ration of prime Coſt and Freight. 

By the ſame Act, all the Bondable Duties were made payable at 18 
Months, and beſides there was further allowed 8 per Cent. out of all 
the Duties Inwards, and not to be deducted at Exportation; by which 
Means the Duties repaid on Exportation, exceeded the Duties Inwards 
one Shilling and ten Pence in every twelve hundred Pounds Weight of 
Tobacco, notwithſtanding half the Old Subſidy was retained. | 

By the ſame Act, Tobacco on paying down the Old Sublidy of one 
Penny per Pound, might be warehouſed at the Merchant's Charge, un- 
der the Queen's and the Merchant's Locks, when the Merchants were 

under Difficulties and unable to give good and ſufficient Security. 


By the Act of Parliament preceding the 12 Ann. the Merchants had 
12 Months to export their Tobacco, to entitle them to the Drawback of 
all the Duties, except the Impoſt, for which they were allowed eighteen 
Months; but by that Act the Time was enlarged to 18 Months for all 
the Duties. | 

By an Act paſſed ꝙ Geo. I. all the ſaid Diſcounts and Allowances are 
repealed and abrogated ; and in lieu thereof, on paying down the ſaid 
Duties in ready Money, the Importer is allowed 25 per Cent, which re- 


duces the whole to four Pence three Farthings per Pound; and in caſe | 


the Importer gives Bond, as he may for the Additional Duty, Impoſt 
New, and + Subſidies, payable in eighteen Months, he is allow'd out of 
the Duties bonded, 15 per Cent. which reduces the Duties to five Pence 


Farthing ; and if he pays his Bond ſooner, he hath 7 per Cent. Diſcount 


for the Time unexpired. | 8 1 5 

Tobacco damaged by the Voyage is to be burnt, and hath an Half 
Penny per Pound allowed in Conſideration of Freight and Charges, 
provided it-exceeds not thirty Shillings on any one Hogſhead, 
a Tobacco Exported draws back the Money paid down, or vacates the 

onds. 5 

By an Act 7 Geo. I. Cap. 20. Sect. 10. the Merchants are allowed three 
Years for exporting their Tobacco, to entitle them to a Debenture for 
the Drawback of the Duties. 


A ſhort View of the Duties on one Pound of Tobacco at the fol- 
lowing Periods of Time. 


Nett Duty. | Groſs 
9 Draw- 


Daly. If paid. If bonded.\ back. 


— — — 


x2 Car. II. Sibfidy = 2 1 


Ditto Additional Duty I 
| | FR . 
In King Charless Reign — Total —- 2 18. = (1 14 
1 Fac. II. Impoſt — = 3 


In King Fames's Reign — Total — 41 th 
9 Will, Ill. Further Subſidy — 1 4: 


In King William's Reign — Total — 
2 Ann, 3 Subſidy — — 


Pence Pts | Pence Pu.] Pente Pts, | Pence Pts, 


The Duties at preſent — Total _ 


Cusrou-Housx, London, Ros. Paul, D. Collector. 
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NUMBER II. 


The Form of a RxroRT Inwards. 


N the Ship George of London, Britiſh Built, Property all Britiſh, a- 

bout Sixty Tons, with eight Men, being all Britiþ Men, beſides 
George Burroughs a Britiſh Man, Maſter for this preſent Voyage from 
Virginia. | 


MH — 5 
e % Milian us... 
LW 3 


32 Hogſheads Tobacco. 
It more Goods they are inſerted in the ſame Manner, 

I do ſwear that the Entry above written, now tendered and ſubſcrib- 
ed by me, is a juſt Report of the Name of my Ship, it's Burthen, Built, 
Property, Number, and Country of Mariners, the preſent Maſter and 
Voyage; and that it further contains a true Account of my Lading, 
with the particular Marks, Numbers, Quantity, uality, and Conſign- 
ment of all the Goods and Merchandizes in my ſaid Ship, to the beſt 


of my Knowledge; and that I have not broke Bulk or delivered any 
Goods out of my ſaid Ship ſince her Loading in Virginia. 


So help me God. 
Signed, 
Gro, Bux ROS. 


Sworn before us the 210 Day 
of May 1733. 


Signed, 


Ros, Pavs; D. Colleftor.. 
Txro, CAusrox, D. Comptroller, 
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NUMBER III. 


Form of a WARRANT or ENTRY of TOBACCO, 
all Duties paid. 


N the George inc; Geo. Burroughs from Virginia, 
Imported by Commiſſion 
William Jones. William Tones. 
E. £5: 
W. D. — 7( Thirty two Hogſheads qf ſixteen Thouſand Pounds 
E. C. — 174 Tobacco, all Duties paid, 
L. W. a 3 
| „ te 
Old Subſidy — — 50 
New Subſidy — 50 
Additional Duty —— 50 
2. Subſidy — — 2613 4 
impoſt Duty 150 


— 


All Duties paid — 316 13 4 


Signed 


Ros. Pavr, D. Collector. 
Tno. CavsTon, D. Comptroller, 


Signed, 
E. HuS, pro Collector. 


H. GRAN OGER, Examiner. 
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NUMBER IV. 


Sir Joux RanDoLen's Examination May 2, 1733. 


and ſince the Year 1720, hath been very well acquainted with 

the Courſe of the Tobacco Trade, and of the Complaints of the 
Planters ; that within that Time among the Number of Tobacco Mer- 
chants or Factors in London, which is now reckoned above forty, Mr, 
Higginſon, Mr. Midford, and Mr. Randolph, very conſiderable Traders, 
and Mr. Toll, of leſs Note, have failed; and upon the Concluſion of 
their Affairs were found to.be greatly indebted upon Bonds at the Cuſtom- 
Houſe. | | | 

That. the three firſt he knew diſburſed large Sums in Shipping in Cre- 
dit to the Planters, and in Cargoes adventured abroad upon their own 
Account; that he believes they far exceeded their Original Fortunes, 
yet by the Credit they obtained at the Cuſtom-Houſe, were able to make 
a Figure in Trade for many Years: That Midford's Credit was not at 
all ſuſpected that he ever heard till his Death, and then it appeared he 
was inſolvent : That he is ſatisfied every Body concerned in this Trade, 
either have or might have, the Uſe of great Sums of Money they owe 
for Duties, becauſe he has heard ſome of the. principal Men among 
them claim it as a Priviledge intended them by the Acts of Parliament 
which limited the Payment of Bonds to eighteen Months, and enlarged 
the Time for Exportation to three Years: That 'it has been publickly 
avowed, that there was ſuch a Credit, without which the Trade could 
not be carried on : That this Abuſe, the Frauds in Weights at Land- 
ing and Shipping off, and the greateſt Grievances of the Planters, he 
imputes to the Method of ſecuring the Duties by Bonds, and diſcharging 
them by Debentures, which are ſo looſely worded as to leave room for 
Conſtruction; and.if Tobacco was lock'd up in Warehouſes for Secu- 
rity of the Duty, and that paid down (when delivered out for Home- 
Conſumption) with the preſent Abatements, or when ſhipped off again 
exported by Certificate only, all the Frauds in weighing would infallibly 
be prevented, the Merchants, who are Men of Subſtance, would car- 
ry on their Trade with more Eaſe, and the Planters would profit by 
it in many Particulars. 

That the Commiſſion they pay now is generally 3 per Cent. 2x the 
cuſtomary Allowance to the Factor, and the other Half for inſuring 
Debts, and whoever deſires to be inſured, muſt ſubmit to pay ſo much 
upon the whole Duties, not only for the Tobacco fold for Home-Con- 
ſumption, where there is a Hazard, but for that which is exported to 
foreign Markets, where he conceives there is none at all ; which, con- 
ſidering other Advantages they have, is too great a Burthen upon the 
Planters to be borge. But if they were diſcharged from giving Bonds, 
they could haye no Pretence to charge Commiſſion upon the nominal 


Duty on exported Tobacco, which would eaſe the Planters as to ſo _ ; 
c 


T HAT he has lived in Virginia the greateſt Part of his Life, 
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That if the Duty was turned upon the Buyer, they would be thereby re- 
lieved : That he does not apprehend the Factors can juſtly entitle them- 
ſelves by the Cuſtom of Merchants, even now, to any Commiſſion upon 
the bonded Duties, when thoſe Bonds are diſcharged by Debentures, 
which are obtained at the Expence of the Planters, and are Inſtruments 
of great Advantage to the Factors in the Article of Credit, by their 
own Confeſſion. | | 


up in the Trade and have'a well eſtabliſhed Credit, 
That the preſent Method of the Cuſtoms hath other bad Influences 


F &- © F500 Tf as 


to the ill N of the Merchants, in over-ſtocking the Markets a- 
y 


and he cannot account for this Miſchief, without ſuppoſing that they are 
under a Neceffity of doing it in order to diſcharge their Bonds at the 
Cuſtom-Houſe, and to draw back the Money paid down there upon 
the Entry; for he has heard a Dutch Merchant ſay, he was turned out 
of Trade by this Practice: That when himſelf and others had bought 
a Quantity of Tobacco ſufficient to anſwer all the Occaſions of Holland, 
the Merchants who ſold it to them, at the ſame Time ſent great 8 
tities thither, and reduced them to the Neceſſity of ſelling at ſuch Pri- 
ces, as would not enable them to carry on the Trade any longer, which 
is a great Detriment to the Planters, whoſe Tobacco is ſent upon their 

| ; own 


= 


* 
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own Riſque, is ſubjected to Inſurance, double Freight, Commiſſion and 
other Charges, and at laſt produces a wretched Price. 

That if the Tobacco-Merchants in London could be put into a Con- 
dition to keep the Tobacco here, till it is wanted abroad, the Buyers 
there would, in regard to their own Intereſt, not exceed the preſent Exi- 
gencies of the Market, and yet perhaps Buyers would not be wanting 
in ſeveral Parts of Europe, for the whole Quantity imported, above what 
may ſerve the Home- Conſumption. | 

That, he thinks, the Diſproportion in the Price of Tobacco ſold for 
Home-Conſumption, which is ſuppoſed to pay the Duty, and that which 
is exported and ſold clear of Duty, is the cleareſt Evidence of Fraud in 
the World: For Inſtance, this Year the beſt Oronoto Tobacco has been 
fold for Home-Conſumption at 7d. a Pound, and very lately he heard 
of forty Hogſhcads ſold at 74d. when at the fame Time none in the 
Trade have told any for Exportation under 24. and that in very ſmall 
Quantities, two thouſand Hogſheads of the inferior Oronoto has been ſold 
for 24d. and a great deal at 31 d. a 

That it can hardly be proved that any Body pays down the bondable 
Duties upon Oronoto Tobacco, unleſs with Deſign to ſhip it off as bon- 
ded, and ſo obtain a Drawback of 33 d. inſtead of 44 d. 

That Oronoko Tobacco is not ſuitable to the Conſumption here, and 
therefore when it is ſold for that Purpoſe, muſt neceſſarily be ſold at a 
Price below the Market, in Prejudice to that which is fit for Home- 
Conſumption, which is a Diſadvantage no fair Trader would put the 
Trade under. - | 

That no Body will ſell for leſs at Home, than he may have Abroad, 
if he could do otherwiſe: That he takes it to be clear, that thoſe who 
have done it this Year, muſt have had Debentures for the whole Quan- 
tity they entered, and having gained ſo much by Fraud between the 
Weights Inwards and Outwards, cannot poſſibly export it. 

Any Computation that can be made of the Weights of each Hog- 
ſhead in Virginia, will be very uncertain before the Year 1732, but for 
that Year it may be known from the Manifeſts of the Ships, which are 
tranſmitted to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms in London, and the 
chief Officers in the Out-Ports, purſuant to a Law lately made in Lir- 
ginia. Yet, he believes, it may be relied upon, that a Hogſhead of To- 
bacco weighed more from the Year 1715, till the Execution of this Law 
began, becauſe- every Body uſed to exceed the legal Size of the Hog- 
ſhead; and when Tobacco was not ſubject to a publick Inſpe&ion, it 
was generally preſſed more, which frequently bruiſed and diſcoloured 
it: But now no Hogſhead can paſs that exceeds four Feet in Length 
of the Stave, and thirty Inches in the Diameter of the Head: And 
every Body is careful in the preſſing of their Tobacco, leſt by over- 
doing it, it ſhould be disfigured, and ſuſpected to be bad. 

That, he believes, the Weight of a Hogſhead in Virginia now, may 
be about 800 Suttle Pounds generally, and from that to 950; but he 
cannot ſettle any exact Proportion upon the whole Importation, and the 
moſt that ever he heard computed for the natural Decreaſe of the Weight 
between Virginia and the Cuſtom-Houſe, has been 8 per Cent. yet he 
has known the Difference in the Planters Accounts to be above two hun- 
dred, and he cannot imagine that the Weight can be leſſened ſo much as 
$ per Cent. in many Inſtances, by the natural waſting, becauſe he has 
| known the Difference in an Account of his own to be, at Briſtol, no more 
than about 1546, u. in a'Hogſhead; and he has heard ſome ſay, RP 

| 4 1 have 
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have been exact in weighing, that ſometimes it holds out within 20 or 
25 Pounds. 

But the Loſs of Weight muſt be more, or leſs, according to the 
Preſſure the Tobacco undergoes in packing, and the Drineſs or Moi- 
ſture of it, when it is packed; that whi 
will be leaſt expoſed to the Air, and conſequently loſe leſs; and that 
which is packed dry, leſs than what is moiſter. But when ever any 
extraordinary Difference happens, which has been frequent, and always 
complained of, ſince he can remember, by the Planters, the Merchants 
impute it to Plundering, which they call Socking. 3 


is moſt cloſely preſſed, 


— 
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HAT he ſerved ſeven Years Apprenticeſhip to a Tobacco 
Merchant, and afterwards carried on an extenſive Trade him- 
ſelf, for the Space of twelve Years, or thereabouts ; by which 

means, he became well acquainted with the Nature and Practice of that 

Trade: So he well knows that very great Frauds and Abuſes have been 

committed, both in the Importations and Exportations of Tobacco; 

but chiefly occaſioned by a private Underſtanding between certain Mer- 

o_ and certain Officers: Which have been effected in the Manner fol- 
owing : 

That the Landwaiters, on landing the Tobacco, enter the Weights in 
their Books conſiderably ſhort of what they really weigh, from a C. wr. 
to 4 or 5 C. wt. per Hogſhead, in proportion to what They will bear, and 
in order to prevent a Diſcovery by the Surveyors (who ſometimes cauſe 
Hogſheads to be re-weighed which have paſſed the Scale) the Land- 
waiters take down the real Weights on looſe Papers, till the Hogſheads 
are carried off the Keys, -which are induſtriouſly hurried away as faſt as 
can conveniently be done; then They curtail and enter them to the re- 
ſpective Accounts, in their Books. | 

That the Merchant concerned in this fraudulent Practice frequently 
takes up, or huſbands, the Ship himſelf at the Water-ſide, or otherwiſe 
employs ſome very truſty Hand to be his Operator, In the Water-ſide 
Books are entered down the real Weights at the Scale, as they are called 
out by the Weigher, which Books going afterwards into his Counting- 


Houſe, (and he keeping an Account with the Cuſtom-Houſe himſelt) 


may prevent even his own Servants knowing any Thing of the Advan- 
tages gained: So that it hath been almoſt impracticable to detect theſe 
artful myſterious Ways of working, 

That when the Goods are all landed, the Merchant's Book, and the 
Landwaiter's, are caſt up; one contains the real, and the other the ſhort 
Weights, (as obſerved before) ſo the Difference betwixt their Amount 


ſhews the Pounds of Tobacco in favour of the Merchant, for which he 


gives as a Gratuity about one third or one half of the Cuſtoms ſaved 
(according as they agree) which Cuſtoms amount to, in ſome Ships, 
15001, Sterling, or more. 

That upon the Lowneſs of the Markets here, the Planters, eſpeci- 


ally thoſe in Maryland, have of late Years made their Hogſheads of 


Tobacco about one third heavier than they uſed to do; agreeable to 
which, he has been informed by ſome Merchants in the Trade, that the 
Tobacco, by all their Ships from Maryland, weighed 7207. round, 
one with another. Theſe great Weights have given the Merchant the 


better Opportunity of defrauding the Revenue; and he does verily be- 


lieve, that during theſe laſt five or ſix Tears, it hath been more effectu- 


ally 


3 
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ally ſo done, than before; and what induces him the more to believe 
ſo is, that having ſent down to the Jerquer's Office to examine the 
Weights of Tobacco made out by. the Merchants, he finds, that up- 
on fifteen Hogſheads, in one Account of Sales, the Revenue was de- 
frauded of about 30 C. wt. beſides conſiderable upon the other, there being 
ſhort Entries from half C. to 4 C. wt. per Hogſhead. He has been infor- 
med, by a Merchant in the Secret, and he verily believes the ſame to be 


true, That ſeveral Perſons in the Trade have been concerned in theſe 


iniquitous Practices for ſome Years laſt paſt. 
here are ſome Advantages gained by the Weighers, but they are tri- 


fling in Compariſon of the others. 

he Frauds Outward at the Port of London, are not fo general as In- 
ward ; but what are committed that Way, *tis chiefly done by the 
Merchants making Additions to the real Weights of particular Hog- 
ſheads, on Endorſement of the Cocquets, and which are commonly ad- 
ded to thoſe which are the lighteſt. | 

The Merchant often procures Leave for ſhipping off, before the Sear- 
cher comes down himſelf; ſo that thoſe Hogſheads wherein is the Abuſe, 
are hurried off the Keys firſt, | | | 

Sometimes the Merchant, as he has been informed and believes, is in 
Fee with the Deputy Searcher; ſo that few or no Hogſheads are 
weighed on ſhipping off, and when any are, he hath private Notice 
what Numbers to pitch on, to prevent any Inconveniency ariſing there- 
Ren | 73 

That by the illicit Methods which have been taken In and Out by 
ſome Perſons in the Trade, tis his real Opinion and Belief from parti- 
cular Informations, that they have diſcharged their Bonds with about 
two thirds of the Number of Hogſheads they imported; and that the 
Revenue hath ſuffered by ſuch Practices the beſt part of 100, ooo 
Pounds per Annum in this Port of London, for ſome Years laſt paſt; 
beſides a great deal of Prejudice done to the fair Traders, ; 

It has been a conſtant Practice with moſt of the Tobacco Merchants, 
to apply one Ships Loading of Tobacco to the Diſcharge of the Bonds 
of another, by which Means they have frequently had large Sums of 
the Crown's Money in their Hands from Time to Time. As for Ex- 
ample ; a Merchant enters 500 Hogſheads and gives Bonds, he ſells 
the Tobacco in Town at the long Price, receives. the Money, but in- 
ſtead, of diſcharging his Bonds, he converts it to other Purpoſes; next 
Year a Ship arrives with 500 Hogſheads more, he enters and bonds 
the ſame, and ſhips theſe laſt 500 Hogſheads to the Diſcharge of the 
Bonds of the former Entry; by which Method of pro--cding, he hath 
it continued from Year to Tear without paying any incereſt. *Tis by 
ſuch Miſapplication of banded Entries, the Merchant hath been en- 
couraged to run in Debt to. the Crown, and conſequently very conſide- 
rable Loſſes have frequently happened to the Revenue, 

The Merchants often cauſe the Marks and Numbers of the Hog- 
ſheads to, be cut and defaced, in Order to prevent a Detection. 

It 1s very ſeldom the Merchants repack any Hogſheads of Tobacco 
for Exportation (and when they do, ?tis ſuch on which are very large 
Damages, and which they generally ſell in Town) ſo that what they 
alledge in that Reſpect as a Reaſon why their Hogſheads weigh more 
Our, than In, is trifling and without Foundation. 

As to 15 Hogſheads ſhort 30 C. wt. he aſked for an Account of Sales, 
took a Copy ſuſpecting a Fraud, and ſent to compare this Account 
of Sales with the Jerquer's Book, Copy was of an original Ac- 


count 
3 
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count of Sales; the Marks, Number, Ship's Name,. and Time of 
Entry agreed; and this Difference appear ed of 30 C. ſhort Weight in 
fifteen Hogſheads. 
Hie never knew Tobacco repacked for Exportation, on Account of 
different Kinds in the fame imported Hogſhead. 

Tobacco manufactured is generally, as he takes it, exported in Boxes, 
and different Package from the Hogſheads in which it was imported. 

He has known a Merchant truſt Landwaiters, without attending 
himſelf, or employing a Huſband ; and that one Landwaiter has been 
truſted ſometimes, and the orher Waiter has copied from his Book : 
They keep a Look-out for the Surveyor's coming, and enter the true 
Weights from the looſe Paper of the Hogſheads not carried off; he 
has known the Merchant to refuſe to let the Surveyor reweigh ; he knows 
the Huſband, and has good Reaſon to believe, he is in theſe Se- 
crets. | 
The fifteen Hogſheads of Tobacco, wherein the Revenue was de- 
frauded of about 30 C, wt. were Part of ſeventeen Hogſheads belonging 
to Captain Zohn Murdock, of Maryland; that the ſaid Murdock being 
in London in February 1729-30, acquainted him, that he had a few 
Days before, received from Mr. William Black, an Account of Sales of 
ſeventeen Hogſheads of Tobacco by the Hume; that he deſired him to 
let him have the ſaid Account a Day or two, which accordingly he 
did; ſo this Examinant took a true Copy of the ſame ; that he has ex- 
amined the Weights with the Landwaiter's Book, and finds the Diffe- 
rence to be as under, viz. TIE 


Weights according to Wes. for which Wis. toben deli- 


the Landuaiters the Merchant | vered for Expor- ' 
Books. charges the tation, ar per A 
Cuſtoms. count of Sales. 

No C. 9rs. /b. | C. Drs. K. C. 9rs. 1b. 
1. 4 1 4s 5 3 21 — 604 
2 4 Bt * 0 — 1 
S D re 71 2 7 
„ 10. Se Hr 8 BO Ep. 7 2 1T 
9 4. RL. - / T 
e . 
„ — 5 3 18 _ 5 3 5 
„ — 0 5 7 0 14 
cc DT. ot fo” 
% „ ng ad Ig ag A 55 gab 
21 3 $2 um AMET Ok: 5 2 4 
12 3 3 uu] 46g 14 — 6 18 
13 4 © 7 — 6 © © — 6 O 4 
14 4 $3 itt e — 6 3 16 
„„ c 0. 5 ax. 
16 4 8 — 60 © — 6 o 7 
A e "Tt 
5” 000” I 109 0 25 110 0 14 
b 86 o 1 0 87="'x 
29 0 24 30 0 13 
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That upon taking a View of the Landwaiter's Books for the Ship 
Hume, it N to him, and he verily believes, by the low Weights 


contained therein, that a like Fraud hath been committed through the 
Ship's entire Loading, ſome particular Hogſheads only excepted. 

About four Months ago, he being in Company with Mr. William 
Kenney of Virginia (who was then in London) and he taking. Notice, 
that he had received from Mr. John Peele, Accounts of Sales of ſome 
Tobacco, imported in the Eſſex Thomas Danſie, he deſired him to 
favour him with the Peruſal of the ſame: Accordingly he had 
them ſome Time in his Poſſeſſion, and took true Copies, which are 
hereunto annexed : Upon examining the Landwaiter's Book, he finds 
therein ſome ſhort Entries made in the Weights of the following 
Hogſheads, being Part of thoſe contained in the ſaid Accounts of 
Sales, viz. 


| V.. for which the 
Weights according to Merchant char- Wis. as ſold in 
R the Landwaiters ges the Cuſtoms, Doron, a» per Ac- 
Books. as per Account of count Sales. 
\ ; Salts. 
„Ne. JC. Orr. bb. c. Qrr. 15. C. Ari. 1h. 
. — E — 7 2 14 
| © 2 4 3 14 — t 
— - — — | —— — 
$12... 15 13 2..26 16 
8 0 — in a = 
WX. 1 — 7 0 Vo w—_ F 
5 3 1 


It is to be obſerved, that where Hogſheads are cut at the Water Side, 
on Account of Damages, tis not uſual, and indeed almoſt impractica- 
ble, for the Merchant to get any Advantage on thoſe Hogſheads, there 
being ſo many Checks on the Landwaiters; moſt of the Hogſheads 
contained in the faid Accounts of Sales are cut, ſo no Alterations 
made in the Weights of ſuch Hogſheads, 
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NUMBER 


_ Account of Sales of 17 Hogſheads referred to 


Captain John Murdock fo Charges on ſeventeen Hog ſheads 
4 T — received by the Hume, Samuel lere De 


From Maryland. 
— 2 = 
HE 1 * 1 
80 To old Subſidy on 12063 C. wt. * 
13 - , Ke D 2| 14. per Ib. 25 per Cent. deducted, J 37 14 ® 
15 1 3 |S | To all the other Duties at 54 per Ib. J to. 
17 6 3 a ol ©) 5 per Cent. deducted, 
2 6 0 Oo To Freight, at 71. per Ton, 29 15 O 
a 1 To Maryland Duties, 3 5. 6d. per 6 
wy 12 Hog ſhead, — * 
4 : y 4 To Primage and petty Charges, 25. ey 
42.31 ; 24. per Hogſhead, — 
> To Entry Inward, Bonds, Landwait- 
pr 9.1 ers Fees, &c. 15. 6 d. 3 1 6 f 
9 3 ſhead, — 
1 15 To Entry Out, Cocquets, s, Searchers 
0 : 8 11 | Fees, Debtors, &c. 25. * I 14 O 
ſhead, 
9-0 4 «| To Cooperage Inwards and Out-) 1 
3 3 14 .| wards, 25. per Hogſhead, | 
10 * lee To Porterage, Wharfage, and Light- 5 "6 4 
* o 251 | | erage, 15. 6d. per Hogſhead, | 1 
182 Iro Warehouſe Rent and Cartage, 1 f 
_ 25. 6d. per Hogſhead, — 
0 99 To Brokerage, 2 5. per Hogſhead, 2 14 © 
7 2:8 To Poſtage of Letters, and nk o 4 6 
"W ing, — — — 
_— Drag ang To Commiſſion at 22 per Cent. 9 8 10 
75 mY | 319 11 3 
3 To Nett Proceed carried to Ac- 58 7 3 1 
count Current, Ro : 4 
London, 13 January, 1729-30. : 
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V. 
in Mr. Hie61nson's Examination. 
Contra Creditor. 
Tr, Hl 
2 
er 5 
By Drawback of all the old Subſidy 37 14 © 
= [By Drawback of all the other Duties 227 17 1 
. By Sale to Mr. Detcloffe Chriſtman Hopp 
* October, 
1416 3 16410] |Suttle 772, Damage 10 — 
| 29, Nett 727 : 9 
By Sale to Mr. Barclay and Cramond, 
Oclob. 31 
817 oO 14 798 4 1 963] z ” ol 
13160 4 676 „ 24 16 2 10 
By Sale to Mr. Henry YVognell, October, 
1115 2 4135 020” 20 4 23 5599 24. 6 8'0 
By Sale to Meſſieurs Gaſcoyne and Pea- 
| cock, Nopemb. 
1056 3 26 670 4 26 640 
126 3 18 774 4 30 740 
916 0 7 679 4 26 649 4. 36 16 1 
715 3 25 669 4 26 639 
618 © 18 914 4 35 375 
16 0 4| 5 070” 5 4 126 641 1 
1516 3 14% | 770 15 E N y 
. 8 847 1 27 7 12 0 
By Sale to Mr. 1 Rameira de 
Coſta, Novemb. 
47217 — 851 1 
By Sale to Mr. Thomas Hyam, 17 Nov. 
166 75 . —_—  : + ̃ M7 9 SF 4 
1716 1 21 721 4 28 6897 „ 
215 1 588 & -783 $09 oe OL. 
By Sale to 
515 2 14 650 4 24 602 23 5 12 10 
By Ship for 35 Damage at 2d, and 1 
Hogſhead at 5 — — . 
3 377 18 6 
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NUMBER 


ACCouNT of Sales of Four Hogſheads referred to 


Captain William Kenney, to Charges on Four Hog- 
ſheads Tobacco, received per the Eflex, Thomas Dan- S Debtor, 
fie, Cut of Virgina. 


— — 


WMI. 
V 6 o 11 35 


| 
W 6 2 2 oo 


- 7 a ov! 


Z 6 2 23 00. 


26 1 08 35 
26 
266 
263 
2948 
40 Drafts and 
. —— Samples. 
2908 Nett. 


Old Subſidy of 2908 Tobacco, 
at 1 d. per Ib. 25 per Cent. 
deducted, 

Cuſtom, at 5+ per Ib. 15 per 

Cent. deducted, 


Entry, Landwaiters, and Bill 
Money, at 1 5. per Hogſhead. 
Freight, at 8 J. per Ton, 
Primage and petty Charges, at 
25. 24. per Hogſhead, 
Cooperage and Porterage, at 
65. 24. per Hogſhead, 
Cartage Home, at 9 d. per 
Hogſhead, 
Warehouſe Rent, at 25s. 64. 
per Hoglhead 


Impoſt and Cocquer 


Commiſſion on 90 J. 135. 8 d. 
at 22 per Cent. 

Your Account, current for nett 
Proceed 


; 
5 


5 


Brokerage, at 25. per Hogſhead. 


Poſtage of Letters 15, cutting 15 


5 


London, November 12. 1731. 
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V. 


in Mr. HiccinsoxN's Examination. 


Contra Creditor. 


1 | 2 4 
4 By one Hogſhead ſold Mr. Jobn Lawrence, ro 
8 3 7 91 | Suttle 875, Tare 91, Draught and Sam- 
0 0 ple 8, Trett 30, Nett 746, at 8 d. 24 17 4 
i By one Hogthead ſold Mr. John Gallapine, 
- W x 11 93 | Suttle 823, Tare 93, Draught and Sam-) 
1 K ple 8, Trett 28, Nett 694, at 8d. 1 23 2 . 
W By one Hogſhead fold Mr. Thomas Pius, 
N V 6 3 20 98 | Suttle 776, Tare 98, Draught and Sam-) 
by. plc „ Tien, . 26, Nett 644, ath 20 9 2 
N 74d. 
By one Hogſhead foldMr. Thomas Hotchkiſs, 
Z 7 1 15 88 | Suttle 827, Tare 88, Draught and Sam- 
ple 10, Trett 28, Nett 7o1, ato 21 18 
7 2 — 
By the Ship for 33 J. Damage on 1 5 
Rene, at — — 98 
. Certificate for Allowance on Ditto, at 
8 - + per l. \ I 
| 90 13 8 
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NUMBER VI. 


Mr. EDWaRD RanDoLPH's Examination May 9, 1733. 


engage proper Landwaiters at the landing: Theſe Landwaiters 
take the Opportunity to ſet down leſs Weight than the Weighers 
call: If it be a light Hogſhead of 4 or 5 C. wt. from 15 to 20 10. ut. 
if heavy of 7 to 10 C. ut. from £ C. to 2 C. wi. He has known this 
Practice to be frequent; and was in the Trade thirteen Years as a Mer- 
chant, and eight Years before, and never imported leſs than 2 or 3000 
Hogſheads, ſometimes 3 or 4000 Hogſheads : That the Merchants de- 
fer keying their Ships till the Landwaiters, they would have, can get 
themſelves appointed : That this Practice is general, more eſpecially 
with regard to Oronoko Tobacco. In caſe the Merchants happen to miſs 
their Officers, they corrupt thoſe that are put upon their Ships. The 
Landwaiters, when they make up their Books with the Ship's Huſband 
(who is either the Merchant's Servant, or a profeſs'd Huſband) ſettle 
their Books, | 
If the Huſband has one Landwaiter, his Books agreeing with that 
Landwaiter, the other alters his Books to the two Books. They get a 
Landwaiter, not engaged, to be called off : They roll away the trau- 
dulent Hogſheads immediately, and let one or two light weighed ones 
remain, for the Land Surveyor to be re-weighed. He has heard, the 
Merchants truſted I andwaiters without a Huſband 3 that theſe are ge- 
neral Huſbands, and ſome particularly truſted by Officers. He has 
known a Huſband refuſe to let a Land Surveyor reweigh Hogſheads. 
He has heard two Landwaiters have had 500 J. given them for a Year, 
from one Merchant, for their Service. To his own Knowledge, a 
Guinea every 100 Hogſheads, and 10 Guineas a Ship, to the two 
Landwaiters, is uſual z beſides entertaining the Officers: This, he ap- 
prehends, is to get by the Weights. Beſides, he has known 3o or 40 
_ Guineas given tothe Landwaiter. Sometimes the extraordinary Gratuity 
goes to one, and the other has not touched it. Landwaiters have been 
frequently turned out for theſe Frauds: That one Mo/es, a Landwaiter, 
told him, that in one Ship containing about 500 Hogſheads, weigh- 
ing about 7 C. wt. each, they were weighed off at 4 C. wi. He told 
him the Poſt Entry of the Ship's Duty amounted to 1500 C. wt. The 
Merchant entered accordingly : They met at a Tavern, and the Mer- 
chant put a Purſe into his Hand ; which he looked on afterwards, and 
found to be but 20 Guineas, when he expected go0 I. The Poſt Entry 
was to make up the Hogſheads 4 C. wt. He believes Moſes lives at 
Greenwich. Theſe Frauds are chiefly in the Oronoto Trade. The 
Weighers are always in the Intereſt of the Merchant, and take all Op- 
portunity to call ſhort Weight; and the Landwaiter takes from his Call, 
without deſigning a Fraud himſelf, The Weigher takes the Number of 
the Hogſhead and the Weight thus gained, and gives to the Merchant, 
to 


F HAT, when a Merchant expects his Ship home, it is uſual to 


2 
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to ſhew his Service, in order to be rewarded accordingly. When the 
Merchant exports the Hogſhead, he compares this Weight, and ſees 
the Weigher's Weight, how much it exceeds what he paid Duty for, T he 
Merchant gives the Weigher 10 Guineas, for his Service, upon every 
100 Hogſheads : That if Gain be made in the Weights on Importation, 
they export ſo much as will diſcharge the Bonds; and the Surplus ha- 


ving paid no Duty, and there being no Entry at the Cuſtom-Houſe, it 


is ſold for Home-Conſumption. 

A Fraud was committed upon 485 Hogſheads of Tobacco ; by which 
the Importers got 30 Hogſheads clear of Duty: The Allowance by 
Law 1s 8 1b, . per Hogſhead Waſte, and 2 1b. wt. Sample. Theſe 
Hogſheads weighed about 650 C. . each, or 700 I. wt. Suttle. They 
were in his own Cellar. This was ſince the Year 1726. The To- 
bacco, ſo gained Duty-free, was ſold for 6d. 4 to 7 d. The Fraud 
is committed by the Factor; and the Account with the Planter is made 
up, as if the Tobacco paid Duty, who allows Commiſſion accordingly. 
The Buyer draws a Sample at buying. He has known Merchants ex- 

rt, without deducting the Sample taken out. Thke great Fraud is 


adding to light Hogſheads, from 10 Ub. cet. to 300. The Method is 


only to weigh 3 or 4 Hogſheads, out of 100 Hogſheads, in the Sight 
of the Under-Scarcher; and if they anſwer the Cocquet, the whole Parcel 
goes. The Merchants would complain of Delay, if all were weighed. 
The Merchants bring down heavy Hogſheads firſt, get them weighed, 
and upon the Credit of their Weight, ſhip off the light Hogſheads. 

The Merchant, without regard 'to the Time when the Tobacco he 
exports was imported, applies his Debentures to the oldeſt dated Bonds ; 
by this Means he is always indebted : To clear old Bonds, a Merchant 
has no Occaſion to pay Money; he need only import a freſh Cargoe, 
and export it, and apply the Debentures to clear old Bonds. He has 
known Security ſuffer, when the Tobacco was exported, which ought 
to clear their Bonds, He applied, about two Years ago, to have To- 
bacco Warehouſed : All the Tobacco-Merchants were for it, except 
five or ſix : They ſaid, this would ſpread the Trade into too many 
Hands; any Body might go into the Trade, without having Bondſ- 
men. 

The Merchant, when he finds himſelf obliged to clear his Bonds, 
when he has a Ship arrives, he pays the Duty, for that Importation, 
and exports that Tobacco, and applies the Tobacco to clear his old 
Bonds: By this he faves 10 per Cent. If he had exported the fame To- 


bacco, he would draw back in Money but 4 d. 3 per Pound; but, ap- 


plying it to his Bonds, he cancels the bonded Duty of 5 d. 3. If the 
Bond has ſtood out near three Years, the Merchant faves further the 
Intereſt of the Bonds for the Time exceeding eighteen Months. 
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NUMBER VIL 
Mr. PHIL To r's Examination May 4, 1733. 


H ſaith there are Frauds at the Importation of Tobacco; and that 


about the Beginning of Auguſt 1731. Mr. Iſaac Milner a Virginia 
Merchant (for whom he 1s concerned in Trade) having two Ships ar- 


rived with Tobacco: And he this Examinant, having the Direction of 
all the Buſineſs at the Water Side, being upon the Keys, or thereabouts, 
a Perſon intimate with ſome of the Landwaiters came to him and ſigni- 
fied, that there were Advantages to be had at landing Tobaccoes ; 
that Mr. Milner had two good Men appointed to one of his Ships 
(meaning Officers for that Purpoſe) and one good Man for the other 
Ship; upon which he ſpoke to the two Officers, and ſaid, if they did 
Mr. Milner any Fayour that Way, he would reward them as other 

Merchants did; to which the firſt Officer gave a very favourable Anſwer, 
but upon his acquainting Mr. Miner therewith, and ſay ing that Trade was 
not worth following, if it could not be ſupported without the Expence 
of Reputation, Mr. Milner reſolved not to be concerned in any ſuch 
Practice, but to conſider ſome Way to prevent others from doing the 
like, which was a Prejudice to them that traded fair: After this, this 
Examinant took Notice of ſome Merchants in the Trade, that had 
been ſuſpected; and one of theſe, Merchants ſoon after (being in S-p- 
prember 1731) having the two Officers before noted upon a Ship of his 
without any Huſband, to keep an Account on the Part of the Mer- 
chant, he this Examinant verily believing they were landing the To- 
| baccos in a fraudulent Manner, by the Officers charging in their Books 
1 C. 2 wt. or 2 C. wt per Hogſhead leſs than the true Weight, went and 
told a Perſon what he apprehended: And he ſaid to this Perſon, I'll 
tell you how to get 1007. if you'll inform the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms of a Fraud, but his Buſineſs being then at the Waterſide, he 
did not Care to do it; upon which this Examinant himſelf charged the 
Merchant with it, which after ſome Words he acknowledged to be true, 
but that he wondered this Examinant ſhould only point him 'out, as 
ſome others did the ſame, and gave this Examinant 100 Guineas, ra- 
ther than ſtand the Examination of the Hogſheads, or have the Offi- 
cers and himſelf expoſed 3 and he promiſed to caution the Officers and 
to tell them, that Notice was taken of their Frauds, and then expreſ- 
ſed himſelf pleaſed with this Examinant, ſaying, that this Practice had 
been a great Uneaſineſs to him; ſince which this Examinant hearing 
he ſpoke of this Affair to the Prejudice of this Examinant ; this Exa- 
minant ſent back the ſaid Merchant his 100 Guineas, who being then 
out of Town, he afterwards took it back, and ſent it to the Collector 
of the Cuſtom-houſe for the Benefit of the Publick. 

© In the aforeſaid Month of September 1731, one of the two Officers a- 
bove mentioned, about fourteen Days after what paſſed above, was 


landing 


* * 
> 
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landing Tobacco for another ſuſpected Merchant, which Merchant act” 
ed as Huſband himſelf; there was alſo at the ſame Time, and near the 
ſame Key, another ſuſpected Merchant, acting as Huſband. Theſe 
two Ships above, being at work together, this Examinant ſent a Let- 
ter to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, that he ſuſpected Frauds, at 
landing the Tobaccos, by charging light Weights, and deſired the Sur- 
veyors might reweigh ſome of the Hogſheads, which was accordingly 
ordered to be done; but the Surveyors going near the Time of leaving 
off, in the Forenoon, moſt of the Tobaccos being then houſed, they 
concluded to go and examine in the Afternoon, by which Time the 
Thing took Air; that then they were working fair, and ſo nothing 


vas diſcovered; but ſince, upon examining the Landwaiter's Books it's 


plain, there were Frauds in both Ships, the T obaccos in that Ship 
that was examined, being 1 C. wt; per Hogſhead heavier after the In- 
formation than before; and in the other Ship, when one of the Officers 
that was honeſt was out of the Way, all the Tobaccos landed by the 
other Officer are 1 + C. wt. per Hogſhead lighter in an Average, 
though they were the ſame Planter's Goods. And in a Ship from Ma- 
ryland laſt Year, where a Merchant enters about 400 Hogſheads at a 
very moderate Weight, after which it is very common to have Occaſi- 
on by ſecond and third Entries to enter 100, or 130 1b. vt. per Hogſhead 
more, but by the Officers charging the Weights lighter, by that Propor- 
tion than they really were, the Merchant has only 28 15. wt. Tobacco to 
poſt for the whole Lading; an Inſtance of which, he dare ſay, never was 
known upon a Ship fairly landed, that was free from Damage. 

He further ſaith, he has heard of Frauds in Tobacco at Exportation, 
but cannot ſpeak of Particulars from his own Knowledge ; a Perſon a- 
bout ſeven Years ago told him that he had exported Stalks and Traſh 
as Cut Tobacco; and after the Drawback was procured, ordered the 
Goods to be thrown away when landed in Foreign Parts, or caſt over 
Board at Sea: He alſo ſays, the late Cuſtom of the Searchers, that 
have the Care of ſhipping off all Goods, has been only to examine the 
Weights of one or two Hogſheads in a Parcel of 30 or 60, and ſome- 
times 100 Hogſheads; and he has heard ſay, when a Merchant has 
200 Hogſheads more or leſs to ſhip, and intends a Fraud in the En- 
dorſement Out, that he firſt ſends down 50 or 60 Hogſheads which he 
endorſes fair; and if the Searchers have examined a Hogſhead or two 
in that Parcel, as the Merchants have found they do not take Notice of 
the remaining part, then the Merchant takes back the Cocquet and 
endorſes the Remainder, at higher Weights, than the Tobaccos really 
are; and ſo the Searcher certifies the Tobaccos are ſhipped accordingly, 
and the Merchant obtains a Debenture for the ſame. 

This he acquainted the Searcher with Anno 1731, and defired the 
Searcher to reweigh 3 or 4 Hogſheads in a Parcel in the Caſk, to pre- 
vent Frauds which may be done, without any Hindrance at all; for 
when the deſigning Merchant ſees, that a proper Care is taken to de- 
tect Frauds, they ceaſe to attempt them; that he thinks all Goods en- 
titled to a Drawback, ſhould now and then be examined both as to 
Quantity and Quality by the Searchers, which is but very ſeldom done, 
eſpecially as to the Quality of Tobacco, as he ever knew, or the Package 
broke or inſpected by any Officer at Exportation. That it's poſſible 
to conceal Sheet Lead, or other Lead, in the Hogſheads of Tobacco, 
and to receive Drawbacks for that which ought to pay Duty on Ex- 
portation, which would be a double Fraud. 


This 
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This Examinant further ſays,” tor a long Lime paſt, the common 
Practice at entring Out 'Tobaccos has been without any ſtrict Regard to 
the, Truth of the Daics, when, the ſame was ſecured and paid Duty, 
which Method of late Trars, by ſome neceſſitous Merchants, ſeems to 
have been carried into a very great Abuſe, againſt their Bondſmen and 
the Crown. For Inſtance, a Merchant having-a Ship-load of Tobacco 
from Virginia of 560 Hogſheads, he gives Bond at 18 Months for all 
the Duties, which may come to 7000/7. he ſells half this Tobacco for 
Exportation, which reduces his Bond to 3300. the remaining half of 
his Tobacco being ſold for Home-Conſumption, he may receive his 
Money in about fourteen Months, with which he ſhould at the End 1 
of eighteen Months pay the Remainder of his Bond: But perhaps at 4 
the End of twelve Months, his Ship returns from Virginia with 560 
Hogſheads more, ſor which he again gives Bond; and in three or four 
Months Time, ſelling about half again for Exportation, he ſhips this 
Tobacco of this laſt Lading, off of his Entry the preceeding Tear, 
and fo diſcharging his old Bonds by new Tobacco, and without the 
Money received for his old Tobaccos, he becomes poſſeſſed of 3500 J. 
raiſed upon the Credit of the Crown, without paying any Intereſt; _ 
and ſo according to the Largeneſs of his Trade, this Credit may be in- 
creaſed, and in Caſe he is not ſteady, but trades boldly without Suc- 
ceſs, the more Bondſmen are in Danger of being involved in his Miſ- 
fortunes; this being conſidered, makes it no Wonder to ſee bold 
Attempts for Frauds, cither Inwards or Outwards, to extricate them- 
ſelves out of ſuch Difficulties. 5 

The Dealers in Oronoto Tobacco generally bond for Exportation, (in _ 
the Maryland Trade) and though their Bonds are cleared, they ſtill 
have Tobacco to ſell for Home-Conſumption, a very great Quantity has 
been thus ſold : By what he has obſerved, it ſeems thoſè in the Practice of 
Frauds fave , in a Cargoe, the Duty thereof is, perhaps, 11 or 
1200/, The uſual Hours are from fix to twelve, and from two _F 
to fix; ſometimes they attend early, in Order to commit the K 
Fraud caſier; the Landwaiters often work without Surveyors : - The 2 
Method is, the Hogſheads are {tripped and weighed, the Weighers | 
call the Weight, and the Landwaiters ſet down ſhort ; this is beſt 
done by one Landwaiter, two of late Years are ordered to attend, 
who both agree to leave. out a certain Weight, or one looks oper 
the other's Shoulder, The Merchants fend away their Huſband, the 
Officer not caring to truſt him; when one Officer is only corrupted, 
the other Officer is ſent away upon any Pretence, and then he has ſeen 
the Weights run lower: There is a Huſband, who is employed by ſe- 
| veral Merchants, and is ſaid to be truſted by the fraudulent Officers, 
| and ſometimes walks about without taking any Account, leaving it to 
| the Officers. This has been the Method, he believes, for five or ſix 


Years; but laſt Year, he believes, the Merchants and Officers have been 4 
more circumſpect; Theſe Frauds he has known to be in the Years 1730, 1 

| and 1731. If the Merchants that commit Frauds trade both to Virginia 0 

| and Maryland, what they ſave by. Maryland Tobacco, ſerves to diſ- 

| charge their Virginia Bonds: For Virginia Tobacco is beſt for Home- 3 

Conſumption, and Maryland Abroad, ſo it better covers the Fraud; for ZF- 
Virginia Tobacco, ſold for home Trade, gives no Alarm; the Package i 
is ſeldom altered, only in Caſe of Damage. 
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NUMBER Vill. 
Mr. Tomas Hvau's Examination May 29, 1733. 


HAT he bonght 200 Hogſheads of Maryland Tobacco of Jobn 
Peele, on or about the 15th of October laſt, and received them be- 
tween that Time and the 19h of the ſame Month; that. they were all 
weighed in the Yard where are ſeveral Warehouſes in Billiter-T. aue; 
theſe 200 Hogſheads he took to be part of 310 Hogſheads, imported 
by Jobn Peele, and enterd the 28h of Szptember laſt, in the Ship James 


and Mary, Fobn Hodgſon Maſter. | 


That as he received the Hogſheads on or about the 1 6th, 17th, and 
19th of October, they were directly ſent down to the Key, to be ſhipped 


for Exportation, on Board the Britannia, Jobn Howlanſon Maſter for 
Holland, and the whole weighed 1263536 1b. including 200 Samples 


Weight 450 Ib. which were put into a ſeparate Hogſhead, and made 
the Number of Hogſheads exported 201. 


That ſome conſiderable Time after, upon a Queſtion being aſked 


bim by a Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, what were the real Weights of the 


201 Hogſheads ſhipped as aforeſaid, he, this Examinant acquainted 
him; and being told by the ſaid Officer that the Quantity indorſed up- 
on the Cocquet, and ſuppoſed to be done by the ſaid Peele, or his Ser- 
vant, was 134,824 1b. which exceeding the Quantfty really ſhipped 
(Samples included) 8288 /b, this Examinant, deſirous to be certain as to 
this Fact, went and examined the Searcher's Books and the ſhipping 
Bill which is a Copy of the Cocquet, ſo far as it relates to the Quantity 
ſhipped, delivered by the ſaid Pecle, or his Servant, to the Under- 
ſearcher ;z and found, to his Surprize, the Difference between the Quan- 
tiry really. ſhipped, and the Quantity indorſed on the Cocquet, to be 
as the Officer had informed him. 3 

That he was hereupon led into a more particular Enquiry of this 
Tranſaction, and found that 169 Hogſheads, part of the ſaid 201 
Hogſheads were rightly indorſed; and that upon the remaining 32 


Hogſheads, the Quantity of 8288 1b, of Tobacco was added, and that 
It was done on the following Hogſheads. | 
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Reel „ The fra 
- I dulent Ex- 

Weights: Weights: — 
C. grs. II. C. grs. 10. 
5 16 5 2 20 
5 9 1 
4 4 7344 
$$ 18 62 18 
4. 3 11 7 311 
4 123 — 6,1 23 
4 8 7 8 
5 6 6 
4 .:3 13 13 
8 280 20 
5 21 21 
4 1 3 8 
5 24 4 
5 12 12 
Yb 16 16 
4 | 
69 4 4 
1035 5 23 23 
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This Examinant further found, that all this Tobacco was taken off, 
from an old Importation, in November 1731, and as if out of the Ship 
Three Brothers, Chriſtopher Yeomans Maſter, from Virginia; whereas, to 
the beſt of his Knowledge and Belief, they were all Maryland To- 
bacco. This Examinant further faith, that he bought all the ſaid 200 


Hogſheads of Tobacco as new Tobacco, and gave 2 d. 2 per Ib. for 


it; which Price he ſhould not have given for old Tobacco. 

That the Entry out was made by John Peel's Servant, or Agent; and 
that they were declared to be exported on Commiſſion, as is frequent- 
ly done in the like Caſes; though this Examinant allows that it 
would be a Check on the Importer, if the Buyer or his Servant was 
always obliged to clear the Entry outwards at the Cuſtom-Houſe, and 
to declare, that the Buyer ſends the Goods abroad, either on his own 


Account, or by Commiſſion. 
1 That, 
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That, by the Diſcovery of this Fraud on Exportation, and his be- 
ing told by the ſaid Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, that the Medium Weights 
of the 310 Hogſheads at landing, was much ſhort of the Medium 
Weights of the 200 Hogſheads ſhipped off; he, this Examinant, was 
induced (having theſe very 200 Hogſheads of Tobacco remaining un- 
ſold in Holland) to order his Friend, in whofe Hands they lay, to look 
upon every Hogſhead for the Planter's Mark and Numbers, under 
which they came from Maryland; and alſo for the Ship's Mark and 
Numbers, put upon them at Importation, and to ſend them over to 
this Examinant ; ſetting the Planter's Mark; the Ship's Mark, and this 
Examinant's new Mark, againſt each other, on the ſame Hogſheads : 
And, having obtained this, he, this Examinant, compared thereal Weights 
(taken by himſelf at the Scale, and by which he paid for them) of as 
many of the 200 Hogſheads as he could find by the Marks to agree, 
and which were more than 190 Hogſheads of them, with the fame Hog- 
ſheads in the Landwaiter's Book; and found, for the whole 200 Hog- 
ſheads (ſuppoſing the Weights of thoſe few he could not check exact- 
ly, to be the ſame at Exportation as Importation) charged Inwards but 
113,244 10. wt. 

Whereas the real Weights, at. Exportation of the 201 Hogſheads, 
was 126,536 1b, | 

So that the Exceedings thereon are 13,292 /b. for which no Duty, as 
he apprehends, was paid. | 

This Examinant further faith, that ſome ſmall Variation may be made 
by the Weather, as well in the Increaſe as Decreaſe of Weight on a 
Hogſhead of Tobacco : That he hath but ſeldom known an Increaſe, 
but frequently a Decreaſe. 8 

He ſays, his own Importation, for the laſt four Years, 
hath been 2387 Hogſheads, which weighed Inwards — 1,617,933 15. 

And that the ſame weighed Outwards but -——a 1,606,125 


— 


So that he loſt in Weight — — 11, 808 


= 4 


This Examinant ſays, that he never repacks any, unleſs at the Cloſe 
of the Year, when he finiſhes his Tobacco Account, before the new 
Crop comes home ; and then he packs up all the Samples of the re- 
ſpective Year's Importation, with what looſe Tobacco he may have 
taken out of any Hogſhead, to make the Shipping exactly correſpond 
with any particular Entry Outwards; and then he ſhips ſuch repack'd 
Hogſheads (which, to the beſt of his Remembrance, never amounted to 
more than fix Hogſheads in one Year) or ſells them in Town for Inland 
Trade, according as he finds it moſt for his Intereſt. 

Being aſked, if he thought any of the 200 Hogſheads, bought of 
Peele, was repack*d ; he replied, that he did not believe they were; and 
that if he had found any one ſo, he ſhould have refuſed it; and that 
thoſe repacked Hogſheads are eaſily diſcovered at drawing the Samples, 
when the Hogſhead is in the Scale. 

This Examinant being aſked, if he ever bought any Tobacco for 
Exportation, of any other Importer ; replied, that he had bought a 
great deal from ſundry Perſons ; being deſired to name them, he did; 
and, among others, mentioned-the Name of Villiam Black: whereupon, 
being aſked, whether he knew that any of them bought of that Impor- 
ter, were repacked; he anſwered, they were not, to the beſt of his 
Knowledge or Belief ; and faid, that he ſhould not buy any, knowing 
them to be repacked; and that he believes there is no ſuch Practice in 
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the Trade, ſave only, as mentioned in his own Caſe, as to Samples, 
and looſe or damaged Tobacco. 

And being aſked, if old Bonds were uſually diſcharged by Tobacco 
newly Tmported ; | 

He faid, he thought not; and that it would be a Fraud to appro- 
priate any new Tobacco, or. of this Year's Importation, to clear a for- 
mer Year's Importation : but not ſo, if the Merchant doth not ſtrictly 
keep to the identical Hogſheads ; for, in a Hurry of Buſineſs, the doing 
this is ſcarcely practicable. The Fraud of clearing the Entries made 
one Year, by the Tobacco imported the following Year, he illuſtrated 
thus. | 

A. B. imports 1000 Hogſheads in July 1732, each weighing 650 1b. is 
650,000 J. tor which the bondable Duties, clear of Diſcounts, comes to 
12,2771. 155. 6d: He ſells all his Tobacco in Town, and for Ready 
Money, or Credit; if on Credit, ſuppoſe at twelve Months, conſe- 
quently he may have the Money in hand fix Months: He imports a- 
gain another 1000 Hogſheads in July 1733, weighing as above; gives 
his Bond for theſe, and ſells the ſecond Parcel for Exportation : He 
clears them from off his firſt Importation ; and ſo may go on, and have 
the bondable Duty of 12,277 J. 15 J. 6 d. belonging to the Crown, in his 
own Hands, to uſe all his Life-time ; and adds, that to this Practice, 
ſundry Importers, and their innocent Bondſmen, owe their Ruin. 

This Examinant ſays, that Oronoko Tobacco is generally exported ; 
very little thereof being uſed for Home-Conſumption; and that the 


Quantity of ſweet-ſcented for Exportation, hath, tor ſome Years paſt, - 


much increaſed ; but the Bulk of that is for the Home Trade: A pretty 
deal goes for Ireland, and ſome of that Sort for Dunkirk ; though he 
apprehends it not ſo fit for the French Trade, as the Orenoko ; he having 
ſome of the Oronoto lying there now: That his Correſpondent wrote to 
him ſometime ſince, that nine Engliſh Ships were there loading Tobac- 
co; upon which he wrote for their Names, but could not procure 
them, 

He adds, that Tobacco 1s bought by Samples, which the Importers 
take themſelves at landing; and that at receiving what is ſo bought, the 
Buyer takes new Samples ; and that all Tobaccos are ſtripped by the 
Officers in the Scale at landing, and the like by the Buyers at Exporta- 
tion; and are generally immediately ſhipped off, 3 


NUMBER 


NUMBER IX. 


Cor v of a LETTER of the MxRCHAN TS of Briſtol, 
about Frauds in the Cuſtoms in Tobacco. 


| Briſtol, April 4, 1721. 
GENTLEMEN, | 


E, the Traders of this City to Virginia, in behalf of our ſelves, 
and others concerned, think it neceſſary to inform you of the 
Grievances we labour under, in reſpect to the Tobacco Trade; 

which, if not ſpeedily redreſſed, that valuable Branch will be entirely 
loſt. | | 
Tobacco, imported Coaſt-ways from Scotland, is now ſold here for 
leſs than what we pay Duty and Freight ; whereby the firſt Coſt is en- 
tirely ſunk, which will put an End to our Importation, or ruin the Im- 
rter. 

"This, we apprehend, is not only, nor chiefly owing to the general De- 
cay of Trade, and Scarcity of Money ; but to ſome Frauds in Payment 
of the Cuſtoms in Scotland; for did they pay Duties (as we do here) they 
could not poſſibly carry on that Trade, and ſell at ſuch low Rates, be- 
ing a great Expence of Freight and Inſurance in bringing it from thence, 
and Commiſſion here; all which amounts to little leſs than three Far- 
things per Pound. : | 

The Methods they make uſe of (it is generally ſaid) are ſuch as theſe, 
viz, They make their Tobacco as heavy, or heavier in Virginia, than 
other Traders commonly do; and at the Importation (if we are rightly 
informed) the Landwaiters give them about half the Weight, at the 
King's Beam: Near as much as they enter, they export to Foreign 
Parts, and draw back Debenture for, of which there may be a regular 
Account kept; and the Remainder they ſhip off, Coaſt-ways, to Ziver- 
Poole, Winitebaven, hither, and to other Places; of which (it is fail) no 
Account is kept: and, as they pay no Duty, they may well afford to 
ſell it at 64. per Pound, as they do. In order to conceal the Fraud, 
the imported Marks and Numbers are razed out, and the Hoglhcads 
indorſed on their Cocquets, as repacked ; whereas, it is viſible, the 
Package 1s the ſame commonly as at the firſt Importation. 

We apprehend, if a regular Account were kept (as is here, and in 
other Ports of England) of what they export Coaſt-ways, as well as to 
Foreign Parts, they could only ſupply their own Country, without pay- 
ing Duty: But as all ſuch Tranſactions are carried on in a fraudulent 
manner, we deſire you to take this Matter into your ferious Conſidera— 
tion, and think of ſome Method to prevent it; which, it not timely 
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done, will oblige us to lay our Ships by, and fire up this valuable 
Trade, whereby ſo many Poor are employed. Alſo we deſire you to 
repreſent the Caſe to thoſe who have the immediate Direction of the 
Affair; and to uſe your Endeavours with them to have a Stop put to this 
pernicious Practice fo ruinous to the Fair Trader, We are; 


S IRS. 


Your Humble Servants, 


Jonn Becnes, 

Jond Kine, 
RICHARD CHAMPION, 
LVONVIEI Lyps, 
RICHARD Lovcuts, 
WALTER KING, 
Jeremy Inwys, 
THOMAS LONOGMAN. 


To JEREMIAH Bu R ROVGHS, Eſq, 
Collector, and Johx ELBRIDGE, 
' E/q; Deputy - Comptrdller of the 
' Port of Briſtol. 
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NUMBER Xl. E W- 
The Form of a Certificate of Ge Payment of the \ 


mind Inwards. 


Jurat' William Bowden, That the 
Duties for the Tobacco herein men- 
tioned in his own Name were paid 
and ſecured to be paid, as herein 
expreſſed; which, with theſe 
* of Neil Buchanan and James 
 Puchanan, are to be exported, on 
his own Account, for DunkirF. 


William Bowden. 


Jurat' coram me 
E. WILLIAus Deputy Surveyor. 


Furat* William Hamilton, for Neil 
Buchanan, That the Duties for the 
Tobacco in his Name were N as 
herein expreſſed: The ſame was 
ſold to William Bowden. | 


William Hamilton, 


Jurat coram me 
E. WIL LIAus Deputy Surveyor. 
50, 123 


18,833 
4,201 


73,157. B. B. B. B. 


Jurat James Buchanan, That the 
Duties for the Tobacco in his Name 
were paid and ſecured to be paid as 
herein expreſſed: The ſame was 
ſold to Villiam Bowden. 


James Buchanan. 


Jurat' ceram me 
E. WiLLIAMs Deputy Surveyor. 


I the Dolphin, Fohu Smith, 
pro Dunkirk, No. 776. 
| William Bowden, 


The Subfidy for fifty Thouſand 


one Hundred gu Twenty three 


Pounds Virginia Tobacco, was 


paid by William Bowden, the 34 


of January laſt, out of Captain 


Banks ; reported the 23d of De- 


cember laſt : Eighteen pune 
eight Hundred and 'Thirty 
Ponds Virginia T Saber 

by Neil Buchanan, the 0, pd 
December laſt, out of Captain 
Roe; reported the 24th- of De- 
cember laſt : Four Thouſand two 
Hundred and one Pounds Virgi- 


nia Tobacco, paid by James Bu- 
chanan, the 2 5th of November 


laſt, out of Captain Bruce; re- 


ported the 2 5th of November laſt. 
New Subſidy, +5 Subſidy, Additio- 
and Impoſt ſecured. - 


nal Duty, 
Dated the 2 5th of February 1732. 


WILLIAM Townson pro 
Collector. | 

Tromas Cauvsron De 
puty Comptroller. 

E. W1LLIAMS Deputy Sur- 
veyor. | 
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| NUMBER 
The Form of a Cocquet for ſhipping Tozacco 


LO ND O N, 


KR 


NOW ye, that William Bowden hath entered 50,1 22 1b. wt. Virginia 

Tobacco, by William Bowden, the 3d of Fanuarylaſtz 18, 833 1b. wt. 
Virginia Tobacco, by Neil Buchanan, the 29th of December laſt ; 
4201 1b, wt. Virginia Tobacco, by James Buchanan, the 2 5th of November 
laſt; late unladen, and now in the Dolphin, John Smith, for Dunkirk. Dated 


(53) 


XII. 


exported, 


7 


\ 


February 26, 1732, in the Sixth Year of King George the Second. 
Trnomas Day Collector. 
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Endorſed. 
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7: 0 4 
"77 ©. 6 
03] 7 3 15 
64] 7 © 4 
oe] 7: 1. 7 
017 3.246 
i 
18 7 1 17 
69 6 2 18 
[701.7 1 22 

1 
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271-238 
173] 6 2 19 
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75] 6 3 18 
767 3 14 
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00-3 
861 2 10 
10 75 3 16 
10176 2 13 
1076 1 11 
1072 © ' 2 
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1072 © 12 
1072 21 6 
$0171 3 2 
88 653 © 2 
is 73,157 Suttle. 


NUMBER XIII. 


The Form of a Tozacco DEIENTVURE. 


LONDON. 


W T A M Bowden did enter with us 26 February 1732. 
In the Dolphin, John Smith, for Dunkirk, ſeventy three 
8 va agg one hundred fifty ſeven Pounds Virginia To- 
acco. 

The Subſidy whereof was paid, and the new Subſidy, + Subſidy, ad- 
ditional Duty and Impoſt whereof, was ſecured by William Bowden 3* Ja- 
nuary laſt; for fifty thouſand one hundred twenty three Pounds, Vir- 
ginia Tobacco, out of Captain Bauks, reported 23 December laſt; eighteen 
thouſand eight hundred thirty three Pounds of Virginia Tobacco, by 
Neil Buchanan, 29 December laſt, out of Captain Roe, Reported 24 De- 
cember laſt; four thouſand two hundred and one Pounds Virginia Tobac- 
co, by James Buchanan, 25 November laſt, out of Captain Bruce, re- 
ported 25 November laſt, | | | 


Made out 12 March 1732. 


Seventy three thouſand one hundred fifty ſeven Pounds Virginia To- 
bacco abovementioned, was ſhipped 26 February laſt. Certified 16 April 


1733. 
Toſhua White, 


Fohn & avary, { Searchers, 


William Bowden maketh Oath, that all the Tobacco ſhipped as here 
certified, is really and truly exported to Parts beyond the Seas, on his 


own Account; and that none of the ſaid Tobacco hath been ſince land- 


ed, or is intended to be relanded, in Great Britain, Ireland, or the Ifle of 
Man. 


Sworn before me Ne 776. 


April 17,1733. Henry Criſpe Regiſter. 
Jehn Coke D. Surveyor G. 


Endor ſed. 
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Endorſed. 


The Subſidy to be repaid for the within mentioned F . 5s. d. 
Tobacco is, two hundred twenty eight Pounds twelve 228 12 3+ 
Shillings and three Pence Half-penny. 


The new Subſidy ſecured for the within two hundred . ar 15 
fifty nine Pounds one Shilling eleven Pence Half- penny. 59 1 
The additional Duty, two hundred fifty nine Pounds 


one Shilling eleven Pence halfpenny. 259 1 117 
The 3 Subſidy, eighty ſix : Ponds ſeven — 86 
four Pence. — 7 4 


— — 


The Impoſt, ſeven hundred ſeventy ſeven Pounds 102 
five Shillings ten Pence Half- penny. 3 | 777 5 10 


Total, one thouſand three hundred eighty one Pounds 
ſeventeen Shillings one Penny Halt-penny. — 


Foſeph Creſwick pro Collector. 


1381 17 14 


Ne 1764. Signed Joann STANLEY 
| JohN EvELYN 
Jonx HII 
CHARLES PEERS, 


e and entred Tru 19,1733. William Townſon pro Collector. 
Examined and entred April 28, 1733. Geo. Thornborrow D. Collector. 
Examined and entred ori 30, 1733. Tho. Cauſton. D. Comptroller. 
Examined and entred 45 30, 1733. Hugb Granger Examiner. 
Examined and entred April 30, 1733. Henry Criſpe Regiſter. 


Received the ſecond Day of May, 1733. the full Contents. 
Per William Bowden. 
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NUMBER XV. 
Mr. Tuouas PaRR's Examination May 8, 1733. 


E ſaith, that he was in Holland in the Years 1704, and 1705, 

under the Care of a Relation, learning French, Dutch, and 

Merchants Accounts. He was entruſted by Mr. Slyford, and 
Mr. Taubman Merchants in London, with the Care and Inſpection of 
ſeveral Hogſheads of Tobacco by them ſhipped for Rotterdam. 

That the ſaid Tobacco was made up in Rolls, and in each Roll was 
concealed a large Piece of ſolid Lead of ſix or ſeven Inches long, and as 
thick as a leaden Pipe of two or three Inches bore, purely for the Sake 
of obtaining the Drawback. 

That the ſaid Thomas Parr did ſee the Pieces of Lead drawn (which 
lay concealed in the Rolls) by a Perſon ſent to Rotterdam on purpoſe, 

That the Tobacco was afterwards reſhipped, ſome for Dan/zick, and 
ſome for the Frontier Towns for the Uſe of the Army ; and the Lead 
was diſpoſed of in Rotterdam. 

He believes the Quantity might be about 800 or 900 Hogſheads. 
The Rolls were the common Size of Tobacco Rolls, 


NUMBER 


NUMBER XV. 


Mr. FRA NCIS MRNETONE's Examination May 21, 
1733. 
| T is about two Years fince he returned to England, after having li- 


ved eight Years at Oſtend in Flanders, where he was at Times em- 

ployed in cutting Tobacco in Conjunction with one Mebb, who had 
been brought up to that Buſineſs in England : The Tobacco did not 
belong to Mebb, though the Tools and Engines made uſe of did, he ha- 
ving procured them from England. 

The firſt Parcel in which he aſſiſted, was ſeven Hogſheads brought 
over by one Ackelt or ſuch like Name: This was moſt of it Stalks. 
Webb had a Penny a Pound for cutting and preparing: They had 
Moulds for putting it in Papers, and ſtamping two Blackmoors, with 
the Words Webb, London. This Parcel, when thus prepared, was ſold 
from 6d. to 8 d. the Pound, and all diſpoſed of amongſt Britiſb and Iriſh 
Veſſels. 

He alſo remembers twenty Hogſheads, the Owner of which was in 
England: This was all cut by Webb and himſelf, and papered up in 
Pounds, Half Pounds, and Quarter Pounds; the greateſt Part of this 
was diſpoſed of as the former, but not all: He particularly well re- 
members, that about ſix Months before he left that Countrey, he made 
fifty or ſixty Bags, and then packed up in each Bag 100 1b. wt. of this 
Tobacco, and afterwards helped to put it in Waggons, in which it was 
ſent down to the Key, and there ſhipped on board a Britiſh or Iriſh 
Sloop, but which he cannot ſay, There was alſo one Mervel, an En- 
gliſoman, who had Stamps and Tools for cutting and papering Tobac- 
co, he having ſeen ſome of his Papers. There were two Blackmoors, 
and a borrowed Name upon them, but that he has forgot. 

Mr. Webb ſold the Tobacco to Ships; one Parcel was good, another 
not; the bad Parcel was Stalks, and damaged. He believes the greateſt 
Part was bought by light Colliers, 1 C. wt. or two ata Time; but they 


ſell from 64. to 8d. per Ib. t. Seven Hogſheads of Tobacco were 
Stalks with Nails, ; 


P NUMBER 


(58) 


NUMBER XVI. 


Mr. HOwE 11's Examination May 19, 1733. 


and all that Space concerned in Trade, either on his own Account, 

| or as an Agent for others, he has at different Times obſerved 

great Abuſes in the Tobacco Trade, eſpecially at the Ports of Offend 

and Duxkirk ; but as he was no ways intereſted in this Branch, he can- 
not be fo particular in his Relation as otherwiſe he might have been. 

He further ſays, about ſeven Years ago one Webb, brought up in the 
Tobacco Trade in Tondon, becoming Bankrupt, retired to Flanders, 
and ſettled firſt at fend, but ſince removed to Bruges : Ever ſince his 
firſt coming, until this preſent Time, he has wholly ſubſiſted by this 
Trade, having Tobacco cut, papered up, and inſcribed with his Name 
and London. With this he ſupplies all Britiſb and Irifh Veſſels, and 
particularly the light Colliers, in great Quantities. 

He alſo remembers to have ſeen about two Years ago, ſeveral Hog- 
ſheads of Tobacco landed upon the Key at Oftend, out of the Flanders 
Merchant, William Saint Maſter, fo damnified that the Receiver ſcru- 
pled even to pay the Duties. | ” 

He likewite remembers an 7ri/þ Sloop waiting ſome Time for Tobac- 
co, which at laſt arriving in the Deptford Sloop, was hoifted out of one 
Veſſel into the other without ever being landed. 

His Affairs calling him frequently to Dunkirk, he obferved that fome 
one or other was always taking in Tobacco, in order to run it into ſome 

part of Great Britain or Ireland, every one trading to a particular 
Coaſt, | 

He fxys this Tobacco is made up in Packs refembling Bales of Lin- 
nen, and at various Times has feen conſiderable Quantities thereof; and 
moreover, has been aſked to accompany a Maſter of a Veſſel to a Ware- 
houſe, where he bought ſeveral Hogfheads at about the Rate of 1/7. 65. 
Sterling per C. wt. This Tobacco he ſaw ſhipped at that Port, and af- 
terwards had a Sight of the ſame individual Goods in England ; though 
this was not made up in Bales, but conveyed over in Hogſheads. 

That a few Days before this Veſſel failed, two others, having To- 
bacco on Board, put to Sea ; all three cleared out for Lisbon, but bad 
Weather brought them altogether in Port/zzouth Harbour: After this, 
they put to Sea again, and all three landed their Cargoes at one certain 
Place in England. 

That one Murra, Maſter of a Veſſel of about a hundred Tuns, has, 
to his certain Knowledge, made ſeveral Voyages with his ſaid Veſſel 
laden with Tobacco in Hogſheads, to the Northern Coaſts : He cleared 

= out for Nontway, and his Voyage would be made in a few Days Time. 
He at laſt loſt his Veſſel betwixt Dunkirk and Niewport, being then 

laden with Tobacco, and bound on his uſual Voyage. _ 
at 


3 


T HAT hehaving been ſettled in Flanders about eighteen Years, 
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That the Tobacco abovementioned, to be made up into Bales, 
is generally deſigned for Ireland. 

He has ſeen a Hogſhead of Tobacco parted into four Flakes, and 
put in Canvas afterwards, and put on board one of theſe Iriſp Sloops, 
who are employed in taking in Tobacco from Dunkirk, and running 
it into Ireland in theſe Packs. They chuſe Dunkirk rather than O- 
ſtend, becauſe upon landing Tobacco at Oſtend, it pays 3% per Cent. 
at Dunkirk it pays no Duty, either at Importation or Exportation. 
He has heard from the Dealers this Way, that they run Tobacco 
about Cork, The Number of Packs he ſaw, was about ſeventy, which 
he ſaw put on board one of theſe Jriſb Sloops. 
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A Pa RTICULAR Account of ſeveral Informations 
of Frauds mentioned in the two laſt Paragraphs of 
an Account NuuzzR V. referred to in a Return 
made by the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms to the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, dated March 12, 


1732, and ſigned by Mr. Carke//e. 


By Letter da- HE Commiſſioners had an Account that a Sloop was put in 
ted Nov. 7, there from Holland, with all Sorts of Goods, pretending to be 
2 1 r bound to Lisbon, but intended to be run on the Coaſt ; upon 


which the Commiſſioners gave Directions to the Officers on the Coalt to 
be watchful. 

By Letters da- The Commiſſioners ſignified they had received Information of great 
ted 4p 23, Quantities of Tobacco, &c. being run on the Coaſt, whereupon they 


1724 from Fa!” Tmoniſhed the Officers to be diligent and watchful, to prevent the like 
mouth, Grueek, 


Penryn, &c. II. Frauds for the future, 
By Letters da- The Commiſſioners ſignified they were informed that a Veſſel from 
ted Sept. 5, Dunkirk, laden with ſixty Hogſheads of cut Tobacco, which were in- 
1724trom S tended to be run in Langſtone Harbour, whereupon the Commiſſioners 
” ampron and directed the Officers to look out diligently for the ſaid Veſſel, in order 
ort/mouth. 
III. to prevent her running her Cargo. The like Fraud from Guern/cy was 
repreſented by an anonymous Letter, dated September 19, 1724. and 
Orders were given thereon the twenty eighth of the ſame Month. 
By Letter da- The Commiſſioners of the Revenue in Irelaud tranſmitted a Letter 
ted Janus, from the Collector of Kinſale, ſetting forth that the Richard, off and 
725. V. from Levertecle, James Giles Maſter, pretending to be bound to foreign 
| Parts, had run her Cargo in Jreland: Upon Enquiry it appeared, the 
Debenture for the Tobacco had been paid; thereupon the Commiſſi- 
oners in Ireland were deſired to ſend what Proof could be got of land- 
ing the Tobacco in Ireland, that the Merchant might be obliged to re- 
pay the Debenture; and the Proceedings on the Trial before the Sub- 
Commiſſioners at Baltimore, being ſent over, whereby it appeared fix 
Hogſheads of Tobacco were run out of the faid Ship, the Commiſ- 
ſioners adviſed with their Sollicitors, but They reporting that as there 
was no Proof, the Tobacco ſeized in Ireland was the fame which was 
ſhipped at Levertecle, the Commiſſioners ordered the Officers to forbear 
Proſecuping for Recovery of the Money received on the Debenture. 
By Letter da- "The 1 role SI 3 at Londen ſent Notice to the Commiſſioners of 
ted Od. 17, the Revenue at Dublin, that the Succeſs $row, cleared out at London for 
"ey: Fo Bayonne, with 47 Hogſheads of T obacco, but that they were informed 
Toformation on (he arrived at Barebaven in Ireland, on the fifteenth of the ſame Month, 
which theſe without any Tobacco on Board, deſiring that Enquiry may be made if 
Letters were the Tobacco was run, and it any Pro: of can be obtained to ſend 1t, the 
wrote, cannot Debenture being in the mean Time ſtopp'd: And in Return the Com- 


be found at 
er : miſſioners 


4 


( 6x ) 
miſſioners of the Revenue ſent Copies of two Letters from the Collector 
of Baltimore, whereby it appears the ſaid Veſſel did arrive in Bantray 
Bay September 15, without any Tobacco, but they could not procure any 
Proof that ſhe had run it; whereupon the Debenture was ordered to 

aſs. 88; DT 
4 It appears, 7688 1b. ut. of Tobacco, in 60 Truſſes, which had been By Letters da- 
ſhipped on board the Kin/ale of Dublin, for Bilboa in Spain, was landed ted Jan. 31, 
and ſeized in Ireland; but Application being made to the Board at 1728 * 
Dublin, ſetting forth, that the Ship was drove in by Streſs of Weather, — 
and that ſhe could not proceed in her Voyage without the Tobacco, 
the Commiſſioners in Ireland ordered it to be delivered upon Security 
to anſwer the Penalty, in caſe it was condemned; but the Maſter ſailed 
away with the ſaid Tobacco, without ſuch Security being given, and 
was ſuppoſed to have run the Tobacco on the Coaſt : But there being 
no poſitive Proof thereof, it was not thought adviſeable to ſtop the 
Merchants Debentures. | 

The Commiſſioners ſignified, that they had received Advice that two By Letters da- 
or three Sloops were lately gone to Guernſey to fetch Tobacco, Brandy, ted _ bs 
and other Goods, which were to be run on the Coaſt, and gave ſtrict i" ee 


: SO. ral weſt 
Charge to all the Officers of the Ports to uſe their utmoſt Diligence to 9 VII. 


prevent theſe Frauds. | | 
The Commiſſioners received Information from Patrick Colguboun, In the Year 

George Stewart, and Richard Whattleworth, of a Fraud practiſed in the 1729-30. 
Ie of Man, by ſelling there a conſiderable Quantity of Tobacco, out VIII. 

of the Ship John and Ann, Henry White Maſter, who took on board at 

Leverpoole 7709 lb. wt. of Tobacco, entered out for Newry; which Ship, 

it was pretended, was caſt away on the Coaſt of the Ie of Man, and all 

the Tobacco loſt. The Witneſſes were ſubſiſted for ſome Time, in 

Hopes they would have been ſufficient to have enabled the Crown, to re- 

cover back, the Amount of the Debenture which had been paid at the 
Exportation of the ſaid Tobacco: And the Commiſſioners made ſeve- 

ral Enquiries from the Officers at Leverpoole, and the Je of Man, in 

order to come at ſufficient Proof for that Purpoſe: And on Auguſt 13, 

1730, the Sollicitor laid before the Commiſſioners a Report, containing 

a full State of the Evidence given by the ſaid Perſons, and of the ſe- 

veral Facts, as they appeared on the beſt Enquiry which could be made ; 

Copy of which Report is annexed. And upon conſidering the ſame, 

the Board were of Opinion it was not adviſeable to go on with the Proſe- 

cution, and therefore ordered that the Subfiftance allowed the Witneſſes 

ſhould be ſtopped. 

The Commiſſioners received a farther Information from the ſaid Pa- tn 4ug. i730, 

trick Colguboun, concerning a Parcel of Tobacco exported from Lever- IX. 
pole in the Year 1728, in the Mount Alexander, David Neil Maſter : 

Upon Enquiry into this Matter, it appeared the Veſſel cleared out for 

Drunton in Norway, with 167 Truſſes of Tobacco, but were landed 
either in the Ie of Man, Ireland, or Scotland, as may more particularly 

appear by a Letter from the Collector of Leverpucle, dated October 20, 

1730. Copy whereof is annexed, with the Sollicitor's Report; by which 

it appears na Proſecution could be commenced againft any Perſon with 

Hopes of Succeſs. : | 
Ihe Afﬀidavit of Foſeph Murphy, a Sailor, was ſent to the Commiſ- By Letters da · 

ſioners in order to prove that ſix Hogſheads and fifteen Truſſes of To- ted Fan. 25, 
bacco, ſhipped on board the William and Sarab, Thomas Kelly Maſter, 1731, from the 
tor Bilboa, was landed in Ireland; upon which the Merchant, to whom Officers of i 
the Debentures for this Tobacco was paid, was ordered to be proſecuted 1 


for 


— 


A. B. XIV. in, faid to be taken from the Cuſtom-Houſe Books at Dublin, as follows, 


N 6 as ) 
for Recovery of the Money, and Murphy to be put on board the Sloop 
in the Service: But it appears ſince, by a Letter from the Collector, 
that the Informer has been corrupted by the Merchants to withdraw him- 
ſelf from giving Evidence: So that no Proſecution can be carried on 
to Em. 

By Letters da- The Commiſſioners received an Account that ſome Tobacco exported 

= = _ and from Leverpoct in the Speedwell, Thomas Grayſtock Maſter, for St. Seba- 

XI e073" ſtian's, was ſeized and condemned in Ireland, on the Intention to be 
run, and for being in Truſſes under 300 lb. wt. on which Account the 
D-bentures were ſtopt ; but there being no Proof that this Tobacco was 
actually run, or landed by the Merchants or their Agents, the Sollicitors 
were of Opinion the Debentures were not forfeited: Whereupon they 
were ordered to be paid. | 

By Letier da- An Account was received of ſeveral] Veſſels taking in ſeveral Sorts of 

ted 0.7.06, Goods to be run in England; particularly, that there was a Sloop from 

Gr Waterford in Ireland, which had on board about eighty Hogſheads of 

Tobacco, beſides Brandy, Tea, and other Goods, which the Maſter de- 
ſigned to run in Ireland or Wales, and that this was the ſecond Trip in 
ſeven or eight Weeks; and the Commiſſioners thereupon wrote to the 
Commiſſioners of the Revenue in Ireland, to acquaint them, and gave 
Orders to the Officers on the Coaſt of Wales, to be vigilant, and look 
out for this Veſſel. 

By another A further Account was received, that there was another Veſſel at 

L_ dated Dunkirt with the fan e Freight, which would clear out for ſome Port in 

from Dates, Spain, but was deſigned for the ſame Courſe; upon which, Letters were 

X111. in like manner writ to Ireland, Wales, and ſeveral Ports on the Weſ- 
tern Coaſt, 

By an anony- The Commiſſioners were informed, that the running of Tobacco from 

mous Letter T eyerpoole and Glaſgow into Ireland, was carried on to ſo great a De- 

dated Dec. 11, gree, that the fair Dealer was diſabled from trading, and his Majeſty's 


fl k a , 
1 Duties there impaired, as appears by an Abſtract of the Accounts there- 


VIZ, | 

J. 8 

Lear 1722 3,007,695 82,900 10 10 
23 3.439,14 78,455 14 O 

24 2,47 5954 56,482 14 © 

25 3,528,272 80,488 14 1 

26 4,320,350 98,557 7 4 

27 2,830,412 604,705 12 11 

28 2,312,047 52,743 11 5 

29 2,770,177 63,331 10 ᷣ 9 

30 2,409, 373 54,968 16 5 


And are further informed, that the Laws againſt this pernicious Trade 
are not ſufficient to prevent it: For the Runner, by entring his Tobac- 
co for France, Spain, or ſome other foreign Port, finds Means to baffle 
all Attempts againſt him, and receives his Debenture ; particularly, that 
93 Truſſes, containing 11,327 Pounds of Tobacco, were ſhipp'd on 
board the Ship John, Patrick White Maſter, from Leverpoole, for Bergen 
in Norway, but ſeized in Ireland. | 

This anonymous Letter was referred to the principal Officers at Ze- 
verpoole, and on their Report, a Letter was wrote to the Commiſſioners 
of the Revenue in Ireland, for what Account they could give of the 


Caſe. And the Sollicitor being adviſed with, on their Anſwer, he * 
0 


= © ww . 
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of Opinion; that as the Caſe was circumſtanced, he was in ſome Doubt 
whether the Money paid on the Debentures for this Tobacco, could be 
recovered 3 which was ſignified to the Officers with Directions for the 
future, when they had juſt Ground to ſuſpect a Fraud to be intended, by 
any Ship with Debenture Goods on board, to ſtop the Payment of the 
Debenture till further Orders from the Commiſſioners, and to report the 
rticular Circumſtances of Suſpicion for further Directions. And a 
Lane was wrote to the Commiſſioners of the Revenue in Ireland, de- 
firing this Board might have immediate Notice of all Seizures of To- 
bacco made in. Ireland, © 
The Commiſſioners received Notice of the Seizure of 233 1b. wot. of To- By Letters da- 
bacco and a conſiderable Quantity of other Goods, out of the Sarah ted in Dec. and 


Sloop, Samuel Paſcoe Maſter, from Guernſey, as alſo the ſaid Sloop; / * 1721 


which Goods have been ſince condemned, and the Sloop burnt, for im- — pn 


porting Brandy that was ſeized, with the Tobacco and other Goods, mouth, XV. 

The Commiſſioners received an Account of the Seizure of 2946 lb. ut. p, Letter da- 
of Leaf Tobacco, and 78 /b. wt. in Rolls, with other Goods, out of the ted 4p 25, 
Patience Sloop, George Leigh Maſter, a noted Smugler, from Guernſey ; 1732 from the 
which Tobacco is ſince condemned : And this is one of the Sloops men- © : 20 XVI 
tioned in the aforegoing Letter from Captain Ae, who make it a con- 75 
ſtant Practice to run ſuch Goods from Guernſey. 

There are about 25 Sail of Veſſels, which are about twelve or four- Extract ora 
teen Ton each, betwixt Plymouth and the Land's End, that make it a Letter dated 
conſtant Practice to go over to Guernſey, and bring over Tea, Brandy, . 28, 17 32 
Rum, Tobacco, Soap, Cloath, Wine, and other Goods, and run it a- 77” Captain 
ſhore in Defiance of all Officers, having eighty or a hundred Men well 1 
armed to aſſiſt them at half an Hour's Warning, who will land a Car- Cuſtom-Houſe 
go in an Hour or two: And they are always provided with Horſes to Sloop at Part- 
carry it into the Countrey : So that it 1s impoſſible to take them when og * * 
Bulk has been broken; and they have declared they will claim every Ds 
Thing that is ſeized. XVII. 

The Commiſſioners received an Account that the King's Boat at 3, Letter da 
Youghall in Ireland, had brought in the Eleanor Brigantine of Waterford, ted dp. 28, 
Joſeph Fagan Maſter, who was found hovering on the Coaſt with 53 1732 from the 
Truſſes containing 70 C. wt. of Tobacco, being part of a larger Quan- Officers at Le 
tity with which this Veſſel cleared out at Leverpoole for Bilboa in Spain, — cy | 
the Remainder being ſuppoſed to be run; whereupon the Commiſſioners 
directed the Payment of the Debenture to be ſtopped, until they could 
get a further Account of this Fraud from the Commiſſioners of the Re- 
venue at Dublin, to whom a Letter was wrote for that Purpoſe: And by 
three Affidavits ſent by them, there appeared very ſtrong Circumſtances 
to ſuſpect the ſaid Tobacco was landed in Ireland, but not ſufficient to 
forfeit the Debentures : Wherefore the Commiſſioners here wrote again 
to the Commiſſioners-at Dublin, deſiring them to get the further Proofs 
which the Sollicitor was of Opinion were neceſſary ; and the Officers 
at Leverpoole directed to continue a Stop on the Debentures ; and 
=> 8 are in Expectation of gaining fuller Evidence of the 

raud. 
Ten thouſand four hundred and three Pounds of Tobacco, ſhipped g, n Infor 
at Leverpocle for Guernſey, was fraudulently landed in Ireland; where- = Sd r- 
upon a Proſecution was commenced againſt the Exporter for Repayment in June 1732 
of the Drawback, amounting to 2297. 05. 22 d. and for double that Sum, ſtem Reb 
which by Law was forfeited: But the Evidence having withdrawn him- 9 
ſelf, the Cauſe could not go on. | 


The 


( 64) 
By Letterda- The Commiſſioners received Proofs that Goods were run out of the 
by w/y 28, Mary, one Richard Richards Maſter, who was ſuppoſed to come from 


Others of pen. Cuernſey; upon which the Officers ſeized the whole Cargo, conſiſting of 


Zance. XX. 73361b. wt. of Tobacco and Brandy; which are ſince condemned. 
By Letter da- They ſent the Commiſſioners Copy of a Letter they had received 
ted Nov. 17, from the Secretary, to the Commiſſioners of the Revenue in Ireland, and 
Hf is ao ou another from Mr. Hutchins, an Officer in Ireland, giving an Account of 
pen. NI ſome Tobacco being run out of the George of Wexford, William Roach 
' Maſter, who cleared out from Leverpoole for Bordeaux, with ten Hog- 
ſheads and twenty-one Truſſes; upon which the Commiſſioners gave 
Orders to ſtop the Debenture, and wrote to the Commiſſioners of the 
Revenue in J1reland, as well as to Leverpocle, to gain a further Account 
of the Particulars relating to the Entry Outwards, and the running of 
theſe Goods: But upon adviſing with the Sollicitor of the Cuſtoms on 
the ſeveral Accounts received concerning this Caſe, they were of Opi- 


nion, that unleſs Proof can be got that the Tobacco landed in Ireland, | 


and ſeized there, was part of that which was exported from Leve 9 
no Succeſs was to be expected in caſe of a Proſecution: And the Offi- 
cers at Leverpoole. are now endeavouring, purſuant to the Commiſſioners 
Orders, to get further Proof of this Fraud. | 
By Letter d- The Commiſſioners received an Account that George Atkinſon had en- 
ted July wy ter d out twenty Hogſheads, containing 15,895 lb. wt. of Tobacco, in the 
1732 fro 


amt jane and Thomas, Samuel Foſter, for Holland; and demanded his De- 

1hitebacen, benture: But the Collector having received Advice from the Officers of 

XXII. the Revenue at Paſſage near Walerford in Ireland, that the above To- 
bacco was ſeized and condemned there, the Commiſſioners, upon advi- 
fing with their Sollicitor, ordered the Officers at J/hitebaven to conti- 
nue to ſtop the Payment of the Debenture, and wrote to the Commiſ- 
fioners of the Revenue in Ireland, deſiring a more particular Account of 
this Seizure, And the Commiſſioners here having received an-Anfwer 
from Ireland, have repeated their Directions to Whitehaven not to pay 
the Debenture. | ' 

By Letter d- The Commiſſioners received an Account from Falmouth of the Sci- 


ted * is, zure of 4673 1b. wt. of Tobacco and other Goods, out of the Milliam, 
1732 from 


Ach an open Boat, Samuel Paſcoe Maſter, from Guernſey, which has been 
XXIII. condemned. | 


By Letter da- The Commiſſioners received an Account, that Captain 4 had 

ted Fan. 7, brought in the Ann and Fane Sloop, of about twelve Tons Burthen, la- 

1732. from the den with twelve Bags, containing 1380 Pounds of Tobacco and other 

2 Goods, from Guernſey. This Veſſel was found at Anchor in Start Bay, 

XXIV. within a Quarter of a Mile from the Shore, and there being Proof of 
an intended Fraud, the Goods were condemned. 

The Captain brought in, at the ſame Time, the Dolphin Sloop, Bur- 

then 50 Tons, James Sullivan pretended Maſter, of St. Malo but laſt 

from Grernſey, laden with go Bags of Tobacco and a conſiderable 


Quantity of other Goods. This Sloop was found at Anchor in Start- 


Bay, about half a Mile from the Shore; and the Officer learnt that one 
Bell was Maſter of her, who was left behind at Foy, in order to be 
ready with Men and Horſes, to take the Goods on Shore when the 
Sloop ſhould arrive on that Coaſt; and that this Sullzvan was an old 
Smugler on the Corniſo Coaſt: And there were two Men brought over 
in this Sloop, who run away before the Captain came up with her, for 
| fear he ſhould know them: Theſe Circumſtances were very ſtrong Rea- 
fons to ſuſpect a Fraud: But the Officers not being able to get ſufiicient 
Proof of breaking Bulk, the Commiſſioners upon adviſing with their 
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(65) 
Sollicitor, ordered the Sloop and Goods to be diſcharged, upon the Ma- 


ſters giving a Bond not to land the Goods in this Kingdom 
Complaining of the fraudulent Trade from the Iſle of Man, the Com- By an anony- 


miſſioners were acquainted that a Perſon trading to and from that Iſland, 2 . 4 
| Ba 


aſſured the anonymous Writer, amongſt other Things, that in the lit- 1730 Hgned 
tle Time this Perſon ſtayed there, a large Ship arrived at the Iſland EA.. XXV. 
with Tobacco and other Goods, as he ſuppoſed, from Holland. | 

- Repreſents that he has Irrformation that there have been within half a By Letter da- 
Year, exported to the J/e of Man, 262 Hogſheads, 8 Barrels, 2 Tubs, __ LM 
16 Rolls of Tobacco, which are, without Doubt, deſigned to be run + 5 . 
again, the Iſland not conſuming 30 Hogſheads in a Year: That great xxVI. 
Quantities are run into Wales, and it is thought the Mberuſtewith Trade 

damages the Revenue 3 or 4000 J. per Annum : That the Collector had 

given Order to the Officers on the Coaſt to be watchful and diligent, to 

prevent the landing the Goods. ; 

Repreſents that he has received an Information from the e of Man, BY 1 da- 
that four Boats for Aberuſtwith, and two for New Key in Cardiganſbire, der 2 
lay loaden with Tobacco; and that in and about nine Months Time of geaumaris. 
there have been forty Boats and Veſſels from thoſe Parts, loaded there on XXVII. 
the running Account. That he has received another Letter that ſeven 
Boats ſailed out of the Iſland for thoſe Parts the ſeventh inſtant 3 upon 
which the Milford Snow was ordered upon that Part of the Coaſt, to 
prevent thoſe Frauds. | WY = 
| Sends an Account of Tobacco imported into the Port of Dovglaſs for By Letter da- 
four Years, and dbſerves, that all Tobacco cleared for the Ie of Man, © x 17, 
and not found in this Account, muſt be immediately run back, or on- - bat Waldron 
ly Traſh, and thrown into the Sea, according to frequent Cuſtom. Officer of Daa- 


glaſs: 
In the Year 1723 536,429 XX VIII. 
2724 276,452 
1725 689,082 
To 19 Oober 1726 438, 186 


Total 1,940,159 


Repreſents that ſince March q, above thirty Barks have gone for By Letter da- 


' Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, with Tobacco, ted May 5, 


1727 from G. 


: : | Waldron xxix. 
Refers to his former Letter, and acquaints the Board he hears that By a da- 


Captain Tucker has ſeized a Veſſel laden with Tobacco, under Sail from ted June 5, 
Leverpoole. | 1727 from 


Geo. Waldron.” 


Repreſents that about the firſt of the Month, the Mary Anne, of 7 da- 
Whitehaven, came in, about 70 or 80 Ton Burthen, loaden with Tobac- ted June 27, 
co, bound for Holland; and being informed that the Ship and Tobacco 1727 from Yr. 
deſigned to return from Holland with a Cocquet, and land the Tobacco, mers ON 
14. a Deſcription of her to Waldron, in caſe he ſhould put in at Doug- lr Ao 

J. | | XXXI. | 
Repreſents that hearing a Ship came lately into Ramſey with Tobacco 


ſent to the Officer there, who writes in Anſwer, that the Shi p's Name By 52 ” 


is the Mary Ann, of Whitehaven, and is in part loaded with Tobacco. 1727 from Ge 
That ſeveral 1ri/þ and Scots Boats have lately carried away great Quan- Valter. 4 
tities of Tobacco, and one Welſb Boat carried away ſix Packs of To- XXXII 
bacco containing 672 lb. «vt. Leaf, and fix Rolls containing 112 1b. vt. 


R Repreſents 


g * 
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By Letter da- Repreſents that ſince June 24, 1726, there has been taken out of the 
ted Ju. 25, Iſland 159,810 lb. wt. of Tobacco. | 

1727, from G. | 

V. XXXIII. 


By Letter dz- Repreſents that Scots, Triſh, and Welſb Boats are coritinually going off 
ted Sept. 5, with Tobacco. ; P * 


1727 from G. 
». XXIV. 


By Letter da- Repreſents that Tobacco is landed at Noon-day, and Debentures ta- 

ted Dec. 14 ken out for Tobacco, which is brought directly to the Iſland, and land- 

* 8 ed without Moleſtation, the Officers having no Power to ſeize. 

FY That ſince his laſt, above twenty Boats carried off Tobacco and o- 

ther Goods, for Scotland, Ireland and Wales; a Sloop of the Iſland 
loaded twelve Hogſheads of Tobacco, and deſigned for Aberuſtwith; a. 
Welſh Boat was away going from the Iſland with forty Packs of To- 
bacco. | | 


By Letters da- Repreſents that on Auguſt 26, he ſailed from Port le Marry, leaving 
ted March 24, 2 Welſb Boat, loaden with Tobacco and other Goods for Aberuſtwith in 
1727 from Wales 

oh Brown, N 


ter and Pilot of the George Brigantine. XXXVI. - 


By Leiter da- Repreſents, that on Jamary 12, arrived in Dowglaſs two Ships, one 
ted May 20, the Mary of Workington, who landed 35 Hogſheads of Tobacco, the 
| Den „ other from Erwin in North Britain, which landed 29 Barrels and 11 Hog- 
XXXVIL ſheads of Tobacco; the Barrels were all repacked at Sea. The Marks 
and Numbers of both Ships Cargoes, were ſcraped out at Sea. The 
Mary's Cargo was entered at the Cuſtom-Houſe Greenock, for Amſterdam, 


Cuſtom - Houſe 
London 14 May CHA. CARKESSE Secretary, 


1733. 


Cory of a Lx T TER from the Collector and Comp- 
troller of Exeter, to the Commiſſioners of the Cu- 
ſtoms about damaged Tobacco and Rubbiſh deſign- 
ed to be exported, dated 29 Juue 17 26. 


HoNOVURABLE SI RS, 


N the twentieth Inſtant Meſſieurs Humphry Bowden and Company, 
() of this City, Merchants, entered outwards for Exportation, in the 
Walter, William Bejt Maſter, for Rotterdam, fifty Hogſheads, containing 
28,000 lb. ut. of Tobacco, an Invoice whereof was given to the Officers 
upon a ſeparate Paper. The firſt Hogſhead they pitched upon to exa- 
mine, was one N' 50, which their own Cooper would not open; which 
gave Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Berriman Suſpicion that ſomething more than 
ordinary muſt be in his Refuſal. And thereupon they got another to 
do it. When it was opened, they found about 3 fr. 16 lb. wr. of 
rotten damaged Tobacco, and the reſt which filled the Caſk and was 
to compleat 6C. o gr,. 1619. the Weight according to the Invaice, 
nothing but Dirt, Stone, Cabbage Leaves, G., The — 

3 Otice 
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Notice of this Fraud, went twice to Topſbam, and carefully inſpected 
all the other Hogſheads, and they anſwered very exactly to the Invoice, 
except two, Number 30 containing 2 C. 3 gc. 26 Ib. ut. and. Number 
XXXVI containing 2 C. 39rs. 20 lb. wt. which we humbly. apprehend. by 
the gth of Geo. I. the Merchants have no Right to the Drawback of; and 
therefore we have ſecured the firſt Hogſhead, to prevent its Exportation 
till your Honours Direction therein. The Merchants ſeem to be very 


ignorant of this; but whatever. they may pretend, as we have Grounds 


to believe the Hogſhead Number L was packed by one of their own 
Servants, we cannot, be perſuaded, it ſhould be done without, the Pri- 
vity of one or more of them: And nothing can appear more bare- 
faced than putting a Stone of 26 1b: wt. among the Rubbiſh, which 
indeed we are ſurprized to find. From hence, whether this Practice 
has been carried on before or not, (but that it has is very much to 
he feared) we cannot but miſtruſt the Officer's Connivance; not that 
we can charge any particular Body at preſent with it. 5 


NUMBER 


NUMBER XVIII 


Capervrcarh of the Payment of the Duty of 8084 


1b. wt. of Tobacco imported by Mr. Black, and ex- 


Ported by Mr. Cox. 


1 3 Coleman for John Cox, 
do ſolemnly, ſincerely, and truly 
declare and afhrm, that the Tobac- 
co herein mentioned now to be ex- 
ported for Norway on his own Ac- 
count, is the very ſame which was 
bought of William Black. 

Abraham Coleman. 


Affirmed before me 
11 May 1733. 
Jonn Cokk Deputy Surveyor Gi. 


Alexander Black for Milliam Black 
maketh Oath, That the Duties of 
the Tobacco herein mentioned were 
paid and ſecured as herein expreſſed, 


is the very ſame which was fold to 


John Cox. 
Alexander Black. 


Sworn before me 
11 May 1733. 
Jorn Coke Deputy Surveyor Gl. 
8084. B. B. B. B. 


N the Betſey, Chriſtopher Booth- 
by, for Norway. 
W liam Black for John Cox. 


The Subſidy Inwards for eight 
thouſand and eighty four Pounds 
Virginia Tobacco, was paid 
William Black, 17 November laſt, 
out of Daniel Ruſſell, reported 
6 November laſt, new Subſidy, 

+ Subſidy, additional Duty im- 
* ſecured. Dated the 11th 
of May 1733. 


Sworn before me 
the 11th of 


May 1733. 


Joun Coke Deputy Sur. 
veyor General. 
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NUMBER, XIX, 


Mr. William BLack's Examination May 22, 1733. 


the Cocquet. He only entered it Inwards, and ſold it to 

Cox the Manufacturer. When Cox exported the Tobacco, 
Cox came to Black's Brother for an Entry; and he gave him one 
without the examining the Bills of Parcels. The uſual Way is to 
take the oldeſt Entry. The Tobacco he gave Cox the Entry for, 
was Maryland Tobacco. He does. not ſcruple to own that they do 
not take the ſame Tobacco. The Merchants underſtand it is ſuffi- 
cient if they place an equal Number of Pounds againſt an equal Num- 
ber, and place new entered Tobacco to old Bonds. The Bench of Of- 
ficers underſtand it ſo. He deals in Maryland Tobacco. He owns 
by this Method, the Merchant may keep up a Credit with the Mo- 
ney of the Crown. Oronoto is chiefly for Exportation. All Mary- 
land is Oronoto. Virginia is moſtly ſweet- ſcented, and no Oronoko comes 


H E has heard of F rauds, but knows of none. Cox endorſed 


but from two Rivers in Virginia. That Maryland Tobacco is all bond- 


ed, and almoſt all re-exported, 
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NUMBER XX. 


CxRTITIcATE of the Payment of Duty of 160,459 
1b. wt, of Tobacco, imported by Mr. John Peele. 


By Commiſſion, H/illiam Cameron N the 1 4 ohn Hows- 
for % Fu. latſon, for Holland. 

e John Peele. 

4 The Subſidy Inwards for 0 

. is for Valet Fi undred and fixty thouſand four 

e ee io _ ins Poo Fags- 

nia Tobacco, was paid by Jobn 

| : Peele 6 November laſt, out of 

60,459 B. B. B. B. Entered. Cbriſtopber Yeoman, reported 6 

November laſt, new Subſidy, + 

Subſidy, additional Duty and Im- 

poſt ſecured. Dated 14 October 


134,324 Shipped. 1732. 
urat coram me 
William Townſon 14 October 1732. 
pro Collector. E. WILLIAMS De- 
Thomas Cauſton puty Surveyor. 


Deputy Compt. 


NUMBER 


( 63 ) 


NUMBER XXI. 


In the BaiTannia, John Howlatſon, pro Holland. 
K. ye, that John Peele hath entered one hundred and ſixty thou- 


134824 ſhipped 
$ C. g. 
17 5 2 
CELL 
I. 
4130 
&j 0 $ 
6] 60 
ELF -A 
8] 7 3 
. 
10 7 © 
662 o 
11] 501 
12| 60 
13] 5 1 
144 60 2 
18 5 11 
16 5 3 2 
171 5.23 2 
18| 53 9 
19 5 2 2 
20 5O 4 
56 O 11 
21] 60 11] 
22 | 6 0 18 
$27 £3.29 
24] 5 2 15 
25] 5 3 18 
26] 5 1 23 
27] 5 1 22 
2853 4 
9.1583 © 
30] 5 3 21 


ROS 


OO How AKO „ 


Endorſed. 

C. g. 15. 

6 0 18 31 
60 4 32 
3 33 
3 34 
1 35 
71311 36 
6 1 23 37 
5 2 7 38 
5 1 21 39 
5 0 21 40 
58 3 6 
6 2 4 41 
5 0 23 42 
5 0 Off 43 
53 51 44 
1 45 
6 © 12 46 
50 25 47 
5 I 13 48 
6 2 2349 
5 0 16 80 
56 2 18 

5 127 [ 51 
6 0 4 52 
5 0 12 53 
6 0 23]] 54 
5 1 20 55 
5 © 18 56 
5 2 14 57 
7 3 8] 58 
9 0 23 59 
& | 60 


ſand four hundred and fifty nine Pounds Virginia Tobacco, per Fob» 
Peele, 6 November laſt, out of Chriſtopher Yeoman. 
laft, dated 14 Ofober 1732. 


Reported 6 November 
C. q. lb. | C. 7. Ib, 
60 7|@ 1 5 1 21 
6 © of 2 5 1 23 
5 ow) 3 73 65 
= EL. 4143 3 
61 9 5| 6111 
82: 78-01: 7.8 14 
5 2 1414 7| 5114 
$5 3.10 8 53 4 
5 2 21] 9 6 1 14 
5 3 11 10 52 2 
57 3 10 613 © 
6 0 91 11] 5 2 22 
6 0 17] 12 50 0 
5 111 134 5 1 21 
8 4 BZ 14] 52 4 
5 © 24 15] 53 © 
mo e 
5 2 26]] 17[ 5 2 13 
0.5 9 18 5 2 24 
9.3.12 19] 53.8 
3 e 
560 5 56 2 16 
5 2 21 2116311 
7 1 6 az] 70 
73 13 23] 6010 
7 1 20 1-7. 5-46 
5 3 25] 25 61 7 
7 3 21 26| 6 o 22 
5 1 16 27| 60 2 
6 0 19 28| 60 23 
5 1 25 29 | 5 1 20 
6 0 20 30| 6 0 14 


C. . Ib. 
4 
32 6 1 7 
33170 6 
34\51 9 
35 5˙2 11 
366 5 2 © 
37] 5 1 16] 
38 4 1 15 
| 
391 4 1 3 
40} 52 © 
52 2 21 
4151 4 
en 
4330 11 
44 6 0 23 
45 5 O 14 
466 6 2 14 
47 70 27 | 
43} 60 11 
49} 6 © 20! 
500 5,1 21 
59 .3 12 
§ 91059 9 
926 5 2 13 
93] 5 0 20 
94 5 2 6 
51 6 2 14 
go} 5 3 23 
. 
98152 7 
99 6 2 21 
100 5 2 21 
57 0 17 


— 


— 


(229 
Endorſed, 

C. 4. 16. JC. 4. 6. J C. . %. 
10153 2 7|| 71] 5 1 21 N Hh 10 662 © 
102] 5 1 of! 72 73 10 10 56 0 11 
1091.7 23 3] 5 0 20 wi 37.2 7 
104] 53 5 74/7 24 3] 14772 28 
105] 7 1. 9 5152.7 10]. 58 3 6 
106] 7 2 25 76 5 2 4 10 56 2 18 
107 7 0 23] 771] 4 3 4 10] 57 0 11 
108] 5 2.11; 21.4.3 38 10 5 3 10 
109 7 2 4] 79 60 o 10 $2.9, 5 
FLO} 9.34 60] 4 3 21 10] ©, 1 18 

— 3 ro] 56 2 16 

57 1427 52 2 21 10 62 2 24 
1116 6 3 13] 8x} 5 1 20 10 671 6 
112} 7 2 140] 84] 6 2 22 __ INS 7 
1131 7 2 9 84} 5 3 16 l 
1144 7 1 24 84 60 3 r 
1151 7 118 9 1 % 10, 597 IS 
1166 6 O 21 861 50 4 10 37 0 17 
117] 7 3 off 8/7/43 15 not 07,007 

Þ — 88] 5 0 6 2 

een 20011199 3 2 
04919 :2 810 991-6 5. | 
6217 2 4 54 3 3 | Is Nett Ib. wi, 134374 
63 + 2-12 x Caſk 450 
64| 5 3 14 134824 
d 57 116 A 
66 7 2 9 True Copy of Mr. Peele's Entry, Out- 
67 4 3 114] wards the 14 O Haber 1732. with the reſpe- 
68 $ 5 2 17 ctive Endorſement of cach Hogſhead. 

09 | 7 + 3 8 | Joſhua White 
70 3 * John Rogerſon 
18 2 Thomas Sharpe 
112 J. Goldpam 
| Ichn Savery. 
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NUMBER XXII. 
LONDON, 


Hundred fifty nine Pounds Virginia Tobacco. 


The Subſidy whereof was paid Inwards by Jobn Peele, the 6th of 
November laſt z one Hundred thirty four Thouſand eight hundred twen- 
ty four Pounds Virginia Tobacco above mentioned, was ſhipped the 1905 


of October laſt, certified November 9, 1732. 


_ Jonn RoctrsoN 
J. GoLDHAM | 


« Farat* John Peele, That all the Tobacco ſhipped as here certified, 
ba is really and truly exported for Parts beyond the Seas on Commiſſion, 

| having Direction of the Voyage; and that none of the ſaid Tobacco 
hath been ſince landed, or is intended to be relanded in Great Britain, 


Ireland, or the Iſle of Man. 
Coram, November 10, 1732, 
Joun Cokk Deputy Surveyor General. 
J. C. Ne. 3528. 
134824. | | 
| Endorſed, 


The Subſidy to be repaid for the Goods within mentioned, is four 
421 6 6 


Hundred twenty one Pounds ſix Shillings and ſix Pence. 


Jos. Creswick pro Collector. J. STANLEY. 


5 313 B. FAIRTAx. 
3 WS | C. PEERS... 


J. EvzLyn, + 


Examined and entered November 22, 1732, 


Henry Criſpe Regiſter. 
Examined and entered November 14, 1732, 


William Townſon pro Collector. 
Examined and entered November 16, 1732, 


George Thornborrow Deputy Collector. 
Examined and entered November 21, 1732, 


Ws: Thomas Cauſton Deputy Comptroller. 
2 Examined and entered November 18, 1732, 


H. Granger Examiner, 
766 
Received the Day of 17 
the full Contents 
per 
421 6 6 
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OHN Peele did enter with us Ofober 14, 1732, in the Britannia, 
Fohn Howlatſon for Holland, one Hundred and ſixty Thouſand four 


Hengy CRISYE Regiſter, 
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NUMBER XXII. 


LONDON, 


O HN Peele did enter with us October 14, 1732 

J. In the Britannia, John Hotolatſon for Holland, one Hundred and 
Tbouſand four Hundred fifty nine Pounds Virginia Tobacco. 

The new Subſidy, 2. Subſidy, additional Duty and IT” whereof, was 
ſecured Inwards by Fobn Peele the 6th of November out of Chriſto- 
pher Teoman, reported 6th November laſt. 

One Hundred thirty four Thouſand eight Hundred twenty four 

ia Tobacco above mentioned, was thipped 9¹ OFober laſt, 
certified gth November, 1732. 
Joun Root RSO, 
J. Gor onA. 


Furat Jobn Perle. That all the Tobacco ſhipped as here certified, 
is really and truly exported for Parts beyond the Seas, on Commiſſion, 
having Direction of the Voyage; and that none of the ſaid Tobacco 
hath * ſince landed, or is intended to be relanded in Great Bri- 
tain, Ireland, or the Je of Man. 


Hex, Carsps Regiſter fer, 
Coram, 10 November 1732 
Jonx Core Deputy Surveyor General. 
J. C. N'. 3528. 
1345 824. 
— —— * OY — 
Endorſed, 
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Endorſed, Bond 


The new Subſidy ſecured for the within Tobacco, is four 
Hundred ſeventy ſeven Pounds ten Shillings one Half. C 477 10 oz 


ny. | 

Additional Duty, four Hundred ſeventy ſeven Pounds 

ten Shillings one Half-penny. _ : 477 10 05 
+ Subſidy, one Hundred fifty nine Pounds three Shil-} 


lings and four _ * NN 1 159 3 4 
Impoſt, fourteen Hun irty two Po ten Shil- } f 
1 and one Penny. — 1432 1Q 1 
Total, two Thouſand five Hundred forty fix Pounds 6 6 
thirteen Shillings and ſix Pence. — 2549 13 
Jos. CR Es IK pro Collector, a | STANLEY. 
313 1. 8 . FAIRFAX, 
C. Petrs. 
J. EVELYN;: 


Examined and entered November 22, 1732, | 
| Henry Criſpe Regiſter. 
Examined and entered November 14, 1732, 
William Townſend pro Collector. 
Examined and entered A * 732, N | 
eorge Thornborrow Deputy Collector. 
Examined and entered 1 1 2 28 
mas Cauſton De Co oller. 
Examined and entered November 18, 1732, * 
| | H. Granger Examiner. 
477 10 or 


477 10 or 6 
1432 10 1 
2546 13 6 T. 8. 
267 
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NUMBER XXIV. 


| Compariſon of the Weights Inwards and Outwards of 
200 Hogſheads bought of Mr. Peele by Mr. Hyam. 


— — — Ol 


An Account of the particular Weights of 200 Hog ſbeads (Part of 
310 Hog heads) of Maryland Oronoko Tobacco, imported by John 
Peele the 28'h September 1732 by theJames and Mary, John Hodg- 
fon Maſter from Maryland, and ſold by him to Thomas Hyam, 
and Exported in the Britannia, John Howlatſon Maſter, for 
Holland, the 16, 17 and 19 of October following. 
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Planter 
Marks and 
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. tl 
at — > ipping. — 
No. No. C. 9. R 
M 98 & 12 |4 3 1E 
63 | 13 if © 16 
100 14 5 © it 
500 41 4 
11 16 4 3 16 
103 17 [4 2 16 
1390 18 7 3 2 
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Planters 855 s Merl. | Buyeys Weights ta-] The real nel eld. Increaſe} The De- 
Marks and and Numbers} Marky and | kent by the Weights to MdoPſed on | of the off the Fereaſe on the 
Numbers, mate off tbe Numbers Land- | the Hiper, | of tt Cocket Weights ta- Wight by | Peights ta- 
| | ads Of the woarrers at er ys for tobich Len at Land- inder ſing on | ken at Land- 
1 rdds | Ttportation," be pid the | Debririve | ing, they be- the Cocker ing, they be- 
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NUMBER XXV. 


Extract of ſome Paragraphs out of the Repreſentati- 
on of the Council of Virginia, to the Lords Com- 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations, dated 11 


September 1713. 


HE Duties are now ſo high, that the People of this Country, 

who commonly import the Tobacco at their own Riſque into Great 
Britain, | have neither Money enough of their own, nor Credit to take 
up on Intereſt, ſo much as is neceſſary for defraying ſo large an Ex- 
pence ; and Experience has already convinced us, that even the greateſt 
part of the Merchants, to whom we are obliged. to entruſt the Sale of 
our Tobaccos, are likewiſe unable to comply with thoſe high Duties, 
their Neceſſities for Money to diſcharge their Bonds at the Cuſtom- 
Houſe forcing them to part with our Tobacco at ſuch low Rates, as 
but barely pay the Duties, the Freight, their own Commiſſion and o- 
ther Charges, and very often the Conſigner is brought in Debt even 
for great part of theſe: The ſame Neceſſity has forced others to pawn 
our Tobacco for ready Money; and if that is not paid at the ſet 
Time, the Goods are taken by the Lender at an inconſiderable Value, 
an unheard of Way to depreciate a Commodity. 

Many Frauds, Briberies and Perjuries, of which there are daily In- 
ſtances in running Tobacco withour paying the Duties, ſhipping off 
flatted Stalks, damaged Tobacco, Duſt and Traſh, in Order to reco- 
ver a Drawback, and then relanding the ſame by finiſter Means, to the 
Ruin of all fair Traders, is likewiſe in a great Meaſure owing to the 
high Duties, which thoſe who will be dealing in Tobacco without ſut- 
ficient Stocks find themſelves unable to diſcharge in any other Way. 

Theſe are the Inconveniences occaſioned by the high Duties, but 
there are others no leſs ruinous and diſcouraging, which ariſe from the 
preſent Management of that Trade, and the making the Importer li- 
able to the Payment of thoſe Duties; for while great part of the Du- 
ties were charged on the Conſumptioner, the Importer was freed from 
the Payment of Factorage or Commiſſion for that Part; but ſince the 
whole Duties were transferred to the Importer, it has been the conſtant 
Practice of the Merchants to charge Commiſſion on the full Sales, 
whereby the Burden on the Importer has been encreaſed proportionably 
with every additional Impoſition. 8 

Under theſe Preſſures do the People of this Country labour, by ha- 
ving the Duties charged on them, and not on the Conſumptioner or 
Retailer; and if it be conſidered what vaſt Sums due for Cuſtoms have 
been loſt by the breaking of ſundry Merchants in the Tobacco Trade, 
it will appear no leſs prejudicial to her Majeſty's Intereſt; whereas if 
the Retailer or Conſumptioner were obliged to pay the Duty, her 
Majeſty would run a far leſs Hazard, as having thoſe Duties ſecured 
in the Hands of a great many, which now depend on one; and the 
Importer would not then be under the unhappy Condition of loſing 
more than his own Adventure. 

NUMBER 


NUMBER XXVI. 
An Account of ſeveral late Inſtances of riotous Run- 
ning of Tea, Brandy, &c. 


HE Y repreſent that a fraudulent Trade was carried on by a gu Letterſrom 
| large Gang of Smugglers; of about ſeventeen or eighteen ofthe Collector 
them, in an open Boat from the Ie of Man; and likewiſe by _ 1 
the Sailors of the King's Yachts, one of whom being met by Mr. of April = 
Paynter Landwaiter at Park-Gate, on Horſeback, with a large Bag 1733. 
under him, which he ſuſpected to be Tea, and inſiſting to examine 
him, the Man reſiſted and abuſed him, and drew a Piſtol of uncom- 
mon Size out of his Breaſt, and threatened him with immediate Death, 
by which Means he carried off his Loading; but afterwards he was 
committed by a Juſtice of the Peace to the County Gall. 
And it is further repreſented by the Collector and Comptroller of 
Cheſter, that the Yachts Crew make a conſtant Practice of Smuggling, 
and do, in their Opinion, more Miſchief that way, than any or all 
the Veſſels that belong to the Port, of which the Captain hath been 
frequently informed, and Notice thereof was ſent to the Admiralty ; 
and Mr. Burchett has ſignified, that Directions are given to the Cap- 
tain of the Yacht to take particular Care to prevent running of Goods 
for the future. | 
They repreſent, that on Friday the 3oth of March laſt in the Morn 3 Letters 
ing, the Tryal Man of War, Captain Rycaut Commander, perceiving from the Col- 
a Cutter towing from the Shoar near Orfordneſs, her Boat at Head gave lector and _ 
Chaſe to her, and boarded the Cutter, and ſeized her with 985 Ih. vt. 3 
Tea, and 544 Ib. wt. Coffee, and the Smugglers having ſent away their April a 175 3. 
Boat, the Boatmen at Albrough purſued her, and ſeized 9554 Lb. wt, Tea, * 
52; lb. wt. Coffee, and 24 +3 Gallons Brandy; there was likewiſe ſeized 
by the Officers on Shoar, which had been landed out of the faid Boat 
31 1 wt. of Tea; all which the Commiſſioners directed to be proſe- 
cuted. 
He acquainted the Commiſſioners of an Account he had received of By Letter from 
a large Quantity of Tea run upon the Norfolk Coaſt, from a ſmall the Collector 
Sloop belonging to Middleburgh in Zealand with fifteen Men on Board, - Lyn, dated 
which was landed on the Marſhes by the Sailors, who were all armed}, w”_ * 
with Piſtols and Blunderbuſſes; and the next Morning were met with- Saad 
in the ſaid Marſhes by Forty Horſemen, all armed with Piſtols and 
Cutlaſhes, and loaded all the Goods and carried them away, bidding 
Defiance to any Authority whatſoever : Whereon the Commiſſioners di- 
rected a Reward of Fifty Pounds to be publiſhed, for any one of the 
Offenders who ſhould diſcover the Goods Run, and two or more Per- 
ſons concerned in running them; or if any of the Offenders would diſ- 
cover his Accomplices, the Commiſſioners would interceed for a Par- 
Gon 
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don, and give a Reward of Ten Pounds more for every Offender who 
ſhould be convicted. 
By Letter from He repreſented; that twenty Horſemen well armed, had diſtributed 
= Pegg ws , themſclves in the adjacent Towns, ſuppoſed to be part of the Gang 
tori * ed that carried off the Goods mentioned in the laſt Article from Lynn, and 
1-33. wait for Goods which they expect from a Veſſel hovering on the Coaſt, 
to which they made Signals, but the Sea running high prevented their 
landing them; upon which the Veſſith ſailed away, and the Smugglers 
rode off, on which the Commiſſioners ordered the Officers to endeavour 
to make what further Diſcoveries they could. | b 
By Letter from They acquainted the Commiſſioners, © that the Night before ſome 
= —— , Perſons with an Iron Ctom broke open the Goal, and ſet James eddy, 
ler of Ele 4 Smuggler, at Liberty, who was confined for aſfaulting the Officers in 
/am, dared their Duty, and for a Penalty of 48 L. Sterl. for a Parcel of Tea, found 
bTay 1, 1733. in his Cuſtody; whereon the Commiſſioners directed the Officers to get 
| what Proof they could againſt the Perſons concerned, in Order to pro- 
TS. TT | la ARS 5 8 
By Letter from He acquainted the Commiffioners, that a Veſſel being ſeen by his 
5 Sriohens Boatmen dry on the Sands, two of them went and boarded her, and 
Leigh, dined found five Men armed with Piſtols ſtuck” into their Waſtes, and 
47% 2, 1733. each of them a Muſket in his Hand, with ſeveral ſpare Arms, who 
would not ſuffer them to open the Hatches, ſweartng they would ſhoot 
them if they did; and detained one of the Boatmen in the Veſſel, and 
ſeized the King's Boat, with the other Man in her, and detained them 
till they had Water enough, when they made for Sheebury, towing the 
King's Boat with them, when they were met with about fifteen Horſe- 
men armed; and at Noon Day opened the Hatches and delivered forty 
or fifty Oil Skin Bags of Tea, and ſome Brandy; and on the Officers 
endeavouring to do their Duty, the Smugglers violently abuſed and 
wounded them; and then the Veſſel ſtood out to Sea, and the Smug- 
glers rode off with their Cargoe; and ſome of the Horſemen being 
known, the Commiſſioners have directed Affidavits to be ſent up of 
the Facts, in Order to their being proſecuted. | 
ByLetter from He acquainted the Commiſſioners, that his Son Thomas Hurſt, one of 
W X _ 12 the riding Officers, ſeeing the Track of a great many Men and Horſes 
Bauen in dae on the Sea Beach, ſummoned ſome other of the Officers and two Dra- 
Port of Rye, goons, and went in Purſuit of them, imagining they had been running 
May 7, 1733. ſome Goods; and tracking them ſix or ſeven Miles into a Place called 
Wilmington Wood, ſearched about and found their Cargoe, which they 
ſeized, amounting to one Thouſand ſeven Hundred fifty four Pounds 
of Ten, and one Hundred and ten Pounds of Coffee ; which the Com- 
miſſioners have ordered to be proſecuted. | | 
By Letter from They acquainted the Commiſſioners, that two of the Boatmen and a 
the 8 Riding Officer the Night before, obſerving a Veſſel at ſome Diſtance 
_ going our at the Harbour's Mouth in the Cuſtom-Houſe Boat, met a 
haven, dated Boat,, which on their Approach returned back, and on chaſing her, 
May 8, 1733: they threw all her Cargoe over Board, Part of which being ſeven half 
Anchors of Brandy, they took up; and ſoon after they faw another 
Boat adrift, which, on boarding her, they found full of half Anchors 
of Brandy, but no Perſon in her: Whereon John Wood, one of the 
Boatmen, got into her, with Intent to row her a Shore, while the o- 
ther Officers took up the Remainder of what was thrown from the 
other Boat : Whereon the Boats Crew fetched more Men, and coming 
up, aſſaulted them with their Oars, and knocked the ſaid Mood over- 
Board, who was drowned, and threatened to ſerve the —_ in like 
| anner; 


( 89 ) | 
Manner; whereon the Commiſſioners directed Affidavits to be ſent up | ; 
of the Particulars, in Order to proſecute the Offenders. | 
It appears they were deſired by Samuel Merchant,” one of the Officers z. Aftidavit 
of the Cuſtoms, to meet him the 224 of April laſt at eleven at of ſeveral 
Night at the Watch Houſe, and informed them that ſome Smugglers were Watchmen of 
expected that Way loaden with Run Goods; and acquainted them, it e 4 
they would keep the Gates ſhut, and ſtop the Smugglers, they might g yy 1733. 
expect a conſiderable Reward ; which they accordingly did; and about 
one or two a Clock in the Morning, a Gang of about twelve Men, on 
Horſeback, rode up to the Gate, well mounted, and armed with Fire 
Arms and Truncheons, loaden with Goods, and the Conſtable and 
Watchmen ruſhed upon them; but the Gates being ſhut the Smugglers 
oppoſed them, and fired a Blunderbuſs and Piſtol at them, and rode off 
towards Stock's Market ; the Watchmen followed them, and in Cheap/ide | 
ene of the Smugglers fell from his Horſe, and was ſeized by one of the | | 
Watchmen, but the Horſe trod on the Watchman's Ancle, and lamed | | 
him, which gave an Opportunity to the Smuggler to eſcape ; and they | 
believe they were all loaden with Tea, but they did not know any of 
them : And the Watchmen further make Oath, that at ſeveral Times 
ſince Chriſtmas laſt, they have ſeen ſeveral Gangs of People, who, they 
believe are Smugglers, in the Night, ride through the City of London, 
and ſo through Alderſgate loaden, and ſoon returned unloaden z and they 
believe they were loaden with Tea, or other run Goods. | 
He acquainted the Board of having an Information of ſeven Horſe By a Memorial 
Load of Goods being at the George Inn at Nferd in Efſex, he took ſome of Mr. Fort, 
Aſſiſtance, and found ſeven Horſes with Bridles and Saddles, but found _—_ = * 
no Tea in the Inn or Out-Houſes, but found ſeveral Great Coats and 3 
Piſtols; and obſerving five or ſix Men climb over the Pales, purſued NI 14, 1733. 
them, and found they run to the Goods, which they quitted and ran 
away; and he ſeized twelve Bags containing five Hundred eighty one 
Pounds of Tea, and ſaw two Hundred and twelve Pounds of Coffee, which 
5 he ſeized, and likewiſe the Horſes on Suſpicion of their being concern- 
ed in carrying the Tea and Coffee; and the Coffee and Tea is ordered 
to be proſecuted, but there not being Proof ſufficient againſt the 
Horſes, they were ordered to be delivered. 
| It appears that the Officers being informed that twelve Hundred By Letterfrom 
Weight of Tea was laid in a Heap of Straw, in a Barn Yard at Mar- the Collector 
gate Inn, about a Mile from Ingerſtone in Eſſex; they went with ſome A 
Exciſe Officers and ſeized about nine Hundred Weight, but before 1 
they could carry it off, there came about twelve or fourteen Smug- 1733 
glers armed with Guns, and near thirty or forty others wtth Flails and 
Pitchforks, to the Smugglers Aſſiſtance, who beat and diſarmed feve- 
ral of the Officers, and took away the Tea they had ſcized; and it is 
believed the Tea ſeized by Mr. Forſter aforementioned at 1/ford, is 
Part of this Tea. | 
It appears that on Sunday Morning the 19h, they purſued ſeveral By Inſormati- 
| Horſes and Men in a Place ca ld Dirty-Lane, or Rhodes Wharf in the u. of ſeveral 
Strand, imagining them to be on ſome illegal Practices, and ordered 8: _— 
them to ſtop ; but the Smugglers rode to them and reſiſted them, and rhe Fields and 
knocked down one of the Watchmen ; notwithſtanding which they took St. Clements- 
{ix Bags of the Tea from them, which was carried to the Watch- D 1 
Houſe; the reſt of their Cargoe they made off with, but was taken Ma 14, 1753 
afterwards and carried to Covent-Garden Round Houſe; and Samuel 
Owen an Officer of the Cuſtoms being ſent for, went to ſeize the ten 
Bags laſt mentioned, but was hindered bringing them away by the 


Z Conſtable 


f 
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Conſtable and Beadle, and a Mob of People: However he ſecured them 
in the Hold of the Round Houſe, and went afterwards and found the 
ſix Bags aforementioned in the Watch Houſe, which he ſeized and 
brought to the Warehouſe to be proſecuted. After which the ſaid Owen 
went to the Inn and ſeized the nine Horſes, and cauſed four of the: 
Men belonging to the ſaid Tea to be ſecured, 


Cusrou Hovsr, London, 
16 May, 1733. 


S UP. P LE ME NT. 


HEY acquainted the Commiſſioners, that having received In- 


- By a Letter 


from the Col- telligence from the Riding- Officers to the Southward of this 
lector and Place, that there was a deſperate Gang of Smugglers, to the 
ang „Number of twenty, and upwards, that was lodged in a Village, about 
Yarmouth, da- eight Miles from this Place; and, as they apprehended, expected to 
ted Mey 28. have ſome Goods landed that Night, which was laſt Saturday Night; 
1733. we adviſed with Captain Oats, Commander of his Majeſty's Ship the 
X Fly, the Captain of your Smack, and Mr. Ko! the Riding Surveyor, 
with the Officers under his Survey in the Parts adjacent; and, on Con- 
ſultation, it was agreed, that the Captain of the Man of War, and the 
Captain of the Smack, ſhould, with their Boats, keep a good Look- 
out at Sca; and to endeavour to ſecure any Veſſel or Boats that, ap- 
peared on the Coaſt, or endeavoured to run any Goods; and that the 
Riding-Officers ſhould go to Hal/worth, about ſixteen Miles from hence, 
where was a Party of Dragoons, and endeavour to intercept, and take 
them, if they appeared in that Part of the Country; and, which of late, 
has been their general Route. The Scheme being concerted, the Land 
Officers went to Halfeoorth ; and, having got out the Dragoons, and laid 
them in proper Places, about Two in the Morning they ferzed two 
Horſes, with about 160 /b. of Tea; the Riders having, on Sight of the 
Officers and Dragoons, quitted their Horſes, and made their Eſcape 
over Hedge and Ditch. The Officers, being ſo well prepared, were in 
hopes they ſhould have met with the whole Gang; but it happen'd, 
that the general Gang took ſome other Road, and that the two taken 

were Stragglers, or ſome that uſed the Trade up into the Country. 

They acquainted the Commiſiioners, that the Officers belong to the 
Smack in their Service, having been out upon the Crutze at Sea, met 
with a Brigantine, called the Conftant Fane of London, Thomas Boyack 
Maſter, who came from Camphere in Zealand, and had on board great 
Quantities of Tobacco in Matts, ſeveral Bales of Canniſters of Tea and 
Coffee, and about two Hundred Anchors of Brandy, tor which he pro- 
duced Bills of Lading for North Bergen: But there is great Reafon to 
believe, that the whole Cargoe is deſigned to be Run in ſome Parts of 
Scotland; for there were ſeveral Scotch Paſſengers on board. The Maſter 
acquainted the Officers, that he loaded Corn for Holland from Cromertie; 
ſo it is probable he is really bound for that Place. 

They repreſent, it is very common, on this Coaſt, for their Officers 
to meet Veſſels from Holland and France, laden with prohibited Goods, 
with pretended -Clearances, for Bergen; when, we believe, their Inten- 
tion is for Running their Cargoes in ſome Parts of the North of Ex- 
land, or Scotland. 


NUMBER 


NUMBER XXVII. 


Mr. Is AAC PouLsum' s Examination May 22 1733. 


1 condemned Wine at the Cuſtom Houſes, at Port/mouth and Cowes; 
moſt of which being French, and having lain there a conſiderable Time, 
without proper Managment, *were of very little Value, except to aug- 


ment their Stocks in the Cuſtom Houſe Books ; and thereby cover 0-- 


ther French Wines which were Run. As for Spaniſh and Portugal Wine, 


they generally bought them otz the Merchants at Sou/hampton and Poriſ- 
mouth , having themſelves never imported mote-than one _ Cargoe . 


of _ Sort. 


When they. have had octafion to ſend Wine to Londen; or any other 


Place, they ſeldom ſent them by Water, but IL. and Carriage, and with- 


out any Cuſtom Houſe Certificate, but a Note ſigned under their own. 
Hands, mentioning it as Wine, which they bought in a lawful Way of 


Trade; and they would make Oath thereof, if required; which they 
have frequently done, if ſuch Wine have been ſtopped by any doubt- 
ful Officers: For they well knew, if they ſhould apply to the Cuſtom- 


Houſe for Diſpatches: to paſs all their Wine by, it would appear, that 


they ſold much more than they bought legally. 


But after they had for ſome Years traded by the foregoing Method, | 
and perceiving they had room enough to carry on another Fraud in that 


Branch, more to their Advantage, they agreed with ſome Maſters of 
Veſſels, who uſed the Coaſting Trade z and then they would take out 
Cuſtom Houſe Diſpatches; and ſhip. on Board ſuch a Veſicl, in the Pre- 
ſence of an Officer of the Cuſtoms, ſixteen or twenty Hogſheads of old 
. four Wine, or Mixture, good for nothing; with which the Maſter pro- 
ceeded to Sea, and had Directions where to meet with another Veſſel, 

laden with Wine, from Frante or Guernſey; ſo would then throw away 
the ſour Wine, and take on Board the like Quantity of, other Wine, 
and proceed therewith to the Port deſigned, according to the Cuſtom 
Houſe Clearance. 

This Practice having — carried on for ſome time, with Succeſs, it 


then began to be ralked of publickly, and the Officers of the Cuſtoms 


were more careful in examining what they ſhipped 3 on which the 
Smugglers had Recourſe to another Project. 

They had Hogſheads made exactly like Freach Wine Hog ſheads , 
with a double Head at one End; and, between thoſe two Heads, they 
would fill it up with good Wine; and the main Bulk of the Hogſhead 
was either ſilled up with Water, or ſuch old ſour Wine as is before men- 
tioned; but they were ſure to leave a Spill in the Head of each Hog- 
ſhead, for the Officer to taſte the Quality of the Wine. Thoſe Hog- 
ſhends they ſhipped on Board Coaſting Veſſels, as before; and at Seca, 
they turned the Water, or ſour Wine, out of thoſe Caſks, and took out 
of another Veſſel, waich waited at à particular Place on purpoſe, the 
8 like 


— — — 


1E faith, that Meſſ* Hah and Boyce. bought the greateſt Part of the 


—— - an 


— — 


2” — — . — 


— = 
= 


| 


$a. by 
| 


— —ü—ũ—ů I <o- i ama —— — 0 


( 92) 
like Number of Hogſheads of French Wine, which were carried to the 
intended Port, and there landed : The other Caſks, with double Heads, 
lying on Board as empty Caſks, were not taken Notice of; and this 
raud was carried on ſucceſsfully for ſome time, but chiefly between Port/- 
mouth and Southampton ; the Quantity ſeldom exceeding eight or ten 
Hogſheads at one Time. 

About this Time Harris, Bowden and Chamberlain, another Set of 
Smugglers, in Combination with ſome of the Officers and Clerks at 
Portſmouth, carried on a Fraud, by clearing out Veſſels Coaſt-ways at 
Portſmouth for London, and ſeveral other Places, as having twenty or 
thirty Hogſheads of French Wine on Board ; when, in Reality, none were 
ſhipped but with thoſe Diſpatches. The Veſſel proceeded to Guernſey, 
= there took on Board the Quantity agreeable with thoſe Diſpatches, 
and carried it to the Port intended, and there landed the ſame; for 
which Service the Officers and Clerks concerned had 47. per Hogſhead. 

The like Frauds were carried on by thoſe Perſons in Brandy and 
Salt. | | 

Another ſmall Fraud, of the like Nature with the foregoing, was 
practiſed in ſome of the Coaſting Veſſels by the Privity of the Cuſtom- 
Houſe Clerk : A Smuggler, that had bought Wines at the Cuſtom- 
Houſe, would ſhip off two Hogſheads of the ſame for London; and the 
Night the Veſſel failed, a Boat would meet them at S7ihead, or a little 
Way at Sea, and put on Board three Hogſheads more of Run Wine, 
and make an Alteration in the Cocquet agreeable thereto, by altering 


Two to Five, thus : f Ker 


Scveral Seizures of Wine were made from Hatch and Boyce, during the 
Time before mentioned; but if they had any room to conteſt it with 
the Officers in the Court of Exchequer, they ſeldom failed to get a Ver- 
dict, by Means of ſuborned Evidence. 

They always had in their Employ near twenty Boat Men or Labourers, 
who did little or nothing elſe but aſſiſt them in running their Goods, 
and ſwearing for them on all Occaſions: Whenever there was Notice gi- 
ven for a Trial, eight or ten of thoſe Fellows were ſent to London, in 
order to be Witneſſes there; and very often they have gone to London, 
on that Occaſion, without knowing what they have been to ſwear till 
they got thither. 

When any of their Wines wers ſeized, either in a Waggon, or out 
of their Warehouſes, (although the Hogſheads were ſtill wet with the 
Salt Walter in running them aſhore) Hatch or Beyce, together with one 
of their Coopers, would immediately go before a Commiſſioner in the 
Exchequer, and make Affidavit, that they either bought the ſaid Wines 
out of the Cuſtom-Houſe as condemned, or of ſome Merchant in a fair 
Way of Trade, with ſuch other Circumſtances, as were needful to cover 
the Fraud; which Affidavit was tranſmitted to the Commiſſioners of the 


Cuſtoms, for their Directions: And if ſuch Seizure was returned into 


the Exchequer, in order for Proſecution, the Smugglers never failed to 
enter a Claim. | 

Their next thing was to find out what Evidence there were for the 
Crown, and, if poſſible, what they could fay to the Goods in queſtion ; 
and then the Smugglers would be ſure to bring a much greater Number 
of Witneſſes, who ſhould directly contradict what the King's Evidence 
had ſworn ; and, by other Evidence of the ſame Stamp, prove their 
pretended Property in the Goods: But if there happened to be not 
more than one or two Witneſſes for the Crown, which very often was 


the 
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the Caſe, the Smugglers did not much matter what thoſe could ſay ; for 


they would be ſure to trump up ſome Story to blacken their Characters, 


or invalidate their Evidence; as, that they had ſeveral Times declared, 


* would loſe no Opportunity to ruin the Defendant; or, that they 
ha 


declared, they were to have ſuch a Gratuity if a Verdict was given 


for the King on their Evidence ; or, that they had offered ſome of the 
Defendants Evidences Sums of Money to change Sides, and join with 


them in ſwearing for the Crown; and ſuch Falſities as theſe the Smug- 
glers were ſure to ſupport with ſeveral Witneſſes, which, together with 
ſome of the Jury leaning pretty much to that Side, ſeldom or never. 


failed to obtain a Verdict. 


Some Inſtances whereof follow: On the 10% of Auguſt 1724, at 


Night, David Boyes run aſhore, at S!oke's Bay, out of the James and 


Elizabeth, James Price Maſter, from Bourdeaux, 55 Hogſheads of French 


Wine; and the ſame was ſeized the next Morning by Walter Clark, 


Commander of. the Cowes Smack, in the Service of the Cuſtoms ; and 


tried in Michaelmas Term following, and acquitted. 

The principal Evidence for the Crown was Dawley, a Mariner, 
belonging to the ſaid Smack; who, together with a Dragoon, were or- 
dered to be on the Guard at Stote's Bay that. Night, for preventing any 


Goods being run: But this Veſſel arriving, and the Boat-men being 
there all ready, were not willing to loſe the Opportunity; and there- 


upon invited Dawley into Boyce's Houſe, to take a Glaſs ; and whilſt 
he was there, a Man, by Boyce's Direction, gave him two Guineas, of 
thereabouts, on which he ſeemed eaſy and well contented, and went out 
amongſt the People, and ſaw ſix Boat Loads of Hogſheads landed, and 
put into the Warehouſe. 


The next Morning Dawley acquainted Captain Clark with what Boyce 


had been doing, and all the Circumſtances that happened; on which 


Clark went and ſeized all the ſaid Wine. 

The Wine was returned into the Exchequer, to which Boyce entered 
his Claim; and, on theTryal, Dawley gave Evidence of what is before re- 
lated 3 and his Evidence of the Wine being Run was corroborated by 


another Mariner of the Smack, who was at ſome Diſtance, and ſaw all 


that paſſed. 

Boyce, to blacken and invalidate the King's Evidence, produced Wit- 
neſſes who ſwore in Court, that Dawley was a drunken Fellow, and that 
his Word nor Oath was to be regarded; and others ſwore, that Daley 
had ſeveral Times declared in their hearing, that if the King got the 
Tryal he was to have a Place in the Cuſtoms, 

The Dragoon ſwore, that he walked the Beach before the Store-Houſe 
where the Wine was ſeized all that Night, with his Sword drawn, and 
no Goods were Run; and ſeveral others ſwore, that about the Time the 
Wine was ſaid to be Run, they found the other Witneſs for the Crown 
lying on the Ground aſleep, and very drunk ; and others ſwore, that 
they ſaw the Wines in queſtion put into that Warehouſe ſome Days be- 
fore the Time of Seizure ; on which a Verdict went for Je Defendant. 

The trying this Cauſe coſt Boyce upwards of 200 J. having paid ſe- 
veral Witneſſes very handſomely for their Service; beſides giving the 
Jury an elegant Entertainment, and (as he himſelf declared) two Guineas 
each Man. | 

That, to his Knowledge, all the Evidence given by the Defendant in 
this Cauſe was falſe, | 
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That on September the 10th 1724, at Night, David Boyce landed at 


Browndown, out of the ——, Jobn Reed Maſter, from Guernſey, 
17 or 18 W of French White Wine; and put the ſame into 
Jobn Sellar's Warehouſe there, till he had an Opportunity of convey- 
ing them to his own Vaults at Stoke*'s Bay, which is about two Miles 
difant. Foſeph Allen, an Officer of the Cuſtoms, had Information 
thereof, and went the next Day and feized, out of the ſaid Warehouſe, 
ſeven of thoſe Hogſheads of Wine, which appeared wet and ſandy. 

' The Wine was returned into the Exchequer, and a Claim entered by 
Jobn Sellar, and tried in Trinity Term 1725, and acquitted. | 

On the Tryal Boyce was an Evidence, and ſwore he had no Right or 
Property in the ſaid Wines; for that he fold them to John Sellar twelve 
or fourteen Days before they were ſeized ; and that Part of the Wine in 
queſtion he bought of a Merchant at Southampton, and Part of a Mer- 
chant at Por!/mouth. 

Boyce's Cooper {wore to the ſame Effect, and Sellar's Cooper ſwore 
his Maſter bought the Wine of Boyce, the Time above mentioned ; and, 
laſt of all, Jobn Oatley ſwore, that he had been in Company with Joſeph 
Allen, the Officer that ſeized the Wine, and had heard him ſwear that 
he would not leave a Stone unturned to ruin Sellar, and other Proteſta- 
tions to that purpoſe ; on which a Verdict went for the Defendant. 

To his Knowledge all the Evidence given by the Defendant in this 
Cauſe was falſe. 

Many other Accounts of their Proceedings in this manner can be 
given, of Tryals they have had in the King's Bench and Common Pleas 
as well as Court of Exchequer, they having at their Command ſuch a 
Gang of Profligates, who were ready on all Occaſions to ſwear what- 
ſoever they were directed, that they ſeldom loſt a Cauſe. 

Before any Tryal came on, they were uſed to ſummon together !{o 
many of their Poſſe as they thought they ſhould ſtand in need of, and 
acquaint them, as far as they could, with what ſort of Oppoſition they 
expected to meet with; and then give every one his Cue, taking Care 
that each had his Part according to his Capacity and if it happened 
to be long, or any way difficult, they commonly gave it them in Wri- 
ting, that they might con it over, ſo as to be perfect on the Tryal, as 

indeed they moſt commonly were. | 
All he has before ſer forth, he is ready to atteſt on Oath, having 
been privy to theſe, and many other Tranſactions of the like Kind. 


The further Examination of Mr. Isaac Poursum, 


May the 28th, 1733. 


Uring the Time he was Clerk to Hatch and Boyce (which was about 
D four Years) ſeveral other Cauſes were tried by them in the Court 
of Exchequer, for Goods ſeized by the Officers of the Cuſtoms. 

About the 13th of June 1724, David Boyce run aſhore at Stoke's Bay, 
out of the Nath. Sartel Maſter, from Holland, about 400 C. wv, 
of Tea in Caniſters; and on the 15h of the ſame Month, 7oſeph Allen, 
an Officer of the Cuſtoms, ſeized out of Boyce's Houſe ſeven Caniſters, 
weighing about 228 1b. of the ſame Tea, which was returned into the 
Exchequer, and Boyce entered his Claim thereto, and the Cauſe was tried 
in Hilary Term 1724, and the Tea was acquitted, Boyce producing Evi- 

| dence 
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dence who ſwore that the Teas in queſtion was Part of ſeveral Quanti- \ 
ties which he formerly bought as condemned Tea; particularly, in Jul) ä 
1722, of Malter Clerk, an Officer of the Cuſtoms, 72 1b. wt. of Bohea, 
and 55 lb. wt. of Green; and in October 1721, of Edward Clerk, an Of- 
ficer of the Cuſtoms, about 400 C. t. of Bohea. 0 

In the Month of June 1722, John Hatch run aſhore in Portſmouth 
Harbour near Eon, Hogſheads of French Wine; of which Infor- 
mation was given to WMillium Cheetham an Officer of the Cuſtoms, and 
he got to Hatth's Houſe juſt as Part of the Wine was laid down out 
of a Waggon, being all wet with Salt Water and ſandy, and before 
they had Time to put them into a Vault, the Quantity being five 

Hogſheads, he ſeized the ſaid Wine, and the ſame was returned into 
the Exchequer; to which Hatch entered his Claim, and the Tryal was 
brought on Term following, and a Verdict given for the Defen— 
dant, by Means of ſuborned Evidence; but a Diſpute thereon aroſe in 
Court, as Hatch in his Defence had proved thoſe Wines to be the ſame 
which had been before ſeized from him by ſome Officers of the Cuſtoms, 
and he had taken them out of the Cuſtom Houſe by a Writ of Delivery, 
on Security given to ſtand the Tryal, and no Tryal having been on the 
former Seizure, it was made a Special Caſe to be argued, whether ſuch 
Proof, as he had produced of his Property, was ſufficient, according to the 
Letter of the Law, to acquit the Wine; and thereupon no Order was made | 
for the Delivery of the ſame, nor the Caſe ever ſettled, as he hath heard, 

April the 1ſt 1724, David Boyce run aſhore at Hillbead, near Fitchfield 
in Hampfhire, out of the — of Portſmouth, John Reed Maſter, from 
Guernſey, 12 Hogſheads of French Wine; two of which were ſeized at 
landing by Captain Clark, an Officer of the Cuſtoms ; the other, being 
four Hogſheads of Red and fix Hogſheads of White Wine, were put 
into two Waggons belonging to Farmer Hyuet!, in order to be carried to 
Boyce's Vaults at Biſhop's Waltham ; but Foſeph Clapp Jun. an Officer of 
the Cuſtoms, having Information thereof, together with —— Holmes, 
an Officer of the Exciſe, purſued the Waggons, and overtook them in 
Waltham Chace; and there Clapp ſeized the ſaid ten Hogſheads of Wine, | 
and the ſame were returned into the Exchequer, to which Boyce entered 
his Claim, and the fame was tried in Hilary Term 1724, and, by Dint | 
of Evidence, a Verdict went for the Defendant, notwithſtanding the | 
King's Evidence plainly proved the landing the Wines, and putting the 
ſame into the Waggons : One of the King's Evidence (whoſe Name he 
cannot at preſent recollect) was a Huſbandman, and dwelt juſt by where 
the Wine was landed : The other Witneſs was Goddard a Dragoon, j 

N 


who was nigh at hand, and ſaw all that paſſed: But on the Tryal Boyce 
took Care that the Character of the Huſbandman, was ſufficiently black- 
ened by ſeveral Witneſſes; and Goddard having been tampered 
with, declared in Court, that he was to have a Conſideration if the King 
got the Cauſe; on which the Jury acquitted the Wines. Boyce gave this | 
Dragoon a new Suit of Broad Cloth Cloaths in London, in which he ap- | 
peared on the Tryal. | 1 8 
And Boyce gave the Dragoon, who was a Witneſs for him in the | 
Cauſe of the 55 Hogſheads, which were tried and acquitted in Michael- | 
mas Term 1724, a Hogſhead of French White Wine, and about five Gui- | 
neas in Money ; beſides maintaining him in London and on the Road. | 
April the 24th, 1724, David Boyce run aſhore near Hill bead, out of 
the James and Elizabeth of Portſmouth, James Price Maſter, from Guerz-, 
fey, five Hogſheads of White Wine; and the ſame was put into 5 armer 
a rant's 
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Grant's Waggon, in order to be ſent to Boyce's Vaults at Biſhop*s Wal- 
tham; but the ſame was ſeized on the Road, near Stubington, by William 
Cheetham, an Officer of the Cuſtoms, aſſiſted by Holmes, an Ex- 
ciſe Officer, —— Goddard a Dragoon, and Adams a Huſbandman, 
and carried to the King's Warehouſe at Port/month, and returned into 
the Exchequer, and a Claim was entered thereto by Boyce, and the Cauſe 
was tried in Trinity Term 1724, and, by Means of the ufual Evidence, 
acquitted, ay ar I ut 
Cheetham and his Aſſiſtants having been very troubleſome. of late, 
Boyce laid hold of this Opportunity, and brought his Action againſt 
Cheetham, Holmes and Adams, for Damages and Coſts of Suit in this 
Cauſe, to which the Defendants pleaded not guilty ; and thereupon Iſſue 
was joined, and the ſame tried at Minton Aſſizes, in Fuly 1725; and a 
Verdict given for Boyce, with Coſts and Damages (as the Examinant 
remembers) of 125 /. 1 TORE | 
This Cauſe Boyce maintained by the ſame Witneſſes on which he got a 
Verdict for the Wine in the Exchequer z; a Copy of the Breviat the Exa- 
minant hath ready to produce. | 
April the 24th, 1724, John Hatch run aſhore at Bourn Bottom in Dor- 
ſetſhire, into a Warehouſe he had hired there, for the Conveniency of 
Smuggling, eight Hogſheads of Red French Wine, and two Hogſheads 
of White; and the ſame was ſeized there by Benjamin Scutt Collector of 
the Cuſtoms at Poole, and returned into the Exchequer, and a Claim was 
entered thereto by Hatch, and the Cauſe was tried 1n Trinity Term follow- 
ing ; but Hatch, not having good Intelligence what Evidence there were 
for the Crown, did not make ſuch a Defence as otherwiſe he would, and 
tried the Cauſe without taking to his Aſſiſtance more than one or two 
of his Goſport Witneſſes; on which a Verdict was given in Favour of 
the King. | 
Hatch's Witneſſes were, | 
Fobn Wareham and Themas Cornely, both Servants to him at Bourn 
Bottom. 
John King, Maſter of a Smuggling Veſſel, out of which (if the 
Examinant remembers right) the Wine was Run. 
William King, a Goſport Aſſiſtance, well known in the Exchequer 
Court for being a conſtant Evidence. 
Farmer Pope, whoſe Waggon carried the Wine from the Seaſide to 
the Warehouſe where it was ſeized. 
George Weſtmore, a Lad, Servant to Hatch. | 
— March the 17th, 1722, Jobn Hatch and David Boyce run aſhore at 
Stoke's Bay, out of the Happy Return of Cowes, Charles Facob Maſter, 
from Guernſey, nine Hogſheads of Red French Wine; of which Hatch 
had four Hogſheads, and the fame were ſent, in his own Waggon, the 
next Day to his Vaults at Bury, which are about a Mile from S!oke*s Bay. 
After this Jacobs, the Maſter of the Veſſel, gave Information againſt 
Hatch for running the ſaid four Hogſheads of Wine; and an Informa- 
tion was exhibited againſt him in the Court of Exchequer, in the Name 
of his Majeſty's Attorney General, for Treble the Value of the ſaid four 
Hogſheads of Wine; to which Hatch pleaded the General Iſſue, and 
the Cauſe was tried in Trinity Term 1725, and a Verdict went for the 
A Defendant, Hatch producing ſeveral Witneſſes who gave Evidence, that 
it was a malicious — for that Jacob had told ſeveral of them, 
that he would ruin Hatch, and perſuaded ſome of them to join with him 
in ſwearing againſt him; and others ſwore, that the Wine * 
a un, 
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Run, as aforeſaid, did no part of it belong to Hatch, but was the ſole 
Property of Boyce. 

This was the laſt Cauſe that ever was defended againſt the Crown by 

Hatch or Boyce, 
In the Brandy Trade, after it was put under the Management of the 
Commiſſioners of the Exciſe, they met with but little Interruption, till 
the Year 1723, not having ſeized from them 500 Gallons ; for ſo ſoon 
as they had got it into their Store Houſes, it was ſecure ; and they very 
commonly Run 4 or 5000 Gallons in a Night. Their Store Houſe at 
Stoke's Bay lay within twenty or thirty Yards of the Sea; and there 
was a Crane built out, that a ſmall Veſiel could lie a Longfide of it; 
and at high Water they could run aſhore, and ſecure 16 or 20 Pipes in 
an Hour. | 

When Hatch or Boyce had Intelligence of any of their Veſſels being on 
the Coaſt, they took Care that ſuch Officers as were not in their Se- 
crets ſhould be deluded ſome other way, that they might not be inter- 
rupted; for they ſeldom made two Nights Work of a ſmall Cargoe ; and 
therefore they would give a Hint to ſome leading Officer, and he would 
pretend he had an Information at a diſtant Place; ſo would take thoſe 
inferior Officers with him as were likely to cauſe any Interruption, though 
molt of the Officers there at that Time wiſhed more for the Succeſs of 
the Smugglers than for the Intereſt of the Crown, or elſe thoſe Frauds 
could never have been carried on in ſo publick a manner. 

Hatch and Boyces common Pay to their Labourers was 10 5. per Night 
to the Boats Men, and 5 5. per Night to the Perſons who aſſiſted on Shore; 
and ſeveral Times they have employed 16 or 18 ſuch Perſons for eight 
or ten Nights ſucceſſively. | | 

Before any of their Tryals came on, the Examinant uſually, by Di- 
rections of Hatch or Boyce, wrote out, on pieces of Paper, what ſeveral 
of their Witneſſes were to ſwear ; which thoſe Witneſſes frequently read 
over, ſo as to be perfect on the Tryal; and moſt commonly they at- 
tended the Attorney the Morning before the Tryal came on, and if, on 
Examination, they had not their Parts proper and perfect, further Care 
was taken, in order to prevent any Diſappointment or Diſgrace on the 


Tryal. 
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NUMBER XXVIII. 


An AccouNnT of Sir Randolph Knipe's Frauds 
in Linnen and other Goods, appearing from the 


Examination of Fo/eph Shakell, 


O SE PH Shakell, formerly Warehouſe-keeper and Porter to the 
late Sir Randolph Knipe of Loxdon Merchant, gave an Information to 
the Honourable Commiſſioners of his Majeſty*s Cuſtoms : 

That about two Years and a half before the Time of giving this 
Information, a Ship, then called the Churchill Galley, but ſince the Sa- 
rab Galley, arrived in the River from Dantzict, William Curling Ma- 
ſter, with a Cargoe of Dan zick Linnen and Pot-aſhes, and ſoon after 
the Ship was reported at the Cuſtom-Houſe: The Informant, together 
with Robert Atkins, then a Clerk to the ſaid Sir Randolph, were ordered 
to make an Entry of the ſaid Linnen and Pot-aſhes ; but that before an 
Entry was made of either, Sir Randolph ordered him to get two proper 
Landwaiters, appointed to the Ship, and to acquaint them, that it 
would prove a good Ship to them, if they would paſs the Dantzick 
Linnen whereupon the Informant applied himſelf to George Nodes and 
Themas Wilkins, two Landwaiters, and acquainted them with what Sir 
Randolph had ordered, who both got themſelves appointed to the Ship; 
and during the wor king of the "Ship, the Informant dined ſeveral 
Times with the fa'd Nedes and Wiltius at the Tavern, and acquainted 
them from Sir Randolph Knipe, that, if they paſſed the ſaid Dantzick 
Linnen and Pot-aſhes as they were entered, Sir Randolph would be ve- 
ry honourable to them at the Clearing the Ship : And Sir Randolph gave 
the Informant two Notes, one whereof anſwered the Linnen, as men- 
tioned in the Invoice, and the other but half the Quantity; which 
Notes he delivered to the ſaid Nodes and Wilkins, thas they might ſhew 
them to the Land Surveyors, in Caſe they ſhould have come and exami— 
ned the Bales of Linnen as they were landing. That as they landed the 
Linnen, they ſent it home to Sir Randelph's Houſe in Devonſbire- 
Square, and to his Warehouſe in Swan Yard : That after the Delivery of 
the ſaid Goods, this Informant and the two Landwaiters made up 
the Account together over a Bottle of Wine; which Account he car- 
ried to Sir Raxdclph who, after he had peruſed it, ſeemed well pleaſed, 
ard told the Informant, that this was doing Buſineſs; and then drew a 
Note upon the Bank for Seventy Pounds, "which he ordered the Infor- 

ant to give to the two Landwaiters as a Reward for paſſing the ſaid 
Linnen : That the Informant went to them and acquainted them, what 
Money he had to give them, before he went to the Baut; upon which 
the ſaid Wilkins ſeemed very diſſatisfied, and ſaid, he would not take it, 
for that he deſerved Fifry Pounds; whereupon the Informant acquaint- 
ed Sir Randelph with what Wilkins ſaid; and Sir Randolph ordered the 
Informant to tell him he would give them no more Money, and faid, 


ticy dare not mention this A fair to any one, for that if they did, they 


3 would 
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would prejudice themſelves: That the next Day the Informant paid 
the Landwaiters Seventy Pounds, beſides what he had ſpent upon them, 
which was upwards of Twenty Pounds, which Sir Randolph ordered 
him to put to Account, and he would pay him. That Wilkins a long 
Time refuſed to accept it, but ſaid, Sir Randolph ſhould pay for it an- 
other Time, or Words to that Effect. That the Number of Bales im- 
ported in the ſaid Ship, upon the Account of Sir Randolph, and brought 
to his Houſe and Warehouſe, were about one Hundred and fifty, each 
Bale having in it about forty eight Pieces; whereas there was but half 
that Quantity, or thereabouts, entered, notwithſtanding there was a 
Poſt-Entry of about one Thouſand Ells of Linnen to prevent a Suſpici- 
on of any Fraud: That the Quantity of Pot-aſhes imported in the ſaid 
Ship, on Account of the ſaid Sir Randolph, was abqut thirty Fatte, 
each Fatt containing about 18 C. or 20 C. wt. whereas there was 
but about half that Quantity entered, as the Informant verily be- 
lieved; for that while they were landing the ſaid Aſhes, the ſaid 
Landwaiters took two Accounts of the Quantity (viz.) one a right Ac- 
count, and the other made out according to the Entry, which was half 
the Quantity; which two Accounts the Landwaiters delivered to the 
Informant, for him to ſhew Sir Randolph, to ſatisfie him what good 
Allowances they made him; which Accounts were accordingly ſhewed 
to Sir Raxuayph, at which he ſeemed well pleaſed. 

1 hat the Value of a Piece of Danlzict Linnen is about thirty Shil- 
lings, and the Value of Dantzick Pot-aſhes is about twenty eight Shil- 
lings per C. Weight. 

nat avout four Years before the Time of giving this Information, 
a Vejel called the of which Captain Miichell was Commander, 
arrived from Amſterdam ; and upon her Arrival Sir Randolph Knipe 
ordered the Informant to inform himſelf who were the Landwai- 
ters to the ſaid Siip, and to acquaint them that he had made a ſhort 
Entry of a Parcel of Buckrams, and if they would paſs them as entered, 
he would reward them handſomely 3 whereupon the Informant applied 
to Pugbard, ſince deccaſed, who was Landwaiter to the Ship, and 
acquainted him with what Sir Rendol;h ordered; and Bugbard promiſed 
to paſs them as they were entered : That there was landed out of the 
ſaid Ship three Bales of Buckram, each Bale containing one Hundred 
Pieces, and each Piece eighteen Yards, or thereabouts z whereas there 
was but about half that Quantity entered, for that after the ſaid three 
Bales were delivered at the ſaid Sir Randolpb's Houſe, he gave the In- 
formant three Guineas to give the ſaid Bugbard as a Reward for his 
Service, beſides his Bill Money for paſſing the ſaid three Bales without 
opening and examining them. That the Informant afterwards opened 
the ſaic three Bales, and they contained the Quantity before mention- 
ed; but he cannot be exact as to the Quantity ſhort entered. 

That about four Years before the Time of giving this Information, 
the ſaid Sir Randolph Knipe made ſome more Entries of Dan!zick Linnen, 
and ſeveral Fatts of Pot-aſhes then imported from Dantzicz, but the 
Name of the Ship the Informant did not remember: That before the 
working the Ship the Informant, by Order of the ſaid Sir Randolph, 
went to the Landwaiters appointed to the Ship, vig. Hall ſince 
deceaſed, and Cotonell Savill a Landwaiter, and acquainted them, that 
Sir Randolph had entered a Quantity of Dantzict Linnen, and ſeveral 
Fattz of Pot-aſhes ; and that if they would paſs them, as they were 
entered, Sir Randolph would handſomely reward them; but Savill made 
Anſwer, that if Sir Randolph expected any Favour from him, he me 
en 
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ſend him Twenty Guineas; for that he was under Arreſt, and there- 


fore had immediate Occaſion tor the Money; and muſt have it by 12 


a Clock that Day, it not, it would be of little or ho Service to. him ; 
whereupon the Informant went to Sir Randolph and told him what Sa- 
vill had demanded ; and' Sir Randolph ſent the ſaid Savil/ Twenty Gui- 
neas by the Deponent, which he paid him at the Dog Tavern in Thames- 
Strect: That the Number of Bales of Linnen were about one Hun- 
dred, but the Quantity of Pot-aſhes the Informant could not tell: That 
the whole Cargoe belonged to Sir Randelph: That after the Ship was 
cleared, Sir Kandelph gave him five and twenty Pounds to pay the ſaid 

fall, as a Premium for his Conſent in paſſing the Goods, which he 
paid him accordingly. That the ſaid Hall about a Fortnight after- 


wards told the Informant, that he had a preſent Occaſion for fifteen 


Pounds, and defired him to aſk Sir Randolph to lend it him; and he 


promiſed that if he would do him that Favour, he would make him 


Amends upon the next Ship: That the Informant acquainted Sir Ran- 
golf therewith, and he ſent fifteen Pounds by the Informant to the ſaid 


Hall, and took Hall's Note for the ſame; and Sir Randolph afterwards 


paid the Note away to one Jobn Hudſon a Bricklayer, in whoſe Hands 
the Informant believed the Note was at the Time of giving this Inſor- 
mation. : 7 | 

That about three Years ago, or upwards, before this Information 
was given, there was imported in the Ship A/yria, Captain Cowper 


Commander from Turkey, upwards. of one Hundred Bales of Turkey 


Silk, belonging to the ſaid Sir Randolph Knipe: That after the Ship 
was reported, Howarth, late one of the Landwaiters, came to the 


Informant, as he was walking upon the Keys, and told him that 


he would get himſelf appointed to the Ship, and that if Sir Randolph 


would ſend him ſome Cath, he would make a good Ship of it; with 


which the Informant acquainted Sir Randolph, who made Anſwer, the 
more Goods the I andwaiters allowed him, the more Money he would 
pay them; ard before the Ship was cleared, or before the Landwaiters 
ſent any Account to Sir Raxddlph, he ſent them by the Hands of the 
Informant, twenty Pounds a piece, which the Informant paid them, 
viz. twenty Pounds to the ſaid /{orcarth, and twenty Pounds to Edward 
[lofier the other Landwaiter : But after Sir Randolph received his 
Goods, he told the Informant he would not have paid the Landwait- 
ers fo much Money, it he had thought they would not have made him 
a better Allowance; and the ſaid Hervarth being ſome Time afterwards: 
at Sir Randelpb's Houſe, Sir Raudolpb complained to him, and told 
him, he had not made him ſuch an Allowance as he expected; upon 
which Howarth ſaid, he would make him a better in the next Ship. 
The Number of Bales of Silk which were imported in the ſaid Ship, 
and brought to Sir Randpt's Houſe, were about one Hundred; but 
the Informant did not know the Quantity entered, or what Allowance 
the Landwaiters made him, any otherwiſe than as before mentioned. 

That the Intormant always had Directions from Sir Randolph to pay 
the Landwaiters ſeparate, that they might not at any Tims hereafter 
be a Witnels one for another againſt the Informant for bribing 
them. | 

T hat upwards of three Years before the Time of giving Information, 
there was imported in the Ship from the Faſt Country, Captain 


Parker Commander, a great Quantity of Flax and and Pot-aſhes, up- 
on the Account of the ſaid Sir Kandolph Knipe: That by his Order the 
Informant paid the Landwairers appointed to the Ship, ten Pounds a 

Piece 
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piece to make him a good Allowance 3 but what Allowance they 
made, or who the Landwaiters were that he paid the Money to, he 
could not remember, not having the Poſſeſſion of his Books where he 


Entered his Accounts. 


That for upwards of twelve Years laſt paſt, before the Time of gi- 
ving this Information, the Informant was conſtantly employed by Sir 
Randolph Knipe in attending on his Ships, putting his Goods into the 
Warehouſe, and agreeing with and paying the Landwaiters for paſſing 
Goods, during which Time he paid divers other Sums of Money to the 
Landwaiters for paſſing Goods for Sir Randolph without Examination ; 
but the Informant not having his Books, he cannot give any further 
Account thereof, when or to whom he gave the Money. 

That about a Year ago the Informant was promiſed by Sir Ran- 
dolph, that he would take Care of and provide for the Informant, for 
his good Services; and that when he was choſen Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, he would give him the firſt Vacancy that happened; and in Caſe 
he (Sir Randolph) ſhould die before that Time, he would leave him 
ſomething to maintain him. | 

That, during the Informant's twelve Years Employment under Sir 
Randolph Knipe, there were a great many Ships which came from Ry/ha, 
Peterſburg and Riga, to the Number of one Hundred and upwards, which 
brought home Hemp and Flax on the Account of the ſaid Sir Ran- 
dolph; and he generally ſent the Informant with Notes to the Hemp 
Porters, directing them not to take any Account of the Weight and 

uantity of Hemp and Flax that uſed to be landed out of the ſaid 
Ships, upon Account of the ſaid Sir Randolph, but to leave that to the 
Management of the Informant and the Landwaiters appointed to the 
faid Ships, to take ſuch Account of the Weights as they thought pro- 
per: That, in ſome of the ſaid Ships, Sir Randolph had allowed him by 
the Landwaiters, upwards of 20 Tons of Hemp and Flax more than was 
entered, and that he always paid the Landwaiters according to the Al- 
lowance they made him: That he well remembers to have paid at ſe- 


veral Times to Foſeph Pearſe, late a Landwaiter, five Guineas at a Time 


for the Allowance of Hemp and Flax, which he had made Sir Ran- 
dolph out of ſeveral of the ſaid Ships: That the Informant had a parti- 
cular Account in his Books of what Quantity of Hemp and Flax 
was imported in, and landed out of the ſaid Ships; and likewiſe the 
Names of the ſeveral Ships, and what Time they arrived, and what 
Sums of Money he paid the Landwaiters, and to whom and upon what 
Account he paid them; but the ſaid Books at the Time of giving this 
Information were in the Cuſtody of Sir Randolph Knipe. 


The before named Joſeph Shakell very ſoon afterwards made 


an Addition to his foregoing Information, which was to the 
Pur port following, viz. 


. That by the Order of Sir Randolph Knipe, he paid the Landwaiters 
five Guineas for their allowing a ſhort Entry to be made of a Quanti- 
ty of Canvas, imported in the Ship Lion, Jaſetb Jordan Maſter, from 
Dantzick, in or about the Month of March 1724 : That to the beſt 
of his Remembrance, the Quantity of Canvas allowed to Sir Randolph 
by the Landwaiters, and not entered, was four Thouſand Ells ; but 
he could not remember the Landwaiters Names, 
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That by the Order of the ſaid Sir Randolph, he paid the Land- 


waiters three Guineas for their allowing him about a Ton and an half 
of Feathers, and about three Tons of rough Flax, which was imported 
in the Ship Nathaniel, Samuel Thompſon Maſter, from Coning/berg, in or 
about tlie Month of March 1724, but not entered; but who were the 
Landwaiters he paid the Money to, he could not remember. 

That by Order of the ſaid Sir Randolph Knipe, he paid the Land- 
waiters one Shilling a Cheſt for their allowing a ſhort Entry to a Quan- 
tity of Soap, imported in the Ship James, MKirk from Livorne, in or 
about the Month of April 1724. That the Quantity allowed Sir 
Randolph, whica was not entered, was about three Tons Weight, as 
near as he, the Informer, could remember; but the Informer did not 
know who the Landwaiters were that he paid the Money to. 

That there was about fifty Dozen of Hogs Briſtles ſhort entered in 
the Ship Friendſhip, Geerge Martin Maſter, from Coningſlerg, which 
arrived in or about April 1724 3 for which he paid the Landwaiters 
two Shillings and ſix Pence per Caſk, each Caſk containing about half 
an Hundred Weight, whereas their Bill Money wis but about three 
Pence per Caſk; but who were the Landwaiters the Informant could 
not remember. 

That there was another ſhort Entry made of a Parcel of Canvas, 
imported in the Ship {7iend/hip, in or about the Month of February 
1724, on Account of the ſaid Sir Randolph; and by the ſaid Sir Ran- 
dolt hs Orders he paid the Landwaiters two Shillings and fix Pence per 
Caſk; but he could not remember what Allowance was made Sir 
| Ranidlth, or who were the Landwaiters he paid the Money to. 

That by the Order of the ſaid Sir Randolph Knipe, he paid the 
Landwaiters one Shilling per Bag for their allowing a ſhort Entry to 
be made of a Quantity of Feathers, imported in the Ship William and 
Rebecca, in or about the Month of July 1725; and the Quantity of 
Feathers allowed Sir Randolph, which was not entered, was about 
20 C. wt. but the Informant could not remember who were the Land- 
waiters he paid the Money to. 

Thar by the Order cf the ſaid Sir Randolph he paid the Landwaiters 
two Shillings and fix Perce per Catk, for their allowing him a Quantity 
of Hogs Briſtles, which were imported in the Siup Fotab, Edward 
{ales Maſter from Coniugſbeng, in or avout the Month of October 
1725, but not entered, and the Quantity allowed him was about one 


Ton Weight and an half; and to the beſt of the Informant's Re- 


membrance Marin Duxbury Senior, was one of the Landwaiters 
whom he paid part of tie Money to, but he does not remember who 
the other Landwaiter was. 

| Thar by the Order of the ſaid Sir Randolph Kaipe, he paid the Land- 
waiters two Shillings and fix Pence per Caſk for their allowing him a 

lan tity of undrett Briſtles, which were imported in the Ship James 
and Sarah, Tjrael Leaper Maſter, in or about the Month of Noveinber 
1725, but not entered: That the Quantity allowed Sir Raxds/ph ſhort 
entered, was about a Ton Weight and an half; but the Informant did 
not remember who were the Landwaiters to whom he paid the 
Moncy. 8 

That by the Order of the ſaid Sir Randolph Knipe, he paid the Land- 
waiters appointed to the Ship Exchange, Henry Marſhall Maſter, from 


Dontzick, which arrived in the River in or about the Month of No 


v3 172.5, tea Pounds, for their allowing about three Tons of Fea» 
mers, 
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thers, and about three Thouſand Ells of Canvas, imported in the ſaid 
Ship which were not entered; but the Informant could not remember 
who the Landwaiters were that he paid the Money to. 

That there was ſome Allowance made to Sir Randolpb Knipe of a Par- 
cel of Silk, imported in the Ship Wentworih, in or about the Month 
of December 1723, from Scanderoon, which were not entered, but what 
the Allowance was, or who the Landwaiters were that he paid the Mo- 
ney to, or what Money he paid them, the Informant could not 
remember. | 

That by the Order of the ſaid Sir Randolph Fnipe, he paid the Lani 
waiters ſix Pounds, for their allowing him a Quantity of Feathers and 


Canvas, imported in the Ship the Exchange, Henry Marſhall Maſter, 
from Dantzick, in the Month of December 1728, which were not en- 


tered; and the Informant ſaid, that to the beſt of his Remembrance, 
the Quantity of Feathers allowed Sir Randolph, which were not cn- 
tered, were about one Ton and an half, and about two Thouſand Fils 


of Canvas; but he could not remember who were the Landwaiters ke 
paid the Money to. 
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